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THE MAGAZINE OF THE ARTHUR RANSOME SOCIETY
SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 2025

Editor Peter Willis ©The Arthur Ransome Society 2025

Items within all Society publications remain copyright of the contributors
and do not necessarily reflect the views of TARS

From the Editor

Her parasol, our sall

Far be it from me to imply any likeness between Christina Hardyr
and the Great Aunt. | donOt know if she even owns a parasol, th@t
she appears to know how to use one, with a poke here, or as an
auxiliary sail there.

Rather, she is much more like the Good Fairy who awakened
sleeping giant of Ransome appreciation in 1984 @abtain FlintOs
Trunk,and then 990 launched TARS B with a drop of grog on t
bows ofAmazonpewly-restored thanks largely to her efforts.

Since the inauguration of TARS she has aways been around tb
a shove where needed, becoming an Executor of the Ransome
Literary Estate, which in 2010 decided it needed a charity to fUWE

—_—

=

its work, and so the Arthur Ransome Trust was brought into being.

Her talk at our IAGM was both fascinating and informative, an
have no hesitation in reproducing it in this issue.

And itOs given further impetus to much discussion about all s
of things. LetOs start with the TARS Library, a significant collectign
(as Margaret Ratcliffe shows on pages16-17) with nowhere to go

Then thereOs Abbot Hall, TARSO registered address, owned (a
with Windermere Jetty) by the Lakeland Trust but closed and parjh
empty due to lack of funds. And the Arthur Ransome Trust, seekip
establish a Ransome Centre in the area, and in possession (like tf
NBT) of a substantial recent legacy.

I shall probably get keel-hauled for pointing all this out and |
daresay (indeed | know) there have been OdiscussionsO. But peyl
itOs time for another bout of joined-up thinking. Anyone got a parp

Peter

=

This issueOs cover

The TARS Rag is
particularly Pne but rarely
does an IAGM venue
provide such a splendid
Ragpole as Juniper HallOs.
And well done Linda
Hendry for capturing it in
full Bight! (but who are
those two little Pgures at
the foot of the pole?)
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Swallowsalls again

Restored film dinghy joindmazorat Broads camp

Swallow the dinghy
from the 1974 film of
Swallows and
Amazonsarrived in
time for the start of
the TARS ORoaring &
DonkeyO Broads camp
on August 8th, s
following her
relaunch after her
major restoration at
HunterOs Yard.

Marc Grimston
reports OWe did a
capsize test to make
sure her new
buoyancy bags were
working, and there we wereSvallowandAmazonwvere the main
attraction at the camp. Seeing both boats sailing together was me
and the work that Hunters have done is first rate.O

Both boats are now available for hire at Hunters B Marc repor
that as a result of seeng them together on Hickling, someone pho
Hunters to book them both for the weekend after the camp.

A full report on the Roaring Donkey Camp in the next Signals.

Swallow under sail, Dermot Stanley at the
helm. Photo Carl Mesner Lyons

Photo from the
London stage
production of
Swallows and
Armenians

OArmeniansO go on stage P and scre

Bwallows and Armeniangfe This new version includes
musical adaptation of Karen ~ additional music by KarenOs
BabayanOs book, hitherto seen @iughter Persia who also helpe
open-air productions went with the adaptatiorSwallows
OindoorsO this summer with staggd Armenianexploreshe
debuts at theatres in London anérmenian heritage of the Anglo-
Leeds D and the production wasArmenian originals of the
filmed. 1tOs now on YouTube sofictional Swallows - the children
we can all watch it at home free of Dora (nee Collingwood) and
of charge. Go to YouTube and Ernest Altounyan.

type: @karenbabayan293 in the Peter Wright, who saw the
search bar, or visit show at Leeds, and declared it

www.karenbabayan.coand go OexcellentO; is planning an
to the News section for the link. extended review iMixed Moss.

2

TARS President takes
Nancy Blacke®s helm

John Sergeant, President of
TARS, enjoyed a sail oNancy
Blackettearlier this summer b
Oan unforgettable experience,
he said afterwards.

ForNancyherself this year
marks a special anniversary: o
September 8thit will be
exactly 90 years since she
gained her present name.

On that day, a Sunday, in
1935, Arthur Ransome, who he
just moved to Suffolk to enjoy
some sea sailing and was
seeking a boat in which to do it
was taken by friend to Poole
Harbour to be shown a possibl
purchase: a Hillyard 7-tonner
calledElectron.

OHorrible name,O he
declared; OShe will béancy
BlackettO And so, within days,
she was. He bought her on the
spot and had her new name
registered by September 13,
before sailing her up-Channel,
home to Pin Mill.

Her name-board took a little
longer to change, it seems,
which is presumably why Pin
Mill Sailing ClubOs new
member, Mr Ransome of
Levington, came to be recorde
in the clubOs records as the
owner of Glectron® PW


http://www.karenbabayan.com
http://www.karenbabayan.com
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Elizabeth Williams at the desk D and Lesley Wareing (ridyiopped
by. The weather (below) wasnOt all it might have been

TARS returns to
Windermere Jetty

With just 10 days to go, TARS
discovered that Lakeland Arts
was resurrecting its OFestival of
the LakeO event at Windermere
Jetty on 28 June, celebrating the
lake through live music and
story telling, workshops, talks
and, of course, boats.

was press- ganged from the
Northern Region to help on the
day Bthanks to Liz Haworth,
Veronica Priest and Elizabeth
Williams that visitors went away
with more insight into AR,
awareness of TARS and lots of
stickers. We all had a great day
out and took the opportunity to
connect with our friends over on
the ART stall among others.

| hope we have helped to

Using Chair's discretiomeports
Rachel Chalmerd,thought this
too good an opportunity to miss

and rapidly muscled TARS in on consolidate our relationship with

e avaWindermere Jty afer he
phenomenon of last year's 50th

inform the public of AR's life and anniversary of the 1974 S&A

works. \ ;
- film, but this one very nearly
Once the Jetty was on board, 'tescaped our notice So more

was a matter of finding our public

liability insurance documents, the \livork tofdo there! If any T%r?
pull-up banners, a table (they Now of an upcoming ev
supplied chairs but no table!),
materials such as back copies of
The Outlaw, Mixed Mosand
Signalsb and stickers. These
proved to be a hit and if we learnt
nothing else from the event, it is
to have more stickers!A small but
merry band of willing volunteers

TARS Library
still in need of
a new home

The TARS Library is about to
lose its present home B
Christine Rae is moving this
month so the Library is now
even more than ever in urgent
need of new premises.

If you can offer or suggest a
solution please contaktrysia
Clack on 07941 972056. or at
memsec@arthurransome.org

The Library is one of the
great achievements of the
Society D as Margaret
RatcliffeOs article on pages
16-17 demonstrates. Locking it
away in a storage unit would bt
little short of a disaster.

TARS Stall too

The TARS Stall will also be
affected B and as well as a ney
base, it will also need a new
manager to handle orders:
Again, please contact Krysia if
you would like to discuss
getting involved.

OBITUARY

Stephen
Benham

In April we lost Stephen
Benham who died peacefully ir
hospital, with his wife Sue
Byrne and daughters Nia and
Bethan by his side.

Stephen played an active ant
enthusiastic role in TARS
having served on the Board an
Midland and Wales
Committees. He kept us
entertained with knowledgeable
anecdotes at many camping
trips. His friendly and cheerful
nature and enthusiasm for AR
will be very much missed. Kind
donations in his memory have
been received by TARRC
OHedd perffaith hedd' _
(eace perfect peaceO in Wels


mailto:memsec@arthurransome.org
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Mixed Moss Indexes

The Indexes for Mixed Moss from its
first issue in 1990 (Mol 1, No 1) to the

current 2024 issue (published in
December 2024) are now complete an
are available on the TARS website
(arthur-ransome.ojgas pdfs now that
the MembersO pages are accessible
again: search under:
Publications/Mixed Moss

The indexes comprise:

Volumes Index: 40 issues, including
two issues per year © "Summer and
WinterO B in 1997-2000 and 2003,
covering 47 pages B some volumes
required more than one page;
Author Index b 52 pages, and
Subject Index D102 pages.

In all, 201 pages.

The Volumes and Author Indexes
include Notes to amplify the Titles, alsq
appended, often abbreviated, to the
Titles in the Subject Index.

The intention is to update the indexes
each year when the new issue is
published (2025 due with the next
Signhalsmailing). Please send any erroi
and omissions for amendment at the
next update to
paulwilson204@hotmail.co.uk

Members who died in 2024

Barbara Brown 4186 SW
Alan Dennison 2%outh
Maida Follini USA

Fr Michael Head 3418 USA
Brian Hopton 0913 South
Arthur Ingham 2964 Eastern
Brian Jones 225

Brian Parkinson 4893 North

We normally try to keep this
information updated on an annual
basis in the first Signals of the
following year, while including
obituaries of prominent members
more immediately.

Please notify us with region and
membership number if available, by
contacting Krysia Clack, the
Membership Secretary,
memsec@arthur-ransome.org

22-24 August

12-14 September

19 September

27 September

11 October

18 October

18 October

18 October

25 October

15 November

22 November

14 December

17 January

17 January

24 January

21 February

27 July -1 August

14-17 August
2026

16-18 October
2026
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0ZoomO Quiz
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AR's Birthday Lunch!

Wroxham

AGM and Junior Parley

Shrewesbury

Antarctic Adventure,

Wilson Gallery
Cheltenham

Secret WaterQ Camp
Walton Backwaters, Essex

TARS IAGM Weekend !
Rydal Hall, Cumbria

TARS Literary Weekend !

Winchester

South

Midland
Wales

Scotland

South-West

South-West

North

Scotland

Midland
Wales

South

Midland
Wales

South-West

Midland
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South

East
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Wales
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East

TARS/North

TARS
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SHIPOS LOG: THE 2025 IAGM AT JUNIPER HALL
Settling in and even further South

Nada Wakefordaswel asddivering the Friday evening talk on
Ernest Shackleton sent in this appreciation of the venue, and the
organisersb tiefly Rosemary Beal with suppott fromhusand
Mike. As well as being TARS Southern Region Secretary, Rosemar
runsa Grl Guide group - and i showsd

Orhe venue itself was full of quiet character. Once clearly quite
grand, it now carries the softened edges of timeNornate details still
visible, mingling with the more practical features of a building thatO
very much lived-in. There was a charm in its slightly faded features
not polished or pristine, but undeniably welcoming and full of history

QUnlike so many historic houses that end up mothballed or
sanitised into museum pieces, this one is still very much alive. Peoj
were moving about, chatting, settling inNyou could see guests at th
windows sorting out their bedding and squaring away blankets like
seasoned expeditioners. Everyone had to make their own beds, wh
added to the sense of adventure - a bit like Swallows and Amazon
but with better plumbing! . B

Olts setting was another pleasant surpriseNjust a stoneOs throw
from the A24,, but with rolling hills and birdsong that made you feel
like you were in the depths of the countrysiale.

The East-West Room, a well-equipped lecture theatre adjacent to the N
Hall provided a perfect venue for talks and activities b including NadaOs
opening talk on Shackleton.

PeterOs IAGM Journa

Friday afternoon, on the
Victoria Station concourse,
examining a bewildering choicg
of trains to Dorking on the
departure boad, we spotJohn
yPearson among the crowd.
Catch up with him on arrival
and share a taxi to Juniper Hal
b an utterly charming
5 Edwardian country house, now
converted to a field studies
.centre but still with a splendid
wrought-iron porch currently
leccupied by a good many
Efamiliar TARS.
~Inside, an odd mixture of
i¢shxurious leather-sofaOd library
,and lounge with more basic
facilities geared to handling
large groupsof teenagess.
WeOrén a twin-bed room
probably for teachers b very

The dining hall is self-
service, benches at tables,
clearly not designed for a
formal dinner (there wonCt be
one) but the food is good.

The evening talk, is about
Ernest Shackleton D a bit off-
topic 10d thought, but it seems
many TARS (me included) are
fascinated by him, and Antarcti
exploration in general, and the
speaker, Nada Velkeford isa
Fellow of the Royal Geographi
Society, and very personable. 4
really good talk, with a

comfortable, shower and so on.

Y

A4

r

knowledaeable audience
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More PeterOs Journal

Saturday and the ascent of Box
Hill, by various means. IOm with
Roger Sturge whoOs using a
walking frame, and we accept a
lift from Ann Farr. We find one ol
the few remaining parking space
and move to a secluded bench
near the Viewpoint, where quite
lot of other Tars are gathering.
Roger and Ann fall into a deep
discussion about the qualities of
their hi-tec hearing aids (not the
only one | overhear during the
weekend) so | leave them to it a
go to find Wendy who has walke
up. We attempt to envisage Jan
Austen0s Emma and Mr Knightl
enjoying a ptnic hee, and Ail.

We decide to walk down using
Nicola WilberforceOs map, and
avoiding the Stepping-Stones. V
have a few misgivings when it
leads us up rather than down bt
eventually we emerged onto a
broad, gassy open gpace whee
we meet a 90-year-old lady
(planning to walk nine miles) wh
confirms it is indeed the OJane
Austen walkO The views are
gorgeous, and we can see Junif
Hall below.

Back at the Hall | meet up with
Rachel and Nick - OFancy a
pint?0 he says, and with an hot
to gare before the play rehearsal,
why not? We hop into the Yeti ai
drive round to a nearby pub (Tht
Horse and Something?) where v
discover Chris Burt and a tablefi
of other Tars.

Then badk to the Eag-West room
(proper name for last nightOs
lecture theatre apparently) to
rehearse (or under-rehearse,
according to Despatches) OThe
Great-Aunt Returns and Leaves
written by the late Brian Hopton
and produced on this occasion t
Rosemary Beal. IOve at last
realised my ambition of being
promoted (from OThird
PolicemanO or whatever) to
Timothy/Squashy Hat himself.

ShipOs Log page -

Right OLike a
medieval
village on
market dayO
according to
John
Pearson.
Below: the
Stepping
Stones, and
Juniper Hall
from the hill.

Box Hill B the OHigh PointO

by Mary Pritchard

Clear skies and sunshine! What more did we need for a Box Hill
walk? This being 2025 we did, of course, need a briefing b so wi

warnings about ticks and

plants that might cause rashes or wors:

were made aware of hazards that we might encounter but certair
that did not dampen our enthusiasm.

Nicola Wilberforce (member number 20) led us up to the
viewpoint near the summit, passing the Olast ditch attempt to sa

British EmpireO.

This fort, built in 1800, was one of thirteen built as part of a defer
system when invasion from France seemed possible.
At the summit walkers were joined by TARS members who ha

glorious walk with some of the wood
carpeted with bluebells and numerous

juniper trees.

A slow worm, sunning itself on the §
path, reminded us of The Billies.

As with all TARS events we ate a
substantial picnic, accompanied by
laughter and tales. Luckily there were
no ticks or hazardous encounters witl
plants and for many the walk was a

highlight of the weekend.

As Christina Hardyment )
commented it was Othe star pointO.

6

ascended by a variety of rattletraps as
well as folk from all over the world.
John Pearson later said that this was th
part of the weekend that he enjoyed the
most B Oit resembled the centre of a
medieval village on market day!O As he
rightly pointed out it was performing a
tremendous social function.

It was certainly a place of happiness.
We all scanned the horizon before folk
went different ways. Some returned to t
valley or relaxed at Juniper Hall, while
others walked to the scenic stepping
stones or Mickleham Downs. The latter
was such a
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The cast (with very far left, the
blue-clad shoulder of producer
Rosemary Beal): Jill Goulder,
Molly Blackett; Paul Crisp, Col.
Jolys; Mary Pritchard, The GA,;
Peter Willis (in a squashy hat),
Timothy; Hilary Weston (in red
hat), Nancy; Barbara Flower,
Dot; Andrew Silk, Dick; Sarah
Samuel, Billy; David Middleton,
police sergeant.!

Not pictured, Elizabeth Howard
played Jacky and Police
Constable.

OThe Great Aunt Returns (again) and LeavesO

For many years, when Southern Region hosted an IAGM, we were able to call on Brian Hopton for o
his plays. Sadly Brian died last July, but we still have his scripts, many of them printed in Amazon
PublicationsRansome Centre Stadeor this year, we did not have the resources to put on a full play, b
Rosemary Beal was able to addipe GA Returns and Leaygerformed at our last IAGM in 2019, into a
Oradio playO format: parts read from scripts, no costumes B apart from a Squashy Hat, and a red or
Nancy D and with a few telling sound effects. So a scratch team was assembled, many from the old
Repertory Company with a few newcomers to fill in the gaps.

Some could only be described as typecast: Paul 81i3p Jolys and Hilary Weston is Nancy, but Jill
Goulder is less easy to tie down. Over the years she has graduated upwards from Nancy, creating tr
the absent Molly Blackett with prologue and epilogue of her own.

The GA herself was played by Mary Pritchard, a newcomer to the Company. Possibly a little too li}
but then the GA herself mellows towards the end, after eviscerating Tommy Jolys and realising Nanc
please!) is cast in her own mould. What came across very clearly in the performance was what a hug
amusing scene this was. Did we notice when we firstPéetcand Martyr® Had Brian inserted jokes of hi:
own? No, they were all Arthur@dan Hakim

Back: Rachel Chalmers, Liz Crisp, Christine
Ray, Peter Wright, Andrew Haig, Krysia Clack,
Elizabeth Williams, Wendy Willis, Christina
Hardyment. Middle: Susan Gouldbourne.
Margaret Ratcliffe, Kirsty Nichol Findlay, Kirsty
Taylor. Front: Jane Wilson, Linda Hendry

LibraryOs rare originals

Also on display were of Ransome family
the LibraryOs birth, marriage,
recently-donated divorce and death
copies of ArthurOs  certificates from Jim
first books Brhe and Judy Andrews.
ABC of Physical

A Literary Afternoon Culture, Highways
Saturday was launch day for Amazon PublicationsO Enq I?yV\:jaysdln .
latest book: Kirsty Nichol Findlay®®vel Ransomén Ot?]'g %gesndo?;(ted
which D very charmingly and readably b she makes t by US Tar ’John Tvle
case for AR as a Omodern novelistO. Copies still Ilywho ‘oined they
available from Amazon or the TARS Stalll. IAGM bJ Zoom link
ThatOs Kirsty in the middie D the only one withouta ' Sungl/a AlSO on
copy! And how many of these other Oladies (mostly) h yih b
who launchO can you identify? (see right) showwas the alou
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PeterOs Journal, again

-

After breakfast | enjoy a long ch
in the leather-sofa lounge with
Andrew Harvey, who has written
and published, a fanfic paperbag
called OWhatever HappenedE?
which IOve read , as well as twg
articles for Mixed Moss - on OW
Ransome Near-Sighted?O and,
coming up, OWas Ransome
Autistic?O This is his first IAGM,
and heGOs greatly enjoying it. |
encourage him to write an article
for Signals about it, and he has
(see ShipGOs Log page 6).

(G =

2D

Outside | run into John Sergean
and his nice wife Mary. We grab
the chance to fix up a sail on
Nancy for him.

For the IAGM,t he East-West
RoomOs big screen provides go
audio-visual contact with about
nine Tars, including my good
friend Lesley Wareing rightly in
the centre. She is invited to spea
and does so, very cogently. (Ala
my notes donCt record on what.

O

(2=

After lunch the usual fun and
games getting the flag hoisted in
order to be taken down again.
(And thereOs something oddly
familiar about those two little

people beside the flagpole in that
photo.)

Then a quick round of goodbyes
and itOs time for Wendy and me
catch thebus jus opposte.

As we await we observe a long
crocodile of over a hundred whaf
weOve been told are Belgian
students coming down off the hill
and into thedrive of Juniper Hall.
The AGM was definitively over.

—

Later, Rosemary reported that
the Susan Cup had reached its
rightful owne (JaneWIson) but
the cakes were all eaten before
photos were taken

And on the final head count, sheg
tells us only three rabbits were
left behind.Those who were ther
will undestand.

Y%

It wouldnOt be an IAGM
without the

Dick Callum Cup

D but itOs not compulsory. A
select group holed up in
the East-West Room for a
Saturday eveningOs
quizzing.

Inevitably the winning
team was the one with
Hilary Weston in it.

Newest team member Andrew
Harvey was sent to receive the
cup from Southern Regional
Treasurer lain Kahn-Gilchrist

Another cup b the AUSTARS Cup b
was presented to Peter Wright, taking
advantage of the narrow period when
he was not a Board Member (who are
not eligible to receive it). Peter, after

in effect a yearOs furlough while he gof
on with editing Mixed Moss and
planning next yearOs Literary
Weekend, is now back on the Board

Rachel Chalmers
greets President
John Sergeant

.
E and bnally the TARS Rag is
furled and Southern Chair lain

Kahn-Gilchrist hands it over to
North Chair Elizabeth Williams
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stating they were for 2023. She
replied to a number of questions
and comments from participants.

The meeting formally received
the accounts and approved the
proposal to re-appoint Sally-Ann
Balment as independent examiner
of the accounts.

2025 IAGM REPORT

The 27 International Annual
General Meeting of the Arthur
Ransome Society took place on 4
May 2025 at the Juniper Hall Field
Studies Centre at Box Hill,
Dorking, Surrey, UK.

It was attended in person by
some fifty TARS members, and a
Zoom link enabled a further eight
members, some from 'overseas’, to
join the meeting.

TARS Presideniohn Sergeant
welcomed participants, reminding o
them of Ransome's many links with@ctivities (reproduced on pages
southern England and the English 10-11). The meeting received her
Channel, as resident and sailor.  r€Port with satisfaction.

Apologies for absencénad been
received from Phil Forsyth, Marc
Grimston, Nick Liggitt, Veronica
Priest, Helen Sumner, Hilary
Weston, Nicola Wilberforce and
Diana Wright.

The report on the 261AGM, AUsTARS Cup
held on 18 August 2024 in the The meeting took note with
Derbyshire Peak District of the UK, approval of the nomination by

Arthur Ransome

Literary Estate (ARLE)
Christina Hardyment, senior
ARLE executor, presented to the

Election to the
Board of Trustees

Peter Wright to rejoin the Board.

was approved as a true record; therBUSTARS and endorsement by the

were no matters arising. TARS Board ofPeter Wright as

Signals September-December 2025

accommodation for both the TAR
Library and the Stall; she appeale
to members to suggest possible
locations.

Date and place of next

IAGM weekend

Elizabeth Williams confirmed that
the next IAGM organised by
Northern region, would take place
from 14 to 17 August 2026 at Ryd
Hall in the English Lake District.

meeting a comprehensive report on
its current and likely future role and \JEMBERS' FORUM

A brief Members' Forum
immediately followed the IAGM.

It was recalled that, in so far as it
was available, information on the
death of TARS members was

The Board adopted the proposal forpublished periodically in 'Signals'.

Roger Sturge commented on the
fine work of Peter Willis and the
Nancy Blackett Trust in conservin
and operating this vessel.

In discussion of the 2024 TARS

winner of the cup for the year 2025.celebration of the fiftieth

Chair's report
TARS ChairRachel Chalmers
presented her report for the year, )
which had been circulated to Other business
members in advance. She thanked Margaret Ratcliffe informed the
and encouraged members for their meeting of the exceptionally
participation in TARS activities and important donation by TARSUS
efforts. The meeting expressed its member John Tyner Il of books by
appreciation. Ransome, including very early
TARS Secretaryohn Pearson titles.The meeting expressed with
expressed his relief that the applause its appreciation of the
President had safely arrived at the donation. Margaret added that the
meeting, given that his official next Amazon Publication would be
invitation, drafted by John P, had  Paul Crisp's 'With a Blunt
been for the imaginary date of 6  Instrument’, his account of
May. John P added that he, like ~ Ransome's reviews of detective
others, was enjoying the well- fiction by variousauthors.
organised IAGM, and in particular
the previous day's visit to the top of Ann Farr reminded the meeting of
Box Hill. He had naively expected forthcoming performances, in
something rather remote and London and Leeds, of Karen
austere, and been astonished to fin@abayan's shovwallows and
a flattish area full of people Armenians
enjoying themselves, like a
medieval village on market day.
John thanked members fibre help
he had received in his secretarial
duties over the past year.

very worthy recipient.

Chris Birt announced a planned
TARS visit to the Hebridean Isle of
Lewis in 2026, with a request for
expressions of interest.

TARS finances Linda Hendry reminded the
TARS TreasureBusan meeting of the social media in
Gouldbourne presented the TARS Which TARS participates.
accounts for 2024, already
circulated to members; she
regretted the typographical error

Krysia Clack drew attention to the
urgent need to find new
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Rachel presented the cup to Peter,

anniversary of the 1974 'Swallow:
and Amazons' film, it was noted
that this event had never been
intended to produce a financial
surplus or even break even. It ha
nevertheless been a major succe:
for TARS in many ways, including
television and radio publicity for
the society and its ownership of t
two dinghies, attracting new
members, strengthening relations
with Lakeland Arts, reuniting in
person most of the main member:
of the film's cast....

It was noted that the neXARS
Literary Weekend was likely to be
held in the south of England in
October 2026.

RANSOME WALK IN

LONDON

On the following day, Monday 5
May, nine TARS met, under the
leadership of lain Khan-Gilchrist,
for an enjoyable and informative
walk and talk around Chelsea,
London, to view a series of
buildings associated with Arthur
Ransome. This included quotatior
from 'Bohemia in London' and a
view of the house in Gunter Grov
where he lived in 1904/5, as now
recorded on a blue plaque recentl
fixed there.(report page 21)
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ARLE TARS ART NBT ATR

What are they? What do they do and where are they going?

Report byChristina Hardyment, Senior Executor, Arthur Ransome Literar
Estate, given at the 2025 TARS IAGM

OGiving a report of the ARLEOs doings used to be an annual item at TARS IAGMs, :
it was decided to re-establish this so that recent members might understand its role :
that of the various other Ransome bodiesO CH

The Arthur Ransome Literary Estate

In his Will, Arthur Ransome bequeathed royalties
from the sale of his books and other income from
fees and rights, to thRoyal Literary Fund. One of
the UKOs oldest charitiestablished in 1790, the
RLF supports writers in financial need and every

secretary as well as computer wizard and compo

of many early publications, was invited to join us.

After the death at a ripe old age of John Bell and
tragically sudden death of Dave Sewart from a he

attack, | invited Elizabeth Sewart, who as Dave's

widow had a good knowledge of the Estate's role

year provides over £5 million in grants, educationa/@nd activities, and Geraint Lewis, then just retirin

support and outreach programmes. The Arthur
Ransome Literary Estate is one of the RLFOs
principal sources of income.

Historically there have always been three
executors of the Literary Estate. Originally, they
were RansomeOs publisher Rupert Hart-Davis,
Pamela Whitlock (co-author of th&ar Distant Oxus

books) and her husband John Bell, an editor at the

Oxford University Press. The Estate lodged
RansomeOs letters and papers and books mainly

the Brotherton Library, Leeds University, but also at

Abbot Hall, in Kendal.

After publication in 1984 of Hugh BroganOs
biography of Ransome and @aptain FlintOs Trunk
my own quest for the inspirations for the 12
Swallows and Amazons novels, the Altounyan
family, owners oMavis the original ofAmazon
launched an appeal for her repair. Brigit Sanders
(nZe Altounyan) wrote to me, and | wrote to the
many people who had written to me after reading
CFT asking for donations fdvlavisand suggesting
celebrating success in the venture by forming an
Arthur Ransome Society.

Other Lakeland bodies such as Abbot Hall and

as Chair of TARS, to replace Dave and John
respectively. When Elizabeth retired in 2015, her
place was takehy Paul Flint, ex-navy, ex-TARS
Trustee and a very active promoter of Ransome i
and around Windermere. GeraintOs and Paul's sl
and experience have usefully added to the Estate
expertise in legal and marine matters.

All of Arthur RansomeOs works are in copyrigl
until 31 December, 203Arthur RansomeOs

Sopyrights and the OSwallows and AmazonsO

rademark are held by the Arthur Ransome Litera
Estate.

Although Cape, now subsumed into the Pengt
Random House Group, dealgth rights and
permissions for the 12 Swallows and Amazons
novels, the Estate manages such matters for all
RansomeOs earlier writings and keeps a constan
lookout for attempts to infringe its rights.

The Arthur Ransome Society (TARS)

High in importance of the various Ransome bodie
The Arthur Ransome Society (TARS)which has
several regions. It has some 1,000 members of a
ages and offers a programme of activities across

the Coniston Museum also supported the idea and @reat Britain and overseas.

cut a long story shoMaviswas rebuilt, TARS b The

The Estate gives TARS free use of Ransome(

Arthur Ransome Society B was formed with Brigit asritings and illustrations for the benefit of TARS

its first President and a terrific jamboree at the

members. The TARS journilixed Mossand its

Windermere Steamboat Museum, and Rupert Hart-magazineSignalsrecord new research and adverti

Davis and John Bell asked me to join thenaas
Executor of the ARLE.

After RHD died, Dave Sewart, whom many of
you will remember as TARSO first membership

10

society events. There is a biennial Literary Weeke
which hosts talks about RansomeOs writings. Its
subscriber-funded publication wingmazon
Publications, produces a book each year.
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The Arthur Ransome Club of Japan So much for the background.

TARS was not however the first Ransome society. Now for the future:

That honour goes to The Arthur Ransome Club of
Japan, founded in 1987 by Tamami Nakayama, wh dbacks fut
came over to Britain on her own to explore Ranso ar aC_ S_ uture ] ) o o
locations. She introduced herself to me at an early Foremost in importance is the publisherOs decisi
TARS meeting, and presented me with an album ofhalt production of the hardbacks. ItOs a unique
the story of her quest, which is now in the ARLE achievement to have kept them in print for so lon

Archive. We still exchange Christmas cards. but annual sales, especially on the eleven less kr
novels, are very low. The Estate is exploring way:

keeping them in print, and ART is negotiating witt
Dorset firm who have suggested a promising way
supplying fine quality hardbacks on demand.

The two Arthur Ransome Charities

The Nancy Blackett Trust (NBT)
Founded in 1997, the NBT a registered charity
which, thanks tolthe e_nergies of Peter Willis, raised2030 Centenary of the publication of
the £25,000 asking price for Arthur RansomeQOs Swallows & Amazons
favourite yachiNancy Blackettafter she was put up . "

. . The Estate has commissioned additional coloure(
for sale in 1996. It now maintains her.

As you all knowNancyBlackettappears lightly
disguised asoblinin his noveldVe Didn0t Mean to
Go to SeandSecret WaterOpportunities to sail
Nancyare open to NBT members of all ages, as well .
as to young people via the TrustOs Young Sailors A NeW biography?

Fund. Each year many Ransome fans enjoy the Jim Ring, who spoke so well on Ransome at the |
experience of sailinlancy and many more visit  Literary Weekend and has written a biography of
her at maritime events. Erskine Childers, is keen to write a definitive
(websitenancyblackett.ory biography of Ransome. The Estate is supporting-
idea with information and advice, as is Peter Willi:

The Arthur Ransome Tr ART Qim has _sent a propos~al to his.agent,_ whq is offer
e Arthur Ransome Trust ( ) it to publishers.ThereOs a profile of Jim Ring on

Founded in 2010ART is a registered charity page 14 in this issue D PW
dedicated to the establishment of a Ransome Centre
in the Lake District via legacies and donations and fglshing Essays

presenting the life and work of Ransome. It provide L . . _
L . . here is interest from Macmillan in publishing a
exhibitions, events, educational materials, and, under

. more complete volume of RansomeO0s fishing es:
licence from the Estate, early Ransome works and . : o
A ~ . the previous publisher of Rod and Line is
OSwallows and AmazonsO merchandise. : )
: . WIEhdrawmg.
Its online shop supplies these, as well as hardbac
and paperback editions of RansomeQOs 12 childrenQs ~
novels. Royalties from sales of ART's licensed bookd BOOK coverQ mugs y
and products support the Royal Literary Fund. Yes - the ceramic Obook coverO mugs are back!
(websitearthur-ransome-trust.org https://arthur-ransome-trust.org.uk/shop/Book-
Cover-mugs-c178505770

drawings by Jim Wilson in the hope that Cape wil
agree to publish these in a one-off hardback editir
of Swallows and Amazons

All Things Ransome _ _
(allthingsransome.npt Expiry of Copyright.

This website, initiated by the laRave Thewlis, is ~ Ransome comes into the public domain on
intended as research tool for those interested in  01.01.2038. Do you have an S&A story bubbling
discovering more about the works and life of Arthuraway inside you? If so, that will be the time when

Ransome, and the sources and influences relevantytou can think of dragging it out and publishing it.

his work. In particular, the goal is to provide a

permanent home for Ransome-related materials,

especially for non-ephemeral works such as the
literary pages, essays, articles, and the like. All

The Estate is discussing what role Cape and Vint
plans to take in continuing paperback publication:
We hope they will continue to attach information
about TARS, the NBT and ART as they do now.

Things Ransome also provides links to other ArthurChristina Hardyment
Ransome resources available on the world wide wetghristina@christinahardyment.co.uk>


http://nancyblackett.org
http://arthur-ransome-trust.org
http://allthingsransome.net
mailto:christina@christinahardyment.co.uk
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My First Ever IAGM
by Andrew Harvey

IOve been a member of TARS for a few years now, The play reading, OThe Great Aunt Returns an
but up until this year, 10d never attended the IAGMLeaves,O a dramatisation of the closing chapters
Indeed, up until last year 10d never attended any P&M, was brilliant: 1 now feel | know exactly what
TARS gathering or function of any kind, and even Colonel Jolys sounds like . . .
the one | went to last summer | only decided to try At the main meal that evening it was realised
because it was a local area group, one-day event, amat, purely by chance as far as | know, five of us
was geographically quite close to where | live. sitting together at one of the tables were all from tl
But because it was the same TARS Region, and

easiest way to meet a few
TARS people | would
probably be involved with, |
was persuaded to try the
IAGM, so | gathered up my
courage, booked and went.
Being me, | got there in

what | considered to be good &

time, arriving within 10
minutes of when registration
opened. Rather to my
surprise, | found the carpark
was already almost full, and

someone suggested that we
might therefore make
ourselves a team to enter the
Dick Callum Quiz that
followed.

That apparently random
grouping very obviously
worked well, as we ended the
first round one point ahead,
and maintained that lead
throughout, increasing it from
time to time until eventually
we won by something like

there was a queue at the
reception desk! But | was
welcomed, booked in

five clear points b and as the
newbie in the team, | was the
one nominated to go and
efficiently, and given all the receive the trophy, which now
details | needed. resides in my living room!

At first, | wondered how The actual IAGM on the
the weekend would go: it being Sunday morning was in some
the Friday night, everyone was busy greeting friendsays less interesting, but it gave me a good insigt
and old acquaintancesk and as | knew no one elseinto how TARS runs, and who the people are that
there, | felt a little left out. But my room was fine, all the work behind the scenes that actually helps
the evening meal was good, the first talk was most make it run, so although I feared | might find it
informative, the sales stalls were full of ABlated  boring, it wasn't, and 10m very glad | attended it.
books and other items | hadn't bought, several peopleAnd then, after another good meal and more ct
saw | was alone and made a point of speaking to mie,the dining room, it was time tmattle my way
and so the evening passed. My bed was comfortabé&pund the M25 and head for home.
| slept well, and Saturday was a new day. Was it worth going? Yes, it was.

A while after our excellent breakfast, a good Will I go again? The dates are already in my
number of people gathered for the walk that had diary for next year, and IOm in the process of
been organised. | know about organised walks. | adjusting our normal family plans for August 2026
used to help run one each month for our Church. to try and fit them around it (which may entail
Group walks are often a really good way to get driving a campervan from eastern Kent up to the
talking with new people, as you are busy doing Lakes in a single day).
something together so silences are never awkward, So, especially as IOl have that very special tro|
there are usually views, buildings, flowers and suctto return, 10l hopefully be able to make it . . . and
things you go past or see that someone will commesd, 10ll see you at Rydal Hall next year!
on D and every time you go over &stir through a
narrow gate, you usually finish up with someone  Andrew Harvey has written a fanfic paperback
new beside you. called OWhatever HappenedE?O as well as two

This walk, and the picnic lunch we enjoyed on aarticles for Mixed Moss b on OWas Ransome Nez
hilltop, proved to be exactly like that, and I came  Sighted?Oin 2024 and, coming up in 20250Was
back having greatly extended the circle of people | Ransome Autistic?O
had now spoken to.

Andrew, left, with the Dick Callum Cup
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Left: The former barn, which became the
workroom; below: facing the valley to
which the OsignalsO were addressed

Photos: Paul Flint

......

Low Ludderburn A Centenary Reflectlo

N by Lesley Wareing
Arthur and EvgeniaOs first proper home, wBsvallows and Amazongas born

Just over a century ago, in May 1925, Arthur and CountryO, an area he had known and loved for n
Evgenia Ransome completed the purchase of Low of his life. As a young lad on family holidays, he
Ludderburn, a house high above the Winster Valleyhad spent time with farmers, shepherds, game-
to the south of Windermere. keepers, gypsies and charcoal burners; he fishec
After many years spent together in various placeswed on Coniston Water, and explored the
in Russia and the Baltic, Arthur had finally been ablsurrounding fells. He was a great walker as a yot
to bring Evgenia to England in November 1924, man and OtrampedO for miles around the Lake
following their marriage the previous May. It was District, absorbing the sights, sounds and smells
the first house they had owned together and it was getting to know the countryside intimately.
remain their home for the next ten years. After he was OadoptedO by the Collingwood fe
The Low Ludderburn house was in a wonderful in 1904, he was taught to sail by Dora, Barbara a
location with superb views. Although it was a little Robin. So he already had a very rich pool of
primitive in terms of utilities, Evgenia oversaw memories, augmented by fresh experiences at L«
renovations that turned it into a comfortable home. Ludderburn. Famously, he set up a signal code,
~ 5 hanging white-painted shapes from an upper
OThe best workroom | ever hadO window, to plan fishing expeditions with Col Kels:
The upper floor of the adjacent barn was convertedand his sons, their neighbours down the valley.
into a large study for Arthur B Othe best workroom |  The ground was thus well-prepared for him to
have ever hadO B in which he could Oprance up amdite a book set in the Lake District. Then in April
downO whilst composing his articles and books. Hel928, three years after the move to Low Ludderb
wrote Swallows and Amazottisere, though it would Ernest and Dora Altounyan brought their five
be four years before he began it. children to stay at Bank Ground Farm for several
The first few years at Low Ludderburn were verynonths so that they could visit their Collingwood
busy ones for the Ransomes. Arthur had spent margyandparents at Lanehead. Old friendships were
years studying, pondering and practising the art of renewed and new ones made. Arthur and Ernest
storytelling and had written about it extensively.  acquired two sailing boatSyvallowandMavis) and
After a decade or more of journalism, he longed to the four older children spent time out on Conistor
return to writing fiction but he needed to keep Water messing about in the boats with Arthur.
earning sufficient money to keep the bread buttered This was possibly the catalyst; ori"I@arch
and so he continued working at the Manchester 1929, not long after the Altounyans had returned
Guardian as a journalist, book reviewer, leader-  Syria, Arthur, in a leap of faith, gave notice that h

writer, columnist and foreign correspondent. would be resigning from thidlanchester Guardian
The Lake District was new to Evgenia, but for to concentrate on writing books.
Arthur, after years of wandering about Europe, it Just five days later his diary entry fof"March

was a welcome homecoming to his beloved OLakereads: OBegan S and. AO
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LIFE SENTENCES

The biographer of Ernest Childers is now™s

the books as they came out; then she read them
Jim and his siblings. When he was 12, he came ¢
last in the train from the south, changing at the
junction as Roger and Titty haditigeon PostOThe
journey to the lake in the north was just as Rans
had described it. So too were Rio and its bay anc
lake and the high enclosing hillsE Later the book:
proved one of the first things my wife and |
covered we had in common.O

Later still, he read the whole series to their ow

turning his attention to Arthur Ransome children, twice. Clearly to their benefit.

| first met Jim Ring in the foyer of the Vaudeville

By way of a career, he went into advertising, ti
moved into documentary film-making. As well as

Theatre in LondonOs West End, early in 2012. Werithe award-winning Childers biography, he has

and | had booked to see the touring show of
Swallows and Amazoithe Bristol Old
Vic production) and weOd dropped in earl

to pick up our tickets. The only other a

people there was a small family. b father,
mother and a boy of about 11, and
naturally we got chatting. The boy, Ash,
became very excited when | mentioned
name. | was deputy editor of Classic Boa
at the time, and it turned out he was a
massive fan of the magazine D in fact
within two years heOd built his own small
dinghy (to an lain Oughtred design) and
went on to start restoring a one-third size
sailing barge before heOd left school. (it
took Ash a great deal longer than heOd
anticipated, buGrowleris now in service
and Ash is running a sailing school).

Lifeboat rescue
Jim and | kept in touch B we both got
involved in the rescue and restoration of a
historic lifeboat, theé_ucy Laversat
Stiffkey, and | gave a talk ofhe Big Sixat one of
his literary festivals in Wells-next-the-Sea.

| also discovered and read (several times) with

written a number of books, about naval
history, the British OconquestO of the Al
b and in 2020anterregnum a rather
splendid Buchanesque thriller in which ¢
Thames barge features in a race with ar
boat to outwit the kidnappers of the
princesses Elizabeth and Margaret
following the German conquest of Britai
He also helped set up a fund to restore
original of the barge.

Now, heOs got the urge to write anott
biography B again of an author-adventu
and fellow-admirer admirer of Childers:
Arthur Ransome himself.

Do we need one?

Over a very long lunch, | pose the
inevitable question B do we need one? t
though | can already think of several
(entirely affirmative) answers and we
thrash them out together.

Hugh BroganOs authorised biography,
fine though it is, is now over 40 years olc
and since then B doubtless often inspired by it
great deal of further research and interpretation t
taken place: Christina Hardyment, wiflaptain

deep pleasure the biography he wrote about ErskinglintOs Trunland theWorld of Arthur Ransome;

Childers, one of my literary heroes, and even moreRoland Chambers on his Russian perio@ihe Last
so after reading JimOs book. Childers, of course, Englishmarb as well as our own Ted Alexander &
wrote The Riddle of the Sandshich Dorothea Roger Wardale, to name but two of an army of

decided OwasnOt her kind of bookO when she fouradriateur Ransome researchers whose findings hi

on the shelf in Captain FlintOs houseboat. (I like to appeared iMixed Mossand books from Amazon
think the more mature Dorothea might have revisedPublications over the 35-year lifetime of TARS.

that view.)

The Brotherton Library (repository of the famo

Ransome as we know admired it greatly, and wasunk) still has secrets to reveal.

not above borrowing an incident from it féfe
DidnOt Mean to Go to Sea

So it was a great pleasure to catch up with Jim
again at the last Literary Weekend, in Harrogate,
where he managed to energise the normally-
soporific after-coffee slot on the Sunday morning
with a lively presentation challenging the notions
that theSwallows and Amazom®oks were Oa
seriesO or even Ofor childrenO.

According to JimSwallows and Amazomsns in
his family. When his mother was a child, she read
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And perspectives on writing for children have
changed b as Jim observed, itOs now accepted t
what we read as children can help to shape the a
we become.

He began the project about a year ago, has
already gained the approval of RansomeOs Liter:
Estate and appointed a literary agent (two publist
showing interest) and with the centenary of the
publication ofSwallows and Amazois the horizor
has a goal to aim at. Or as Ransome might have
it, a chance to grab.



Signals September-December 2025

"#$%& S $
+ 'H- - 1SOHH#1H23 !

%4 $53$90867'89#-3:::4!
"#$0,27"H#<'H#-$)8/.=$>8'#=$
266@$!>A$B(A$CE0D

ISV V6HE Yo () (*1&+!")(,-#.8H%6) [+ %01 +'0610102!3) &HY$Y0 4 "HHSH#(615(61 7H#1-$8#! -+ #(1$(1$'&'O(16$&H#
AR VHBE-) (*1. B, H+<<+T)(M1&-HIH=&HH( ) 81!, Yo+ %S +/1>? @AIS, B8)BH.16'%) (*1&-#1.'99#%C!!

D'%bl-+O#/+ 001 &-#1 THHSH(617) << H&-#1")(,#.8#%! @ +A$<I-+&H<EI$I-)*-1 <$.. EI0#6)'9].)F#6!-+&#<1)(!
HBU&IHN")(,#. EHYE!'&IT)&-1&-HISBOHBL + (' 1+ <H(&A1+]1, $%61:$%5) (*CIG&H.II' &I$I IBHK ) (‘&H1 7$<!
%$)<!.8&$B+(17)&-16)%6#, &!8%6$)(./%+9!3+(6+(E!&-#!(+068-1$(6!8-#).+' & CI?<<1%++0 IS0t 1#(.") &S
ok H(&<AV:HH(1%H' %) - #618+I$1-)*-| &S(BSYBE!)(,<'6) (M1$!,+9/+068S: <HI<+ (*HE! #:$%$&H!: SYE! +(/#
%++91$(6!%0#.&5'%S(&C!>-#%0#!) 1$<.+1$L 45 B/ <I 7TS<<#6!*$%6#(17-),- 195 (4! +/'&-#!:#6%0++9 N +8#%<-

ISV -+) (F1&-). IBH(H T)<<ISLY6S, &):+&- 1+ V01 06H+' <Y1 B(B (HTISLH(6##. CIMH. ;) &#1&-# THHEH#(6.)
&-HO H<BH.1H) (H- < AH(1+4$: <HE!('9:#9%.)-$8# ) ## (1. 8H$6) <4!/$<<) (*E!; N(*I$.8%63$) (1+(18)$:)<)&4CI(
)i <H1&-).19BAHI&-HI<S. &I THHSH(B) (1&-). I+ Y0 OB&I (<. 19+ Vot 1+ <H) $(1, +OHCIG/1 A+ HBH! (+ &1 #(
HIFYHED <HS.#1%)BH #96)+ .| +(.)6H%SB+(1&+ISLH(6) (*E14+HE!:#17$%9< 41 7#< +9#6C

*EA(@A)*$)AFGH) A (1-+%664#%61&+!; &IS(1) (8HY0H. B(*1$(6185%0)H#6!; %6+ %SO &+*HE&-HY6 THI(HH6). 4
VS<EITHIT)<<I#)(8)B(*IMH. &) HS5HY. E:'&IT+<617$%9< 41 TH#<, +O#] +(8%6): B+(.1/%+917)&-) (1>? @AC
4+'1-$8HIS(1) (&HYo#. B(H18)HT1+(12%&-'YoE 1+ (#1+/1-).1:++5.E1-) | +(&HO:; +%6$Y0) 4.1+ %011 06H#<$&H#618+;), E|
B+<'(8HHY &+ HESCI"H#1;:$%B, <$U <A TH<, +9#! $I#+1&$<5.1+/10119)('&#.CIG/14+17+'<BI<)5HI&+!.;#
H&Y)(18+',-17)&-1OH&HY6!"%0)*-&IS&PUH 7 %) *- & QR 1S B(&# % (#&,+9

15


mailto:peterwright180@btinternet.com

Signals September-December 2025

The TARS Library: Are we unique”?

3 great collections

The early ARs recently donated by John Tyner Il should be introduced properly.

The Stone Ladysurprised me initially by not being a single story. Inside the book | see that
sub-titledTen little papers and two mad storiésd so they are. Pastoral and beautifully observe
they are almost fantasy, slightly other-worldly as if AR is dreaming.

In The Great Down Troddehe muses on footwear in an essay on the virtues of boots for
vagabond. Clearly, he is in camping and tramping modeailiém, who loved the worldTolstoy and
Carpenter are mentioned. Carpenter? | had to Google him andMVadk in Februaryl had to look
up Coventry Patmord.he two fairy stories are indeed different in tone with the firfe Incense
Burners being darker; the vocabulary is less gentle with words like death, blood, slave, tor
furious, sacrifice, red-hot incense to the fore. Altogether an intriguing mixture.

In The Little People of the Woothe main character is named John, and we ha
a charcoal-burnerOs hut. John tells us: ONurse always tells me a story if she
me up.O to which stumpy mouse replies: OWe always nurse our own chi
unless we have too many of them. Then we eat them.O Which comes as a
amongst the pastoral sweetness. Charm soon returns though as John is fol
introduced to all the little animals.

Nurse appears againlitighways and Byways in Fairyland | F——
b perfect bed-time reading B a delightful little book whdg g',r' : '\l\lf).'f\i:\‘\ S
chief attraction has to be its unusual size. As Ransome says: OIf you ta NG L
book in your pocket when you go to Fairyland, you will be able to find w

you want by just looking in the right chapter.O

C i j‘l The Things in our Gardenis dedicated to AROs younge
¥ | sister, Joyce, and OadoptedO sister, Kitty. Whilst similar in
» ' to the previous book, it is also very different in that it h
— ‘ beautiful full-page colour illustrations and is genuinely
P, instructive. He tells us the origin of Othe early bird catches the wormO and that
T have one foot. | checked this out and they do!

The ABC of Physical Cultureis very different. Pure AR as a young man. Clearly him sayil
exactly what he thinks (except where he acknowledges other sources, which he faithfully dc
found it hugely entertaining.

A few extracts:

On Swimming: OE | have no patience with the stupid people who say tg
they only bathe in the open air, as if it was something to be proud of.
prejudice against swimming baths is due to three things: (a) the knowl
that open air bathing is healthier, (b) the idea that the water is dirty, an
arrant snobbery.O

o ACAL CHTTHRE
On Muscular Development: OE | must insist on the folly of over- PHYS “j.“”lkl‘
development. It may be a mere fad; but | have within me an imme !
disdain for decorative muscles.O0 Much more in this vein. He waq

disapprove of the muscles on show on the front cover.
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In relation to Sleep: OIf on waking up in the night you feel your throat dry you may s
conclude that your mouth has been open. In getting to sleep again take care that it is shu
the easy bit B but he doesnOt say hdweepit shut.

On women Smoking:OMany intellectual women affect the cigarette, and though smoking |
hold on the women of the middle class, but only on those above and below them, the use o
by women must be considered.O Is he right?

On Food: OEat slowly and carefully. While you are eating eat, donOt read.O 10m doomed tt

Body and Brain: OOne of the tests of health should be the pleasure afforded by hard cot
work. If the body is out of form, that pleasure is very small indeed. | knew a writer who h
little work to do and probably took no trouble about his body, consequently doing that little
Now he behaves more sensibly and as for work B he writes sometimes two or three thouse
in a day and works in a few visits to Editors as well.O Autobiographical surely!

| will quote from the PublisherOs Prospectus to introtineéNorldOs Ston
tellers OThe Publishers intend to issue a series as will form a library of tf
fiction specimens from all the masters of story-telling. Each volume
contain an introductory essay on the author by Mr.
Arthur Ransome.O

It is in these Introductions that we, of cours
are particularly interested. Did AR choose tr
authors | wonder? He was going through h
French phase: six of the eleven published &
French. He certainly chose the stories, edited 1
work and was responsible for the translations
either by himself or a third party. We certainly know all the names
not necessarily their works. This is an ideal opportunity to extend
reading knowledge. Short stories are easily digested. The TARS
Library has just purchased the last two titIBalgacandCervante$ which, together with the thre
volumes kindly donated by John Tyner, means we now have all eleven volumes published.

(Zt"\l—x JOsHUA - .
SLOCUM 'I;hebcorr;plbete I\/:Iarlnerfs leraryID |
£ ﬁl‘ll AL The Library has been collecting the Mariners Library titl ., The
: Arsssiith: from its (our) very start in 2000 and we have all 484itl &
| Wk ~  from No. 1, Sailing Alone Around the Worldby Joshua
Festa ‘.'“_, g Slocum, to No. 48The Last Grain Raceby Eric Newby

" Sewryimess  and including AROs owRacundraOs First Cruiséeing y
' ' No. 38. ;—::A
=N, g R

-

. . ——— ———— -

wrnik massowe AR wrote Introductions for seven of the books.

Our third complete collection 8arnegie Medal Winnersstarting withPigeon
Post and now including the 2025 winneGlasgow Boysby Margares
McDonald, recommended by our former Librarian, Winifred Wilson.

So, | pose the rhetorical question: are we unique B possibly in the world B

having these three collections: The WorldOs Story-tellers, Carnegie Medal

winners and the entire Mariners Library? Margaret Ratcliffe, July 2025
(PLEASE NOTE THE LIBRARY IS TEMPORARILY CLOSED FOR LOANS)
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Ahoy!

| have been working on the Challenges in
my Able Seaman Log Book. | am enclosing
the report | wrote for the Free Choice Event

Flint Knapping Workshop

Every week | go to an outdoors ancestral
skills group. We do things how they would
have been done during the stone age, we
whittle things out of wood that we gather in
the forest, make cordage out of nettles,
weave baskets, forage wild foods which we
sometimes cook over a bre that we have lit
ourselves (using bre strikers we have made
ourselves) just like Susan. In the spring we tap Birch trees for their sap and drink it!!

The other fun thing we do is Rintknapping. This is making stone age tools out of int (not Captain
Flint!). My report is about a Rint knapping workshop that | did at the group. | made a knife, a
scraper and some awls. To make this you start off with a piece of Rint which you hit with a hammer
stone. When you hit the RBint with the hammer stone 3akes come off which are very sharp. Flakes
can be used to make knives. The original piece of 3int minus the 3akes can be struck again to
make awls and scrapers.

We put wooden handles on our knives, sticking them on with stone age glue that we made by
melting beeswax, pine resin and charcoal over the pre. It is important to wear goggles and gloves
while Rintknapping so you donOt cut yourself or get a piece of Bint in your eye! | have enclosed a
picture of the tools | made and me making them.!

Q. If the retired pirate was asleep in his houseboat what would he be doing?
A. Flintknapping! Until my next dispatch ShipOs Boy Juno Mesner Lyons
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TARS Regional Gateway

Scotland Al North of the Border

Chairr Vacant

Seretary Eric Gotts ericgotts47@gmail.com
Treasurer Sandy Allan 07380 361486 sandy.allan35@btinternet.com
Editor Andrew Jonegoutwith Committee)  mugbyjunction@outlook.com
Regional Rep. TrusteeSandy Allan

Committee Anne Allan

Northern South of the Border to Cheshire, Gt Manchester, Yorks, oM, N Ireland

Chair Elizabeth Williams 0191 384 4759 finnsarah1990@aol.com
Secretary/Editor Helen Lewis 01229 716685 h.m.lewisb5@btinternet.com
Treasurer Elizabeth Haworth 01539 442050 EHaworth@fba.org.uk
Regional Rep. TrusteeElizabeth Haworth

Committee David ButtersKrysia Clack, Nina Croad, Veronica Priest,

Midland and Wales Wales, Shropshire, Staffs, Derbys, Notts, Leics, Herefords,
Worcs, Warwicks, Northants, Gloucestershire, Oxfordshire, Bucks, Herts

Chair Sarah Samuel 07952 587273 sarah@sarahsamuel.plus.com
Seretary Kathryn Hambleton 01865 390124 kathrynhambletogi@@il.com
Treasurer Peter Wright 0121 443 2910 peterwright180@btinternet.com
Editor Jane Wilson 01933 223672 jane.pippinfort@googlemail.com
Regional Rep. TrusteeSarah Samuel 07952 587273 sarah@sarahsamuel.plus.com
Committee Rachel Chalmers, Nick Ardagh-Walter

Eastern Lincolnshire, Cambridgeshire, Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Bedfordshire

Charr Brian Key 01245 263579 chair.east@arthur-ransome.org
Seretary Nicholas Hinde 01371 820054 sec.east@arthur-ransome.org
Treasurer Duncan Breckels 01206 395711 tarseasttreasurer@gmail.com
Editor Robert Welham 01277 214806 robertwelhamb5@gmail.com
Regional Rep. Trudee

Committee Diana Evans, Ted Evans, Marc Grimston, Wendy Reis,

Jackie Snowman, Peter Willis, Nick Hancox

Southern Gt London, Berks, Kent, Surrey, E & W Sussex, Hants, loW, Channel Islands

Charr

Seretary Rosemary Beal 01243 605889 rjbealtars@gmail.com
Treasurer lain Khan-Gilchrist 07760 454767 iainkg@gmail.com
Editor Rosemary Beal

Regional Rep. Trusteelain Khan-Gilchrist

Committee

South Western Wiltshire, Somerset, Dorset, Devon, Cornwall, Isles of Scilly

Charr Susan Gouldbourne 01271 831520 susan@ttars.co.uk
Secretary Barbara Flower 01963 350199 souwesters@gmail.com
Treasurer Elizabeth Crisp

Editor Barbara Flower

Regional Rep. TrusteeBarbara Flower

Conmmittee Diana Dicker, Naomi Hemingway, Diana Wright
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Greater London! Berkshire! Kent! Surrey East and West
Sussex Hampshire! Isle of Wight and Channel Islands

Southern Region

IAGM Weekend at Box Hill

This event is covered in ShipOs Log, but thanks are due to everyone from the Region who h
make the event a success. We can rest for a few years before thinking about planning anot!
There were no other events in the spring and weOve riatd/ite Cobnor camp So we move on

COMING EVENTS
Autumn Gathering

SATURDAY 25™H OCTOBER 2025 2 to 5 pm
At St MatthewOs Church Hall, Station Road, REDHILL, RH1 1DL

This is a new venue but is, as the address suggests, close to Redhill station and convenient
with a small car-park next to the church. We hope that it will attract a good audience for an
illustrated talk byNada Wakeford. Those who were able to attend the IAGM weekend, will ha
heard Nada speak with great knowledge and passion about the polar explorer Ernest Shack
This is another of NadaOs talks, this time onE

No Way Back - The Ross Sea Party

While Ernest ShackletonOs daring voyage aboa
the Endurance, his epic boat journey in the Jam
Caird, and the dramatic crossing of South Geor¢
are legendary, few know the harrowing story of t
other half of his expedition N the Ross Sea Part
In this talk, weOll uncover the gripping tale of th
forgotten men N left stranded on the icy coast o
Antarctica in the very clothes they stood in, aftel
their ship, Aurora, broke her moorings in a violer
blizzard. Swept out to sea and trapped in pack ice, the ship drifted north, leaving the men cL
with no way home and no communication with the outside world.

Tasked with laying vital supply depots for ShackletonOs Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition,
believed they were the key to his survival N all while not knowing he would never arrive.

There will be refreshments and cake, of course. Junior members are very welcome and the
be additional polar themed activities for them.

It will be necessary to charge £5 per adult toward the hall hire. Please let Rosemary know i
plan to come alongjpealtars@gmail.con
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Birthday Lunch January 17t

This is moving back to the west of the region and will take plat@agiemereon Saturday 17h
January 2026 The venue, The White Horse Hotel in the High Street, is a short walk from th
train station and has a small car-park. Further details will be sent out to Southern Region n
in the autumn when menus become available. Members from other Regions are also most
and if you let the Secretary know you are interested the information will appear in your inbo»
letter box too.

After the IAGM: the Chelsea Walk, Monday 5th May

On the Monday aftergports Peter Willisa select party of enthusiasts assembled at the cornet
Cheyne Walk and Old Church Street. Rachel Chalmers and Nick Liggit, John Pearson, Ros
Wetherall, a nice couple, John and Lisa (whose surname | didnOt get) and Wendy and myse
with lain Khan-Gilchrist to explore RansomeQOs Chelsea and see some of his residences in |
OBohemianO years. I0m on fairly familiar territory, having lived in a Rat in Beaufort Street ir
1960s, andon Classic Boab worked in an ofpbce overlooking the river near Battersea Bridge

lain is a past master at doing this tour and leads us unerringly to 1 Gunter Grove, with its
(comparatively recent) Blue Plaque, Edith Mansions nearby, where the Collingwoods stayec
on a visit, Rectory Chambers (which Rachel found particularly thrilling as there had been a (
next door, with live cows). ThereOs also AA MilneOs house B he was a friend of ArthurOs.

ArthurOs brst home in OBohemiaO was here (It
Hollywood Road B a large square room above a
grocerQOs shop; the following year he moved to Gur
Grove (below, right) where he had the front ground-
Roor room, and which now sports the Blue Plaque.

120 Cheyne Walk, below left, also sports a Blue
Plaque, but to Sylvia Pankhurst. It was occupied by
Arthur, lvy and Tabitha for only Pve weeks in 1911
before they moved to Hatch in Wiltshire, and out of
Chelsea altogether.

o "i";:-.
"ARTHUR

R ANSOME

Above: the Blue Plaque
at 1 Gunter Grove, right

lainOs guided tour was
comprehensive and
entertaining; he says
heOs always willing to
show Tars around.
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SouOwesters and
Seaboots

News from the South-West Region

Q005

OWITH A BLUNT INSTRUMENTO

On the 12th of April Paul Crisp, on zoom, treated us to a wonderful talk about
the next Amazon Publication, the 120 literary reviews in 21 articles for The
Sunday Observer of William Blunt, aka Arthur Ransome. It was very well
attended.

He told us about some of the authors he was writing about including, Miles
Burton, Josephine Bell, Anita Boutell, E.C.R. Lorac and Michael Green. !

| have already started reading some of the books and can't wait for Paul's book to
be published. When we know it is going to be available, you may want to schedule
in a few months of free time so you can read this book and then all the other
books reviewed.

Susan

BAMPTON WALK b 17 ™ May

Lying on the edge of the Exmoor National Park, Bampton is a small town in north
east Devon, about nineteen miles north of Exeter. The Romans are believed to
have had a fort there, and there are Saxon remains to be seen. A Norman Motte
and Bailey castle dates from 1067. The church of St. Michael & All Angels is
Grade 1 Listed, the inside of which contains a model railway. There are a number
of excellent cafes. It is home to Naomi, who organised an excellent visit for SW
TARS on Saturday 17 ™!May. !Meeting at
her house we went into town for coffee
at!Six on Castle , to join our guide from the
Heritage Centre. She led us on a good

tour around the town, uphill to the castle,
and then through narrow streets past the
site of mills which used to employ many

in the town. We finished at the Heritage
Centre in St. MichaelOs. Bampton used to
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have a busy railway station, which became
a victim of the Beeching cuts. The very
detailed N-Gauge model gives a good
view of what it was like. The railway had
run through a cutting near the church, but
almost all trace of it has gone, the cutting
now filled in and is now a car park. We
would recommend Bampton any TAR
visiting the area.

fterwards, we enjoyed our picnic lunches
at Naomi’s house, sitting in the garden to
enjoy a perfect early summer afternoon.
All too soon it was time to say a reluctant
farewell, and make our several ways
home.

Thank you so much, Naomi, for
organising such a pleasant Saturday. Paull

BELATED BIRTHDAY LUNCH
AND HAYNES VISIT B 7 ™ June

“Any colour you like as long as it’s black” read the advert for the Model T Ford — and it seemed to
work, for over fifteen million were sold between 1908 and 1927. The Motor Museum at Sparkford
almost works on the same principle, only the colour is red: not Ferrari or Porsche Red, but Haynes
Red after the famous manuals. If you have any of these mouldering in your garage, hang on to
them, for they are apparently no longer being produced to buy off the shelf at your local Halfords:
instead, seemingly they will be printed “on
demand” or “on line.”

SW TARS met for lunch at The Orchard, a
privately owned village inn at Galhampton
between the A303 and Castle Cary; and
very good it was too!

The food was excellent and the young staff
friendly and helpful. Your SW TARS Food
Critics thoroughly recommend it.

Afterwards, some of the Rattletrap
Enthusiasts went to visit the Museum, and see whether there is a Rattletrap within the vast
collection. It is a great way of spending several hours on a wet Saturday afternoon. It is also
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good value, for your
ticket continues to be
valid for a whole year.
When you have gone
round, there is an
excellent café. This can
be used simply as
somewhere to eat if you
are travelling along the
A303 — it is two minutes
from the road — and you do not need to buy an entry ticket for the Museum, though be warned for it
is tempting to do so!

Paul

Some of the SW committee on a recce at
Buckfast Abbey conference centre as a
possible venue for the 2027 IAGM — hope we
can afford it — watch this space!

S i,

FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN THE SOUTH WEST

Members from other regions are always welcome to join us — email Barbara on

souwesters @ gmail.com for further information.

Saturday 27t September — Simon Dell gave us a very interesting talk via Zoom in October 2023
about the Tavistock Canal, which was built for the export of copper. He is now going to lead us on a
walk of about 2 hours along it’s banks. We’ll meet at 10.45 for an 11 am start, have lunch after the
walk and then have a look round town and possibly the Abbey ruins — there’s a fantastic pannier
market in Tavistock.

Saturday 11t October — 10.45 — 4.00 pm — Bring & Scoff literary day at Creech St Michael, near
Taunton. This is always good fun — bring food to share — we haven’t decided on the activity yet, but
will let you know what it is nearer the time. (NB Change of date from the 18 for this event due to
the hall committee wanting to use our room for breakfasts on the 37 Saturday of the month!)

Saturday 22nd November — 4 pm — Zoom quiz — the link will be on the website in due course.
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7KH 6FRWWLVK ZHDWKHU ZDV PRVW XQNLQG \HW DJDL
DGYHQWXUHUV KRSLQJ WR YLVLW WKH %HOO 5RFN /LJ
VXUYLYLRDDWKHHOG OLJKWKRXVH EXLOW EHWZHHQ D (
5REHUW 6WHYHQVRQ RQ WKH ,QFXWDWR YRENWRP PLOI
S$UEURDWK B8QOLNH ODVW \HDU DW OHDVW RQ WKLYV I
KRXUVY DGYDQFH QRWLFH WKDW WKH VHD FRQGLWLRQ
IRU WKH ERDW WULS RRONVKHRWHHBRIGR QHBRPLQJ IRU W
ILIKWKRXVH WULS QAHE WEKOGHUWNRREKDJ QH\V

7KHUH KDYH DOUHDG\ EHHQ DWWHPSWYV DW DUP WZLV
SODQQHG EXW VR IDU 6DQG\ LV UHVLVWLQJ RUJDQLVL
PD\ EH D SRVVLELOLW\ LV PRQLWRULQJ ,QFKFDSH ODULQHYVY VFKHGXOH
SODFHV RQ WKHVH LI WKH GDWWD\L OPEILQEMAH :DMWFK MBOINWV VSDFH

7KLV WLPH DURXQG VL[ RI WKH DGYHQW&DHHYVSORE FFNRRRWWR KD P H H

2Q WKH )IRGBHDKHDGHG WR WKH 6LJQDO 7RZHU OXVHXP KDYLQJ QRW EHHI
RWKHU )LYH PHW XS DW WKH $VKEURRN *DUGHQ &HQWUH IRU OXQFK DQ
SODQQLQJ WR YLVLW WKH 3LFWLVK 6WR QHYRW\REHR) EXWKEQG | B WG BIW
DURXQG WKH DGMDFHQW *UDYH\DUG LQVWHDG

7TKHUH DUH VRPH IDVFLQDWLQJ P}t
LPLWDWLRQ 3LFWLVK VI\PERO VWR )QG
RQ WKH VXUURXQGLQJ ZDONLQJ W,

7KH IXO0O FRPSOHPHQW RI 6L[ WK
2QH ZLWK DQ HQMR\DEOH HYHQLQ
,WDOLDQ 5HVWDXUDQW

'D\ 7ZRDV DUUDQJHG DV DQ RUJD
JXLGHG WRXU RI +RVSLWDOILHOG
HDUO\ $UWV &UDIWV 6FRWWLVK
RI WKH DUWLVW 3DWULFN $00DQ
(OLIDEHWK OHIW LQ WUXVW LQ

LOQWUKMHBIZEBWBH ERRNHG RQ WKH UHE
PRUQLQJ JXLGHG WRXU RI WKH + |
LQTXLVLWLYH 7$56 PDQDJHG WR
WRXU WLPLQJ E\ DOPRVW KDOI DQ KRXU

' 7TKH



6LJQDOV 6H SMAHAPEHHW

IXFNLO\ RQ ERRNLQJ D WDEOH LQ WKH DGMDFHQW FDIH IRU OXQFK 6DC
- S wwmew ZH ZHUH RQ WKH +RXVH WRXU DQG DUULY
ZRXOG GHSHQG RQ ZKHQ WKH WRXU ILQLYV
WKUHH RI WKH SDUW\ WBRRQW QKXW IQHH [W K
DVVRFLDWHG *DUGHQV EHIRUH ILYH RI XV
SP IRU WKH JXLGHG WRXU RI WKH OHPRUI
UHVWLQJ SODFH RI 3DWULFN $00DQ )UDV|
(OL]IDEHWK DQG KHU SDUHQWYV

7KH OHPRULDO &KDSHO OLHV LQ WKH FHQ'
"HVYWHUQ &HPHWHU\ DERXW D PLQXWH .
+RVSLWDOILHOG +RXVH 1RQH RI XV KDG I
EHIRUH DQG LW ZDV D ORW ODUJHU DQG DUFKLWHFWXUDOO\ DPD]LQJ W
DFFHVVLEOH SDUWV RI WKH &KDSHO ODVWHG DURXQG PLOQXWHYV

7KHUHDIWHU ZH DOO VDLG RXU JRRGE\HV $ VKDPH DERXW WKH ZLQG\ Z
FDQFHOOHG ERDW WULS DQG LW ZDV VWLOO WRR ZLQG\ RQ WKH 6DWX
WKH OHPRULDO &KDSHO ZHUH DPD]LQJ SODFHV WR YLVLW

JRUWKFRPHQW
*RYDGQFLHQW 'LVWUIZFWLBDXODV¥HBXWHPEHU

*RYDQ ROMH WKH UHOLJLRXVY FHOWUH RI2AKKHKD.DQIJEREZ RV BWALDQN KFDAPG |
RI KRXVHV XSVWUHDP RQ WKH ED QAN BY MHKEOBP DWW V& IONGHHO WHUDQFH RI
WKHYHUVLGH O0OXVARPQLILFHQW PRGHUQ EXLOGLQJ KRXVLQJ D IDQWDVW
PDQ\ WUDQVSRUW H[KLELWY LQFOXGLQJ VWHDP WUDLQV PRGHOV RI V
SDUW RI WKH *ODVJRZ NMMAEADH XAV WHWPLO\ DEFSXEDEGHVUDQVSRUW

7KHH ZLOO EH DQWRS § R BYNKHDZ DMAKU R X J
OXVHXPWKIDOHQWUWHMHW RS ZKLFK LV SHUF

EHUWKHG RQ WKH EDQNV RI WKH &0\G TKLV
VKLS LV WKH R QURHWOMUYL\QRRALKDIQVDLOL :

ZKLFK KDV VXUYLYHG LQWDFW LQ 6FRW ” LOLQJ VKL
ZDV RQH RI PDQ\ ZKLFK WUDYHOOHG Dl A, PSLUH
DQG RWKHU SDUWV RI WKH ZRUOG LQY =" _ ‘ OXGLQJ W
DQG ZRRO &RDO IURP %ULWDLQ IZIDS/SHHM R U

RUH ITHUWLOLVHU WLPEHU DQG JUDLQ"‘-" = Uwyv
HZLB®HQ FURVV WKH QHZ SHGHVWULTL LQJ WKH
IRUPHU YLOODJHV RI 3DUWLFN DQG *R YN LFK

KDV DOUHDG\ KDG D PLOOLR®YRRWID

3DULVK &HRUARKXU JXLGH® RRRXV LIAKH

FKXUEK ZHPSXORUH PRQXPHQWVYKURP

FHQWXULHV ZKLFK LQFOXGH EHDXWLI DQG FURYV

VKDIWVY DV ZHOO DV LPSUHVVLYH 9LN Ak N 7KH
KLIKOLJKW RI WKH FROOHFWLRQ LV WKH *RYDQ 6DUFRSKDJXV WKH RQC
RQH RI LWV NLQG FINWRHEH I ULRRPPMRROULVEKHUQ % ULWDLQ

2SSRUWXQLWLHV IRID EOOQAMKLHW EQXGGH W K HWHE® HHUW R®HWORKW HR P DRU VL G
RI WKH ULYHU &O\GH



6LIJQDOV 6H SMAHRPEHHW

JLODDOMHVKRUW ZDO
*RYDQ S5RDIGD@WLYH D
)DLUILHOG +HULWWJH

SPIRU D JXLGHG WR
6SDQQLQJ WZR FHQWX,_
PLGWEHQWXU\ WRKHDU
FHQWXU\ VKLSEXLOGL
LQ *ODVJRZ ZDV WKH
FHQWUH RI WKH ZRUO(_ ¢~
PDQ\ Rl WKH ODUJHV W=
PRVW EHDXWLIXO YHV el -
BKLSEXLOGLQJ DW )DL A ETAvaR v

ZKHUH LW FROQWWLEQXWWMDW #KH &HQWUH LQ WKH $ OLVWHG IRUPHU R|
)DLUILHOG 6KLSEXLOGLQJ DQG (QJLQHHULQJ &R /WG ZDV RSHQHG LQ

7R UHJLVWHU DQ LQWHUHVWHLQ fMRIWWW U IS PSSO KDDNVRIPHP DL O

SHUWK /LWHBDWWXWAD\ 2FWREHU

$Q D®M FHOHEUDWLRQ RI 5DQVRPH DQG 6WRULHV ZLWK ,DQ 6WH
/IHZLV $ 6DLORU 3RHW 6WRU\WHOOHU $XWKRU« DQG 5DQVRPH (

$IWHU \HDUV LQ WKH &RDVWJXDUG 6HUYLFH EDVHG LQ 6WRUQRZD\ W
6WHYHQVRQ )HOORZVKLS OHG gIDVXARRQD UP ' ~HAary ta s,
IROORZHG E\ RWKHUV LQ VXFK SODFHV DV " 7/DVPDQLD
KDV WUDYHOOHG DFURVV WKH Z#RUPDG DBRF 5y

DUWUPV IURP SKRWRJUDSK\ WR FUHDWLQJ ODU LQWH
WKH IRONORUH RI PDULWH P4DDWHF VR Z K\HY
BFRWODQG $V WKH RZQHU RI D FUXLVLQJ
WR VDLO WR WKH )DURHV DQG ,FHODQG FF
URXWHV ,DQOVF @RBANYV DQG % UH®MKWLUH
6FRWWLVK 3RHWU\ %®RARRN VRKHHEHDK D QG
D*XDUGWRE&®N RI W KHROHD®EDRIWWLVK &UDI'
&RDVW DQG &DRP®®WKH FKHUU\ RQ WRISHRL

ILQDOLVLQJ D QURHVMHO ZRVARKDOHFEW LR Q
$ORQJ ZLWK WKLV HWFRWYQIAHQ QKDY H J Wonderful’

LOOXVWUDWHG WDONV IURP WZR 7$56 6FR .
3DUW RI H6BWRDESVIRQ@QG $QGUHZ -RQHV |AN STEPHEN

(LJKW IRUHLJQ PRQH\ LQ 3WKH q éi;ll /\

VKLV VXPP
ULHV DOR

SCOTTISH
CRAFT OF SEA,
\ COAST AND

V (OVLH 0

'H ZLOO EH LQ 3HUWKSYV 'HZDU &HQWUWH ZKLFK KDV DPSOH
VRPH OLPLWHG 10 LVYDAIHWVKLQ ZDONLQJ GLVWDQFH RI WKH EXV DQG V
PHPEHUV ZLOO EH FRQWDFWHG ZLWK BERRNR@H GHOW BIL O WHAIHVINUH W KLHD
ZHTG EH GHOLJKWHG WR VHH \RXLVE&OHFWH WRQW O BWFW R W W KRDWW
HULFIRWWY #IRULIXUWKHU LQIRUPDWLRQ

6ZDOORZV DQG $PD]JRQV IRU HYHU
*ZEKODIDIMRLW%BP QIDLVILFK JX VuRUUDLGK
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6LIQDOV O6HSHWVWBPEHU

When we got to Kinver we decided to go for a walk. | normally have to stay
ZLWK HYHU\RQH HOVH EHFDXVH , GRQ-W KDYH
we had a radio to talk to our mums so we could go ahead. It was gre¢ §
because | felt grown up. We got lost along the way when we were going { &
look for the treasure so we needed some help but we found it in the end. Wi
were one short of having equal amounts (of the edible treas@rand the .
adults got what they wanted too). Then we enjoyed some of the treasure wi
lunch. |
We next went to the Holy Austin Rock and were looking for objects in the SR
houses (from an activity leaflet) and we were allowed to go ahead again. It §
amazing how the houses were just cut out of the rock. They were so mu £
nicer inside than | expected. It also surprised me how there were bats ins g
Then we went to the tearooms and had ioeeam and we also explored the
UHPDLQV RI VRPH RI WKH ROGHU URFN KRX &
FDUYHG LQ WR WKH ZDOO %\ WKHQ WKH KRY
the activity.
Lily Mashiter and Evelyn Goodwin

High Topps in the Malverns

f:H-OO GR WKH OHYHO ELW ILUVW. VDLG 6DUDK DV ZH PHW DW WKFhgdWDUYV
steep valley! However, it levelled off quite quickly and we had a pleasant walk on open ground, overlooking the vast Sever
valley. After a while Sarah challenged us all to get out our compasses and take bearings to decide which path we stwuld take
reach our next destination. All seemed to go smoothly and there was no need to believe that any of the compasses had bee

dropped and broken.

On coming up to a ridge we found a gold mine, or at least a stone structure that was labelled as one, so this seemed al
appropriate place to eat our lunch. From there we followed the western edge of the ridge, with a view down to the Malvern
show ground, finally coming up to the summit of Worcestershire Beacon. What had been a glorious sunny day felt rather

overcast up here, so no great distant views, but it was still good to be there.

JURP WKDW SRLQW LW ZDV D VORZ DQG VRFLDEOH GHVFHQW EDFN WR WKH

Jane Wilson




6LJQDOV 6 HSMAHAPEHHW

Ty

dmills and Whistles ™%

We “he moﬁ_ myof Historic Bundmgs jUS’[ outside: Blrmlr) am, fo&\s; adult and three Junior memb
ood

small car), puffing and-whistling-around the site, giving:rides to anyone they met. Our first stop was a lovely littlertiacia
RU FRUUXJIDWHG LURQ PLVVLRQ FKXUFK FRPSOHWH ZLyWK P.LQLDWX Urkbes
LOWR WKH PXVHXP -V ZRUNLQJ ’ZLQGPLOO ZKHUH ZH ZHUH IXLGHG URXQ
that day, but the sails were pushed. around.manually So-that we could see the process. To set sail you had to untie
across the canvas on all four sails. Talk of flourmmade us-hungry-so pteme—lunch.was the next stop, then on to the smithy
The blacksmith, who admitted he was-an insurance broker by day, showed us how to make iron nails. He then quickly|
the new nails into keyrings with all the Juniors getting.one, hammered with their initials.
- Via a lovely little Victorian cottage, furnished as it would have been in the 1920s, we arrived atwapgsefab where we
admired-its rather fine fittings. It really did look pretty comfy despite its size, and we all liked the kitchen, so mastmilda't
live in-a-tent.in.the jungle despite the lack of rent!. Then, after-a quick visit to a medieval house and a toII housteeatedeo
. the tea shop situated within the old-Gep.re-located.from Shrewsbur¥ Ahhh Teal " -
But whistles Wefe calling: q?‘aﬁﬁsﬁouwwe were standlng on the pfatfo 'étWa‘itthg‘mather smaﬂ'steamirama-Dueamn'gf
a standard Brltlsh timetable it was runnrng Iate»s,qwe were given a free ride-on‘the, dlrty diesel WhICh arrlved aheadud.s
Once back at the station we took the steam-train for a second lap of the museum: *w i, PO L~
Now a feature of the Avoncroft. Museum is that it has the national collection of phone boxes For most people-this wo
| be a huge attraction, but some bright spark, or perhaps a bright sparkie, had the 1déa of actually: coﬁneetmg the phion
_.the boxes. So, you could dial the box next to you, insert your coin and if in an ‘older box, press button A and-chat 1
frlends _As you can imagine, we spent rather-a long time in these, it's not every day you can phone the Tardis! They &
‘S»OI’_HG XV ZLWK WKH- FRaLQV WR XVH $QG RI FRXUVH " ZH fQHYHU PLVVHG
; Sltghtly r.étndomly our visit ‘coincided Wltahget together of town 'Crlers resulting in the slightly odd site of a diminutivetioa
db;ng @_Ipng with a couple of town criers, ‘complete in futt outfit and bells, towed behind. Such sites seensﬁ;d
etthup‘the day' »«A@ﬂlllant day. Qut..wsrtmg the era of Arthur Ransome Our huge thanks to Sarah Samuel for arr mg i
T 1 G 7 A R i (N ety X6 Rebekah David and Katl'tryq(H

) 0

~enough for a fo] entur ur"V|S|t coincided with & meeting of miniature traction engmég\%(thoqgh still around the sizd




6LJQDOV 6 HSMAHHAPEEHHW

We hope that the se events will be able to take place as programmed, but do keep an eyeon
the TARS website and contact the event organiser in case changes have had to be made.

Llyn Tegid / Bala Lake Camp AGM and Junior Parley x
Friday 12 - Sunday 14 September Saturday 24 January

Come to camp beside Llyn Tegid / Bala Lake in North Walesloin us at Flaxmill Maltings, Shrewsbury for our regional AGM
%ULQJ D ERDW LI \RX KDYH RQH RUafdWbid FarldyKiallQued by LLQchV(RIRHWR@ Hwn or use
HOVH:-V %ULQJ D VZLPPLQJ FRVWXRHhd ciRRlelididus\ Re¥et@idnHand/ gliiaved Zobd'). There

inclined. will be time to explore the Flaxmill itselfthe grandparent of
For further information please contact Nick ArdadMalter the modern skyscraper - and its exhibition space.
on nickandamandal558@gmail.com or 07484 284261. Junior activities: following in the tradition of Mrs Swainson,

who covered every surface with hand made doilies, make a
woven mat for your own home. There are also junior trails to
Amazon Archery explore the site.
Saturd 18 Octob Exhibition Cost: English Heritage members free, Adults
_ aturday 1o JCtober — £1050, Juniors 50p (with the usual Midland and Wales Junior
Another opportunity to hone your Amazon archery skills q,nqjqy). For further information please contact Sarah Samuel

under instruction from the Centaura Field Bowmen in Southbn sarah@sarahsamuel.plus.com or 07952 587273.
Derbyshire. Arrive at 11am for practise at the butts, then after

lunch there will be the chance to tour the targets around their .
woodland. Please bring your own packed lunch. Antarctic Adventure X

For further details and to book please contact Paul Green om; 4 ¢, rday 21 Febru ary

pautmidtarscym@gmx.com or 01654 791256 or 07563 g | Q WKH 6ZDOORZV DQG $PD-BMidD QG
962496. Antarctica Expedition. Find out about the famous polar
explorer, ornithologist, natural historian, physician and artist,
/ Be Mrs Dixon for the day: Edward Wilson at The Wilson Cheltenham Art Gallery &
! Museum. It holds a unique collection of watercolours and
make a Pork Pie drawings made by Wilson, who accompanied Scott on two
Saturd ay 15 November Antarctic expeditions, plus collections about his life and the

Become a Mrs Dixon and learn to create your own pork pieh%cgcvaﬁﬁgélf?éirﬁgc_reh?I\%ﬁ‘gg:'in the morning and after
(non-meat option also available) in Gloucestershire. Furthe[unch we will have a go at painting our own wa%ercolours of
details available from Nick ArdagNalter by emailing 9 P 9

. . : illustrations from Winter Holiday.
nickandamanda1558@gmail.com or phoning 07484 284261. Meet at 11.00 at the entrance to The Wilson, 51 Clarence

. X Street, Cheltenham GL50 3JT. Bring a packed lunch or visit
O nI ine Qu |Z the cafZ on site. Admission is free, with a suggested donation
Saturday 14 December of £5. Art materials will be available to use but you are

- . ; . . welcome to bring your own. Please contact Kathryn
Join in online for a Ransorimsed quiz, with a festive feel. For b0 kathrynhambleton7@gmail.com or 07879 832318

more details and a Zoom link, please contact Sarah Samuel A} . ; ;
' more information and to let us know you are coming.
sarah@sarahsamuel.plus.com or 07952 587273 y 9

The icons shown by events above indicate which categories they cover for the Junior Log Book scheme
® !‘ ” 7LWW\.V &KDC 6XVDQ-V &KD -RKQ-V &KDOG
Adventure Event  Nautical Event Discovery Event (Able Seaman Log Book)  (Mate Log Book) (Captain Log Book)

Please send copy for the next issue of The Guich to

jane.pippinfort@googlemail.com by 30 September

Read-along Missee Lee
When the clocks go back in the autumn, cheer your Sunday evenings by joining our shared realdisgesf Leen Zoom. You
can eithcymer take a turn at reading, or just listen in if you prefer. If you would like to take part please serdainte Paul
Green on pauimidtars@gmx.co.m. When the sessions are about to start he will send you a link to the reading on Zoom, which
will be led by Fiona Fyfe.
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Rusland B 3rd June

Krysia Clack, Kirsty Nichol-Findlay and Liz Haworth were the sole representatives this year
at Rusland to remember ArthurOs death. Some roses were added to a posy surrounded by
the usual pile of pine cones on the grave.! It was a chilly evening B we enjoyed a quick
sandwich sitting on a bench.! Very sadly, due to structural problems with the tower, St
PaulOs Church is now not used and so the church entrance has been made inaccessible as
has the old school community room that we used to have our picnics in. The graveyard
remains open to visitors and continues to be maintained.

Upcoming event
This may be of interest to anyone in the south west of our Region b
Manchester, Chester, Preston, Lancaster.
Northern Region will host an Arthur Ransome Day in October
based at Hornby Village Hall,
Saturday 18" October b 10-4
Talks, stalls, displays
Come and celebrate AR and bring a friend.
The village institute is a very attractive grade?2 listed building situated &
Main Street, Hornby, Lancaster. LA28JR




Signals September-December 2025

"HS%& " (&S) +,- #S/-01#2 |
3%45%
%(6(,'$78 " $-$79 $:;:< .

=-&"H&+SWHO1-+ I"HSV&! %' () 1"\ Vo+#, ) -HSI*# 1
-&/%10/%%112)/314,5%)6'&) 11 7#3!*8)19:9; !
<2¥)32/*'#2/%1422$/%1=)2)3/%!>))* 27 @
A8'6!'6!B#3&6"#3*81+#$2*3-@!!
B#3&6"#3*81196'())./26#,)11"/61/123)/*1"/%()3!/2&!*8'6!'6!/!
23/2&1"1%('2?/3)/1 T#3I5H#*81C%/*1"/%(61/2&.1*8)18'2817) %%
DHS$+/21/%6#153'221-#$316/'%'2 2154/ *61#16/'%1#21B'2&)3,)3)
A17$%0IE3#?3/,,)1#71)F)2*6!'61'21E3)E/3/+#2@
Q-+, H&I*H#2V'BVF/'%/5%)!'21%8)10/%%1#31'216)% 7 G+/*)3'2°
HH4[2) 611281 +/5' 2614#3121%) 2% 61421 /16)+*' #2147 1+8) 31!
JH*)26'F)!+/,E6*)@!

1##(1)/3%- 4 F# &1 &'B/EE#'2* ) 2* @
(221" % %01+, ) 2+)1'211/2$/3-19:9:

35



Signals September-December 2025

Alliance of Literary Societies !
AGM & Conference:
University of Sussex 16-18 May 2025!

A nostalgic return for Paul and Winifred Wilson

Winifred and | attended this yearOs event, hosted tBramber House, we were impresssdthe

The Kipling Society, at the University of Sussex at conference facilities: a very well equipped meetin

Falmer, between Brighton and Lewes, along with room, a large room for display tables from the

two other Tars: Amanda Ardagh-Walter, our ALS  various constituent societies and a smaller

committee member, and David Smith; and with overefreshment room. In addition, a terrace gave

60 other participants from ALS societies. excellent views of the campus, with its many new
WeQd realised that it was exactly 50 years sincas) buildings among the trees. We had time to

Winifred graduated from Sussex with her BA in register, have a coffee and meet other participant

African History and my Biochemistry DPhil. We  some we had met before, others were new to us

hadnOt been back to the campus since! (including one contemporary fellow-Sussex stude
We stayed in Lewes, as weOd always b before proceedings began with welcon
preferred this lovely county town of East from the chairs of The Kipling Society

Sussex to brash Brighton when we were
students.

On Friday evening there was a dinne
at the Old Ship Hotel on the Brighton
seafront. The seating plan had been
carefully arranged to introduce members
of the different societies to each other.

and ALS, followed by Presidedtm
Naughtie (eft) in his usual inimitable
enthusiastic style.

Then the real business of the
conference began: Rudyard Kipling. TK
chair, Andrew Scragg, gave a most
interesting overview of his life, work an
During the meal, there was the usual qui legacy D particularly helpful for those o
arranged by Amanda, which stimulated us who didnOt have much previous
much discussion and hilarity. knowledge! After the coffee break, Alex

Next morning we were up early to get to the Bubb of TKS spoke about Kipling in relation to
campus in good time before the meeting b we other authors.
wanted to see how much things had changed in the A long lunch break followed, with an excellent
50 years since we were last there. buffet, and more time for socialising and looking

We recognised the entrance to the site, with  the society stalls. There were also representative
Falmer House predominant; our immediate reactiorslightly Foxedwho were sponsoring the event, ar
was how much the parkland trees have grown. We BatemanOs, the National Trust Kipling home nea
were disappointed the Meeting House (the (where there was a visit next day); and the
University Chapel) was closed, as we were both  University Special Collections Archivist, Karen
members of the chapel choir, where we first got to Watson, who is also responsible for TKS archives
know each other. and library, housed at The Keep, a purpose-built

We progressed up the valley to where we were tentre a mile down the Brighton road.
meet in the old Refectory building. We wanted to see The break allowed Winifred and me to visit the
the residences where we University Library, much extended, where we wei
lived in Park Village, but made welcome by staff after our half-century
came up against absence b Winifred had worked there during the
hoardings protectinga  vacations D although they were unable to produc
large building site, with  my thesis as it wasnOt a weekday! | also found tt
several massive cranes, building, opened in 1972, where | had spent the |

and no obvious way two years of my lab work.

round. A helpful member Dashing back after our explorations, we had tl
of staff informed us that formal ALS AGM, very efficiently run by chair

the Village had been Marty Ross, followed by talks by Tim Pye, Nation

recently demolished to  Curator, Libraries at the National Trust, who is ve
make way for new high- keen to make his libraries more accessible, and

o rise en suite student Dominic Edwardes of The Trollope Society, who
Winifred !~ ogidences! spoke about the r™le of literary societies in the d
oyt5|de the Moving to the age, with excellent advice on recruiting new
Library University Conference members to our societiednother dinner, at the

suite on the 3rd floor of  Hotel du Vin, and for us, home in the morning.
36
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JACK BLAKE and his pals
LesleyOs Dolphins

T
& L.Q‘J Y 1

e — .

OTied up to the dolphinCoot Club ch18

One of my favourite parts @oot Clubis the description of the exciting and perilous passage Jietheel
andTitmousedown through Yarmouth from the northern to the southern river systems. However mal
times | read it, | find it a breathless read, especially the part where Tom has to biieggllongside
the mooring dolphin to wait for the tide to be exactly right to go under the Yarmouth bridges safely.

But IOve always been puzzled about the dolphins as | had never heard the term before.

Now IOve discovered that dolphins are an essential part of the coastal infrastructure. Man-made
that extend above the water level and arenOt connected to the shore, they provide a fixed structure
would be impractical to extend the shore to provide a dry-access facility or to protect docks and bri
from damage caused by ships or to provide a stable base for navigational aids. In addition, dolphin
used to help prevent shoreline erosion by deflecting the force of waves.

But why OdolphinsO? The origin of the name is uncertain. The Oxford English Dictionary says tr
Oapplied to various contrivances fancifully likened to a dolphinO. This usage dates from the early 1

One suggestion is that early mooring dolphins, constructed from wooden piles driven into the se
were thought to resemble a line of dolphins swimming together when viewed from a distance. Anot
suggestion is that the term originated with actual dolphin-shaped mooring cleats used on wharves
and the name was later transferred to all mooring devices. Both ideas are plausible but not entirely
convincing. Any other suggestions@sley Wareing

JuliaOs sailing sisterhood

Nancy Blackett does get at least one mention in this survey of inspiril
female sailors. So does Mate Susan. One would expect no less from
Julia Jones B author and owner of Arthur RansoRet@sDuck But her
focus is on real-life exemplars, including Evgenia Shelepina/Ransom
Other recognisable names include Ellen MacArthur, Clare Francis,
Tracy Edwards, Molly Childers (see page 14 of this Signals), Claudia
Myatt - and about 90 other less famous female mariners (marinesses
with intriguing and sometimes surprising stories. One of my own
favourites is Marion Wyllie, spouse and active crew of OBillO who tur
out to beE well, have a guess. The words Omarine artist® might be &
clue. So | got a biography of him as well as her. This is a book for
dipping into rather than ploughing through, and immensely pleasurak
(Stars to Steer By Julia Jones, pub Adlard Coles 2025, 327pp £22.C

¥ )
—
—
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And one more - a podcast on BBC Sounds from RadRadical with Amol Rajarinterviewing childrenOs
authorKatherine Rundell on the decline in childrenOs reading and OWhy Every School Needs a Libra
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AMAZON )

PUBLICATIONS SR

Novel Ransome

by Kirsty Nichol Findlay

Transforming ChildrenOs Reading £14 (+£3.50 p+p)
Red Skies (2024) by Ivan Cutting

When Orwell met the Ransomes £12 (+£3.50 p+p)

No Holds Barred (2022) EvgeniaOs diaries
1927-1933 , ed. Margaret Ratcliffe £14 (+£3.50 p+p)
Ransome Centre Stag€2021)TARS amateur
dramatics, ed. Alan Hakim £14 (+ £3.50)
Sunlight and Shadowg2020)

Mike Bender £14 (+ £3.50)

The Twilight Years, Vol Il - London

ed. Margaret Ratcliffe £20 (+ £3.58ansomeOs
diary 1950-1963, Foreword by Griff Rhys-Jones.

The Twilight Years, Vol | - Hill Top,
£15 (+ £3.50) RansomeOs diary entries 1956-19

Robert Louis StevensonArthur RansomeOs
study, ed. Kirsty Nichol Findlaj¥8.50 (+ £3.50)

Ransome the Artist,by Roger Wardale, Sketchg:
paintings etc by Arthur Ransome. £5 (+ £3.50)

Ransome on Blue Water Sailinged. Christina
Hardyment. Writings about sailing. £5 (+ £3.50)

A Ransome Bookcasédyy John Cowen
llustrated guide to RansomeOs books. £10 (+ £

Bohemia in London,RansomeOs Ofirst real bo
with the original 1907 illustrations. £7.50 (+ £3.50

From our Special Correspondent Journalism
of Ransome in Egypt, £25 (+ £3.50)

Ransome in China, 1927special correspondenll
to theManchester Guardian and the Baltimore S
by David Jones. £7.50 (+ £3.50)

Arthur Ransome, a Bodley Head Monograph,
Hugh Shelley. £2 (+ £2.50)

Before a Peak in Dariened Paul Crisp. From
Arthur RansomeOs early writings. £7.50 (+ £3.5¢

Fair Cops and Glowworms,ed. Paul Crisg\n
anthology AROs fishing articles. £10 (+ £3)

Genetic Building Blocks,Arthur RansomeOs
forebears, by Margaret Ratcliffe10 (+ £3)

Collecting our Thoughts,Essays from TARS
Library catalogues, 2000-2009 £15 (+ £3.50)
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(TEMPORARILY CLOSED)
PUBLICATIONS FROM TARS

Literary Weekend Transcripts

Report and talks froredinburgh, 2017

£6 (+ 2.50)Previous events,1995, 1999, 2001,
2003, 2005, 2009, 2013, 2018so available.

Encountering the Ransomes: DVD set
Personal memories of Arthur & Evgenia
Presented by Sophie Neville, recorded interviews
filmed 1996-20102-DVD set £20 (+ £1.50)

Mixed Moss
The TARS Journal since 1990

Most previous issues availabi (+£1.50)

BOOKS ABOUT ARTHUR RANSOME

A Thoroughly Mischievous Person
The other Arthur Ransome
by Alan Kennedy £15 (+£2.50)

The Life of Arthur Ransome, by Hugh
Brogan £12 (+ £3)The definitive biography

Good Little Ship: Arthur Ransome, Nancy
Blackettand the Goblin, by Peter Willis

The story ofNancy Blackettinspiration forGoblin
in WDMTGTS her restoration by Mike Rines and
the Nancy Blackett Trus£14 (+ £3.50)

Swallows, Amazons and Coots

a reading of Arthur Ransome by Julian

Lovelock A literary overview of all Othe 120 by th
former editor of Mixed Moss. £17 ( + £1.80)

Arthur Ransome on the Broads

by Roger Wardale Beautifully illustrated and
draws on diary entries from the RansomesO Broa
trips, linked to the relevant books. £15 (+ £3.50)

Arthur Ransome Afloat in Lakeland
W. R. Mitchell) Attractively illustrated account of
AROs haunts by a local author. £10 (+ £1.80)

Arthur Ransome, a Bibliography

by Wayne HammondA comprehensive guide to
all RansomeOs published writing. £20 (+ £3)

Ransome in Russiahy Ted Alexander &
Tatiana Verizhnikova £18 (+ £3.5)



The TARS Stall

UK postage and packing shown for individual items.
To order, or for multiple-item or overseas costs, or any
queries please contact Christine Rae,

e-mail: tarsstall@arthur-ransome.or;

Phone +44 (0)7881 505390, preferably 6-8pm
(but !"# to make card payments, can’t be done);
or SAE: The Manor House, Church Lane,
Houghton, STOCKBRIDGE, Hampshire SO20 6LJ;
Payment may be made by PayPal to:
tarsstall@arthur-ransome.org or by cheque to
$%&'(‘#)**BACS payment details on request.

BOOKS BY ARTHUR RANSOME

RacundraOs First Cruise
Arthur RansomeOs first Oproper®
boat, built and sail in Baltic in the
1920sre-edited by Brian

Hammett, with additional

material. Hardback £10 (+ £3.50)

RacundraOs Third Cruise

Previously unpublished account of
RansomeOs honeymoon cruise in
Latvia in 1924, (includes his draft
of RacundraOs Second Crais
edited by Brian Hammett.
Hardback £10 (+ £3.50)

The 12 Swallows and Amazons books
Vintage Classics paperback edition. Set of 12 £75
(+ £17) Single copies £7 each (+ £3.50)

Audio CDs of Othe 120

Read by Gabriel Woolf
All 12 titles available. £14 ( + £3.50) each.

Old PeterOs Russian Tales
Introduction by Christina Hardyment, with
illustrations by Faith Jaquek7 (+ £3.50)

Swallows and Amazons musical
The script and songs for the Bristol Old Vic stage
musical production, £9 (+ §2

WaltonOs Secret Water
Film by David Webb of the Walton
Backwaters, the setting Sécret
Water country, and including the
River Orwell andVancy Blackett
Run time 75 mins

DVD £15 (+ £2)
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TARS Teddy

Need a mascot? Or
a stocking-filler?
Here he/she is!
companionable
soft toy, 24cm high
(plague flag not
included)
£10 (+ £3.50)

FICTION INSPIRED BY
ARTHUR RANSOME

Strong Winds series bydulia Jones
Contemporary teenage thrillers set in East
Anglia, with a strong sailing element.

Now seven in series:

1.The Salt-Stained Book

2. A Ravelled Flag

3. Ghosting Home

4. The Lion of Sole Bay

5. Black Waters

6. Pebble

LATEST: Vol 7: Voyage North

£7.99 each (+ £1.60) / Set: £49 (+£3.50)

Those Kids

seriesby Jon Tucker

A series of Tasmanian adventure stories for
children by TARS member and live-aboard sailor
Jon Tucker. Ask about available titles £10 (+ £1.8

The Boat in the Bayby Alan Kennedy
Ransome-referenced adventure story £10 (+ £2)

Burgees

For your boat, or for a
OhomelyO decoration for
your bedroom
Polyester burgees,
50x30cm, including
halyard and toggle.
Three designs:

TARS (Swallow+ Skull
and Crosshones)
Skull and crossbones,
Swallow, £18 (+ £2.50)

TARS Enamel pin badge
(Swallow + Skull and
Crossbones) approx
2x3cm £3 (+£1.50)


mailto:tarsstall@arthur-ransome.org?subject=
mailto:tarsstall@arthur-ransome.org

Signals September-December 2025

TARS Publications etc

ISSN 2633-9331

SIGNALS
SIGNAL

THE MAGAZINE OF THE ARTHUR RANSOME SOCIETY

e

LITERARY
WEEKEND

WhoOs coming
to Harrogate?

Twenty years of
Signalling to TARS

RansomeOs winter
and summer pair

OHolly HoweO E and
a tall(ish) ship

JANUARY-APRIL 2024 ~ WITH IAGM DESPATCHES

SIGNALS is the SocietyOs

MIXED
MOSS \

TIEE SOURENAL OF THE p
ARTILR AN socery Log

2019 -

MIXED MOSS, the SocietyOs

Magazine, published three times Journal, is published annually

a year with news of events,

activities and Ransome-related

happenings in the UK and
overseas, as well as letters,
features, reviews and
contributions from members.
The January-April issue

includes Despatches, with news

and booking forms for the
International AGM.

The May-August issue has the

Library Supplement, while the
September-December issue
includes ShipOs Log, which
carries reports from the IAGM.

Each of the six UK Regions

and contains generally longer
articles on literary, historical
and research matters. Potenti:
contributors are invited to
contact the Editor with articles
or outlines/suggestions.

Copy deadline is June, witt
distribution to members in the
autumn.

Mixed Moss 2024;

Editor Peter Wright
peterwright180@btinternet.com
Published with Signals December
Back issues: most in stock at
the TARS Stall, £4 + p+p

has up to three pages for its owr LITERARY WEEKENDS

events and news.
Some overseas material is

Transcripts of Talks from
previous events are available

included; overseas TARS groups from the TARS Stall, £6.50

also have their own newsletters

b see below.

Signals Editor is
Peter Willis
signals@arthur-ransome.org

01394 387907 / 07979 721901

Copy deadlines 1 March,
1 July, 1 November

USA/Canada: Signals from
Tarsus/North Pole News
Editor: Simon Horn
shorn@colba.net
Australia/New Zealand:
Furthest South

Editor: Phoebe Palmieri,
phoebe.palmieri@gmail.com.

Amazon Publications
produces a Ransome-linked
book yearly on a subscription
basis. Next title (2028Vith a
Blunt InstrumentSome back
issues on TARS Stall.
Enquires to Christine Rae:
tarsstall@arthur-ransome.org
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.Outlaw

THE OUTLAW is the TARS
magazine specially for Juniors
sent to all Youth and Group
members, three times a year,
along with Signals.

Contact the Editors on
outlaw@arthur-ransome.org
or Outlaw Editors c/o TARS,
17 Chesterwood Road,
Birmingham B13 0QG

RANSOME ONLINE

TARS WEBSITE:

arthur-ransome.org
with log-in access for
Members pages

Webmaster: Ben Hambleton
email:webmaster@arthur-
ransome.org

OTHER WEBSITES
The Arthur Ransome Trust:
arthur-ransome-trust.org.uk

The Nancy Blackett Trust:
nancyblackett.org

allthingsransome.net
a useful resource site

tarboard.net discussion forum

FACEBOOK GROUPS
The Arthur Ransome Group
(monitored public group)

The Arthur Ransome Society
(TARS) Facebook Group
(monitored TARS-only group)


mailto:peterwright180@btinternet.com
http://arthur-ransome.org
http://arthur-ransome-trust.org.uk
http://nancyblackett.org
http://tarboard.net
mailto:shorn@colba.net
http://arthur-ransome.org
http://arthur-ransome-trust.org.uk
http://nancyblackett.org
http://tarboard.net
mailto:shorn@colba.net
mailto:peterwright180@btinternet.com

The TARS Library

contains over 1,000 books written by Ransome, read
by him, written about him or connected with him.
Browse the complete list on the TARS website, or
request a paper copy for a small charge.

The Manor House, Church Lane, Houghton,
STOCKBRIDGE, Hants SO20 6LJ

(TEMPORARILY CLOSED)
email tarslib@arthur-ransome.org

TARS Committees etc

Literary & Resources:

Krysia Clack (Chair), Elizabeth Williams
(Secretary),Chris Birt, Paul Crisp, Ann Farr,
Susan Gouldbourne, Ben Hambleton, John
Pearson, Christine Rae, Lesley Waering,
Winifred Wilson, Peter Wright

Publications:

Susan Gouldbourne (Chair), Barbara
Flower (Secretary), The Blue Family, Peter
Willis, Peter Wright

Rosemary Beal 01243 605889
rebealtars@gmail.com

Contribute to Signals!

Letters, articles, reviews, news, photos always
welcome. Send them to the Editor at
peterwillis1144@gmail.com or

Creek View, School Lane, Martlesham,
Woodbridge IP12 4RR  tel 01394 387907
Advertisements also accepted. Ask for rates.

Signals September-December 2025

TARS Subscriptions
2025 rates

(renewals due 1st January)
Adult (including Seniors) £25
Family/Group £35
Junior or Student £15
Overseasas UK, with Signals/Outlaw online
(otherwise + £5 postage surcharge)
Corporate rate £60

RED SLIPPER FUND

Research and publishing grants
available with new grant criteria

The Red Slipper Fundexists to encourage research into
all aspects of Arthur RansomeOs life and writings. This
is one of the five objectives of the Society and we believe
there is still much to discover!

To encourage more of you to undertake research,
whether for a small article, pamphlet or book, for pleasure
or academic study, grants may be used towards travel costs,
incidental expenditure or the costs of publication.

All we ask is that the TARS contribution is
acknowledged in your work and that a copy is forwarded to
the TARS Library.

For an application form and more details please contact:
Peter Wright, peterwright180@btinternet.com
17 Chesterwood Road, Kingf)s Heath
Birmingham B13 0QG Tel: 0121 443 2910

Junior Adventure Fund

Calling all young TARS aged 13 to 19If you are
planning to take part in a Ransome-inspired outdoor
activity, the TARS Junior Adventure Fund may be
able to to help with the costs.

The range is enormous — sailing, climbing, archaeological
events, walking and camping, Scouting etc to name just a
few. There are a few rules: School trips and GCSE field
studies, or trips with parents are not eligible; Only one
award per person.

Please see the TARS website for further details or
contact Paul Crisp: p.crisp048@btinternet.com

Book Donations Guide
If you have Ransome-related books to
dispose of, or have been offered some, and
would like advice from TARS, guidelines are
now available on the Website, from all
Regional Secretaries or the Chair of the
Literary Resources Committee, Krysia Clack
(steve@ksclack.plus.com)
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