
ISSN -2633-9331

b

S I G N A L S 
THE MAGAZINE OF THE ARTHUR RANSOME SOCIETY

S I G N A L S

SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 2025 with SHIPÕS LOG 

All about the IAGM 

ARLE ART TARS etc  
The Hardyment guide to  

Ransome acronyms 

Low Ludderburn 1925  

Childers to Ransome 
a biographerÕs tale 

Latest additions to 
the TARS Library 

Around ArthurÕs 
Chelsea    



Signals September-December 2025

The Arthur Ransome Society 
!"#$%&'()"*+%+,-."/)"01'2'(,--3"4$"566789:;"

<-=+>,-2-."?@A-3"!//$,"B'CC"!2,"0'CC-2)D"E+2FC'(.D"E-(.'CD"#1%/2+'"*!G":!*"
#$%&'()"H-A2-,'2)3"I$J("K-'2>$(D"L'>".M-("#C'2+%$(D"<$1,-".-"K'C$CC"N"C'"H-CO'D"PQ88R55"#S<STD"P2'(A-""

-%'+C3",'2>+(U$V'2,J12Q2'(>$%-W$2="""""X-/>+,-3"XXXW'2,J12Q2'(>$%-W$2="

President: John Sergeant 
Honorary Vice Presidents: Christina Hardyment, Ted Alexander, Ted Evans 

TARS Board 2025/2026: Elected Trustees

Company 
Secretary: 
John Pearson 
+33 468 833458 

Treasurer: 
Susan 
Gouldbourne 
01271 831520 
susan@ttars.co.uk 

Vice-chair and 
Overseas Members 
Representative: 
Krysia Clack 
01904 642971 
memsec@arthur-
ransome.org

East: 
Vacant 

North: 
Elizabeth 
Haworth 
01539 
442050 

South: 
Iain 
Khan- 
Gilchrist 
07760 
454767 
 

Membership Secretary 
 

Krysia Clack 

memsec@arthur-ransome.org 
 

                           Overseas co ordinators:  
USA: Mark Purtill +1 425-420-4391usa@arthur-ransome.org. Canada: Ian SacrŽ +1 250-871-269 

canada@arthur-ransome.org Australia:  Jan Allen <jp8fillyjonk@bigpond.com> 
New Zealand: Barbara and Neil Robertson 04 473 6383 newzealand@arthur-ransome.org  

Japan: Mikako Tarashima +81 3 6421 5668 japan@arthur-ransome.org 

Midland  
and Wales: 
Sarah 
Samuel 
07952 

South-
West: 
Barbara 
Flower 
01963  
350199 

Scotland: 
Sandy 
Allan 
07380  
361486 

David Butters 
01772 865840 
davidbutters937
@hotmail.com

PeterWillis 
07979 721901 
peterwillis1144@ 
gmail.com

Chair: Rachel 
Chalmers 
chair@arthur-
ransome.org 
 

        Regional Representative Trustees

Dermot Stanley 
07855 779060 
dstanleyrd@ 
gmail.com 

Peter Wright 
0121 443 2910 
peterwright180 
@btinternet.com

mailto:susan@ttars.co.uk
http://gmail.com
http://gmail.com
mailto:usa@arthur-ransome.org
mailto:newzealand@arthur-ransome.org
mailto:japan@arthur-ransome.org
mailto:memsec@arthur-ransome.org
mailto:susan@ttars.co.uk
http://hotmail.com
mailto:usa@arthur-ransome.org
mailto:newzealand@arthur-ransome.org
mailto:japan@arthur-ransome.org
mailto:memsec@arthur-ransome.org
mailto:tarsinfo@arthur-ransome.org
http://www.arthur-ransome.org
http://hotmail.com


Signals September-December 2025

1

SIGNALS  
THE MAGAZINE OF THE ARTHUR RANSOME SOCIETY 

SEPTEMBER-DECEMBER 2025  

Editor Peter Willis  ©The Arthur Ransome Society 2025  

Items within all Society publications remain copyright of the contributors  

and do not necessarily reflect the views of TARS 

CONTENTS 

News                                                                                                                   2-3 

Events Calendar                                                   4               

ShipÕs Log: the IAGM       5-12 

    including AGM report       9 

    The Lit Est & the rest    10                 

    ÔMy first IAGMÕ                     12 

Low Ludderburn 1925          13 

Jim Ring, biographer                14 

Literary Weekend 2026         15                        

Library latest                                                                             16 

Junior Logbook                                                                      18 

REGIONAL GATEWAY         19         

      Southern Region                         20 

   South-West Region          22 

   Scotland                                     25 

         Eastern Region                   28 

  Midland and Wales           30 

  Northern Region                 33 

ALS and nostalgia              36 

Jack Blake (and pals)                    37  
TARS Stall       38-39 

Publications etc                 40 

Reference           41  

       

From the Editor 

Her parasol, our sail 
Far be it from me to imply any likeness between Christina Hardyment 
and the Great Aunt. I donÕt know if she even owns a parasol, though 
she appears to know how to use one, with a poke here, or as an 
auxiliary sail there.  

Rather, she is much more like the Good Fairy who awakened the 
sleeping giant of Ransome appreciation in 1984 with Captain FlintÕs 
Trunk, and then in 1990 launched TARS Ð with a drop of grog on the 
bows of Amazon, newly-restored thanks largely to her efforts. 

Since the inauguration of TARS she has aways been around to give 
a shove where needed, becoming an Executor of the Ransome 
Literary Estate, which in 2010 decided it needed a charity to further 
its work, and so the Arthur Ransome Trust was brought into being. 

Her talk at our IAGM was both fascinating and informative, and I 
have no hesitation in reproducing it in this issue.  

And itÕs given further impetus to much discussion about all sorts 
of things. LetÕs start with the TARS Library, a significant collection 
(as Margaret Ratcliffe shows on pages16-17) with nowhere to go.  

Then thereÕs Abbot Hall, TARSÕ registered address, owned (along 
with Windermere Jetty) by the Lakeland Trust but closed and partly 
empty due to lack of funds. And the Arthur Ransome Trust, seeking to 
establish a Ransome Centre in the area, and in possession (like the 
NBT) of a substantial recent legacy.  

I shall probably get keel-hauled for pointing all this out and I 
daresay (indeed I know) there have been ÔdiscussionsÕ. But perhaps 
itÕs time for another bout of joined-up thinking. Anyone got a parasol? 

                    Peter  
                                                                                    

This issueÕs cover
The TARS ßag is 
particularly Þne but rarely 
does an IAGM venue 
provide such a splendid 
ßagpole as Juniper HallÕs. 
And well done Linda 
Hendry for capturing it in 
full ßight! (but who are 
those two little Þgures at 
the foot of the pole?) 
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TARS President takes 
Nancy BlackettÕs helm 
John Sergeant, President of 
TARS, enjoyed a sail on Nancy 
Blackett earlier this summer Ð 
Òan unforgettable experience,Ó 
he said afterwards. 

For Nancy herself this year 
marks a special anniversary: on 
September 8th it will be 
exactly 90 years since she 
gained her present name.  

On that day, a Sunday, in 
1935, Arthur Ransome, who had 
just moved to Suffolk to enjoy 
some sea sailing and was 
seeking a boat in which to do it, 
was taken by friend to Poole 
Harbour to be shown a possible 
purchase: a Hillyard 7-tonner 
called Electron.  

ÒHorrible name,Ó he 
declared; ÒShe will be Nancy 
Blackett.Ó And so, within days, 
she was. He bought her on the 
spot and had her new name 
registered by September 13, 
before sailing her up-Channel, 
home to Pin Mill.  

Her name-board took a little 
longer to change, it seems, 
which is presumably why Pin 
Mill Sailing ClubÕs new 
member, Mr Ransome of 
Levington, came to be recorded  
in the clubÕs records as the 
owner of ÔElectronÕ.              PW
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Swallow sails again 
Restored film dinghy joins Amazon at Broads camp 

Swallow, the dinghy 
from the 1974 film of 
Swallows and 
Amazons, arrived in 
time for the start of 
the TARS ÔRoaring 
DonkeyÕ Broads camp 
on August 8th, 
following her 
relaunch after her 
major restoration at 
HunterÕs Yard.  
     Marc Grimston 
reports ÒWe did a 
capsize test to make 
sure her new 
buoyancy bags were 
working, and there we were Ð Swallow and Amazon were the main 
attraction at the camp. Seeing both boats sailing together was magic, 
and the work that Hunters have done is first rate.Ó 

Both boats are now available for hire at Hunters  Ð Marc reports 
that as a result of seeng them together on Hickling, someone phoned 
Hunters to book them both for the weekend after the camp. 

A full report on the Roaring Donkey Camp in the next Signals. 

ÔSwallows and ArmeniansÕ, the 
musical adaptation of Karen 
BabayanÕs book, hitherto seen in 
open-air productions went 
ÔindoorsÕ this summer with stage 
debuts at theatres in London and 
Leeds Ð and the production was 
filmed. ItÕs now on YouTube so 
we can all watch it at home free 
of charge. Go to YouTube and 
type: @karenbabayan293 in the 
search bar, or visit 
www.karenbabayan.com and go 
to the News section for the link. 

This new version includes 
additional music by KarenÕs 
daughter Persia who also helped 
with the adaptation. Swallows 
and Armenians explores the 
Armenian heritage of the Anglo-
Armenian originals of the 
fictional Swallows - the children  
of Dora (nee Collingwood) and 
Ernest Altounyan.  

Peter Wright, who saw the 
show at Leeds, and declared it 
ÒexcellentÓ; is planning an 
extended review in Mixed Moss. 

Photo from the 
London stage 
production of 
Swallows and 
Armenians

ÔArmeniansÕ go on stage Ð and screen

Swallow under sail, Dermot Stanley at the 
helm. Photo Carl Mesner Lyons

http://www.karenbabayan.com
http://www.karenbabayan.com
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TARS Library 
still in need of 
a new home 
The TARS Library is about to 
lose its present home Ð 
Christine Rae is moving this 
month so the Library is now 
even more than ever in urgent 
need of new premises.  

If you can offer or suggest a 
solution please contact Krysia 
Clack on 07941 972056. or at 
memsec@arthurransome.org   

The Library is one of the 
great achievements of the 
Society Ð as Margaret 
RatcliffeÕs article on pages 
16-17 demonstrates. Locking it 
away in a storage unit would be 
little short of a disaster. 

TARS Stall too 
The TARS Stall will also be 
affected Ð and as well as a new 
base, it will also need a new 
manager to handle orders: 
Again, please contact Krysia if 
you would like to discuss 
getting involved. 

OBITUARY 

Stephen 
Benham 
In April we lost Stephen 
Benham who died peacefully in 
hospital, with his wife Sue 
Byrne and daughters Nia and 
Bethan by his side.  
   Stephen played an active and 
enthusiastic role in TARS 
having served on the Board and 
Midland and Wales 
Committees. He kept us 
entertained with knowledgeable 
anecdotes at many camping 
trips. His friendly and cheerful 
nature and enthusiasm for AR 
will be very much missed. Kind 
donations in his memory have 
been received by TARS. RC 
ÔHedd perffaith hedd' 
(Ôpeace perfect peaceÕ in Welsh)
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With just 10 days to go, TARS 
discovered that Lakeland Arts 
was resurrecting its ÒFestival of 
the LakeÓ event at Windermere 
Jetty on 28 June, celebrating the 
lake through live music and 
story telling, workshops, talks 
and, of course, boats. 

Using Chair's discretion, reports 
Rachel Chalmers, I thought this 
too good an opportunity to miss 
and rapidly muscled TARS in on 
the event, arranging for us to have 
a stall to advertise the Society and 
inform the public of AR's life and 
works. 

Once the Jetty was on board, it 
was a matter of finding our public 
liability insurance documents, the 
pull-up banners, a table (they 
supplied chairs but no table!), 
materials such as back copies of 
The Outlaw, Mixed Moss and 
Signals Ð and stickers. These 
proved to be a hit and if we learnt 
nothing else from the event, it is 
to have more stickers!A small but 
merry band of willing volunteers 

was press- ganged from the 
Northern Region to help on the 
day Ð thanks to Liz Haworth, 
Veronica Priest and Elizabeth 
Williams that visitors went away 
with more insight into AR, 
awareness of TARS and lots of 
stickers. We all had a great day 
out and took the opportunity to 
connect with our friends over on 
the ART stall among others. 

I hope we have helped to 
consolidate our relationship with 
Windermere Jetty after the 
phenomenon of last year's 50th 
anniversary of the 1974 S&A 
film, but this one very nearly 
escaped our notice so more 
work to do there! If any Tars 
know of an upcoming eventÉ

Elizabeth Williams at the desk Ð and Lesley Wareing (right) dropped 
by. The weather (below) wasnÕt all it might have been

TARS returns to  
Windermere Jetty

mailto:memsec@arthurransome.org
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22-24 August Cobnor Camp South

12-14 September Llyn Tegid/Bala Lake 
Camp

Midland 
Wales

19 September Govan inc!
Riverside Museum

Scotland

27 September Tavistock!
Canal Walk

South-West

11 October Bring & Scoff Literary Day
Creech St Michael

South-West

18 October Arthur Ransome Day
Hornby Village Hall

North

18 October Literary Day, Perth Scotland

18 October Amazon Archery!
South Derbyshire

Midland 
Wales

25 October Autumn Gathering
Redhill

South

15 November Mrs DixonÕs
Pork Pie Day

Midland 
Wales

22 November ÔZoomÕ Quiz South-West

14 December Online Zoom Quiz Midland 
Wales

17 January AR's Birthday Lunch
Haslemere

South

17 January AR's Birthday Lunch!
Wroxham

East

24 January AGM and Junior Parley
Shrewesbury

Midland 
Wales

21 February Antarctic Adventure, 
Wilson Gallery 
Cheltenham

Midland 
Wales

27 July -1 August
Secret WaterÕ Camp

Walton Backwaters, Essex East

14-17 August 
2026

TARS IAGM Weekend !
Rydal Hall, Cumbria

TARS/North

16-18 October 
2026

TARS Literary Weekend !
Winchester

TARS

DATE
CALENDAR !
OF EVENTS REGIONDATE
CALENDAR !
OF EVENTS REGION

Members who died in 2024 
Barbara Brown 4186 SW 
Alan Dennison 25 South 
Maida Follini USA 
Fr Michael Head 3418 USA 
Brian Hopton 0913 South 
Arthur Ingham 2964 Eastern 
Brian Jones 225 
Brian Parkinson 4893 North 

We normally try to keep this 
information updated on an annual 
basis in the first Signals of the 
following year, while including 
obituaries of prominent members 
more immediately.  
Please notify us with region and 
membership number if available, by 
contacting  Krysia Clack, the  
Membership Secretary, 
memsec@arthur-ransome.org 

Mixed Moss Indexes 
The Indexes for Mixed Moss from its 
first issue in 1990 (Vol 1, No 1) to the 
current 2024 issue (published in 
December 2024) are now complete and 
are available on the TARS website 
(arthur-ransome.org) as pdfs now that 
the MembersÕ pages are accessible 
again: search under:  
Publications/Mixed Moss 

The indexes comprise:  
Volumes Index: 40 issues, including 
two issues per year Ð `Summer and 
WinterÕ Ð in 1997-2000 and 2003, 
covering 47 pages Ð some volumes 
required more than one page;  
Author Index  Ð 52 pages, and  
Subject Index Ð 102 pages.  
In all, 201 pages. 

The Volumes and Author Indexes 
include Notes to amplify the Titles, also 
appended, often abbreviated, to the 
Titles in the Subject Index. 

The intention is to update the indexes 
each year when the new issue is 
published (2025 due with the next 
Signals mailing). Please send any errors 
and omissions for amendment at the 
next update to 
paulwilson204@hotmail.co.uk

http://arthur-ransome.org
mailto:paulwilson204@hotmail.co.uk
http://arthur-ransome.org
mailto:paulwilson204@hotmail.co.uk
mailto:memsec@arthur-ransome.org
mailto:memsec@arthur-ransome.org


ShipÕs Log page 1 Signals September -December 2025

SHIPÕS LOG: THE 2025 IAGM AT JUNIPER HALL 

Settling in and even further South 
Nada Wakeford, as well as delivering the Friday evening talk on  
Ernest Shackleton sent in this appreciation of the venue, and the 
organisersÐ chiefly Rosemary Beal with support from husband  
Mike. As well as being TARS Southern Region Secretary, Rosemary 
runs a Girl Guide group - and it shows!  

ÒThe venue itself was full of quiet character. Once clearly quite 
grand, it now carries the softened edges of timeÑornate details still 
visible, mingling with the more practical features of a building thatÕs 
very much lived-in. There was a charm in its slightly faded features; 
not polished or pristine, but undeniably welcoming and full of history. 

ÒUnlike so many historic houses that end up mothballed or 
sanitised into museum pieces, this one is still very much alive. People 
were moving about, chatting, settling inÑyou could see guests at the 
windows sorting out their bedding and squaring away blankets like 
seasoned expeditioners. Everyone had to make their own beds, which 
added to the sense of adventure - a bit like  Swallows and Amazons, 
but with better plumbing! 

ÒIts setting was another pleasant surpriseÑjust a stoneÕs throw 
from the A24,, but with rolling hills and birdsong that made you feel 
like you were in the depths of the countryside.Ó 

The East-West Room, a well-equipped lecture theatre adjacent to the 
Hall provided a perfect venue for talks and activities Ð including NadaÕs 
opening talk on Shackleton.
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PeterÕs IAGM Journal
Friday afternoon, on the 
Victoria Station concourse, 
examining a bewildering choice 
of trains to Dorking on the 
departure board,  we spot John 
Pearson among the crowd. 
Catch up with him on arrival 
and share a taxi to Juniper Hall 
Ð an utterly charming 
Edwardian country house, now 
converted to a field studies 
centre but still with a splendid 
wrought-iron porch currently 
occupied by a good many 
familiar TARS. 

Inside, an odd mixture of 
luxurious leather-sofaÕd library 
and lounge with more basic 
facilities geared to handling 
large groups of teenagers.  

WeÕre in a twin-bed room 
probably for teachers Ð very 
comfortable, shower and so on. 

The dining hall is self-
service, benches at tables, 
clearly not designed for a 
formal dinner (there wonÕt be 
one) but the food is good. 

The evening talk, is about 
Ernest Shackleton Ð a bit off-
topic IÕd thought, but it seems 
many TARS (me included) are 
fascinated by him, and Antarctic 
exploration in general, and the 
speaker, Nada Wakeford  is a 
Fellow of the Royal Geographic 
Society, and very personable. A 
really good talk, with a 
knowledgeable audience. 
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Box Hill Ð the ÔHigh PointÕ  
by Mary Pritchard 

Clear skies and sunshine! What more did we need for a Box Hill 
walk? This being 2025 we did, of course, need a briefing Ð so with 
warnings about ticks and plants that might cause rashes or worse we 
were made aware of hazards that we might encounter but certainly  
that did not dampen our enthusiasm.  
    Nicola Wilberforce (member number 20) led us up to the 
viewpoint near the summit, passing the Òlast ditch attempt to save the 
British EmpireÓ.  
This fort, built in 1800, was one of thirteen built as part of a defence 
system when invasion from France seemed possible. 
     At the summit walkers were joined by TARS members who had 

ascended by a variety of rattletraps as 
well as folk from all over the world.   
John Pearson later said that this was the 
part of the weekend that he enjoyed the 
most Ð Òit resembled the  centre of a 
medieval village on market day!Ó As he 
rightly pointed out it was performing a 
tremendous social function.  
    It was certainly a place of happiness. 
We all scanned the horizon before folk 
went different ways. Some returned to the 
valley or relaxed at Juniper Hall, while 
others walked to the scenic stepping 
stones or Mickleham Downs. The latter 
was such a 

glorious walk with some of the wood 
carpeted with bluebells and numerous 
juniper trees.    
    A slow worm, sunning itself on the 
path, reminded us of  The Billies.  
    As with all TARS events we ate a 
substantial picnic, accompanied by 
laughter and tales. Luckily there were 
no ticks or hazardous encounters with 
plants and for many the walk was a 
highlight of the weekend. 
    As Christina  Hardyment 
commented it was Òthe star pointÓ.

6

More PeterÕs Journal 

Saturday and the ascent of Box 
Hill, by various means. IÕm with 
Roger Sturge whoÕs using a 
walking frame, and we accept a 
lift from Ann Farr. We find one of 
the few remaining parking spaces 
and move to a secluded bench 
near the Viewpoint, where quite a 
lot of other Tars are gathering. 
Roger and Ann fall into a deep 
discussion about the qualities of 
their hi-tec hearing aids (not the 
only one I overhear during the 
weekend) so I leave them to it and 
go to find Wendy who has walked 
up. We attempt to envisage Jane 
AustenÕs Emma and Mr Knightly 
enjoying a picnic here, and fail.  

We decide to walk down using 
Nicola WilberforceÕs map, and 
avoiding the Stepping-Stones. We 
have a few misgivings when it 
leads us up rather than down but 
eventually we emerged onto a 
broad, grassy open space  where 
we meet a 90-year-old lady 
(planning to walk nine miles) who 
confirms it is indeed the ÒJane 
Austen walkÓ The views are 
gorgeous, and we can see Juniper 
Hall below. 

Back at the Hall I meet up with 
Rachel and Nick - ÒFancy a 
pint?Ó he says, and with an hour 
to spare before the play rehearsal,  
why not? We hop into the Yeti and 
drive round to a nearby pub (The 
Horse and Something?) where we 
discover Chris Burt and a tableful 
of other Tars. 

Then back to the East-West room  
(proper name for last nightÕs 
lecture theatre apparently) to 
rehearse (or under-rehearse, 
according to Despatches) ÔThe 
Great-Aunt Returns and LeavesÕ , 
written by the late Brian Hopton 
and produced on this occasion by 
Rosemary Beal. IÕve at last 
realised my ambition of being 
promoted (from ÔThird 
PolicemanÕ or whatever) to 
Timothy/Squashy Hat himself.

Right ÒLike a 
medieval 
village on 
market dayÓ 
according to 
John 
Pearson. 
Below: the 
Stepping 
Stones, and 
Juniper Hall 
from the hill.
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ÔThe Great Aunt Returns (again) and LeavesÕ
For many years, when Southern Region hosted an IAGM, we were able to call on Brian Hopton for one of 
his plays. Sadly Brian died last July, but we still have his scripts, many of them printed in Amazon 
PublicationsÕ Ransome Centre Stage. For this year, we did not have the resources to put on a full play, but 
Rosemary Beal was able to adapt The GA Returns and Leaves, performed at our last IAGM in 2019, into a 
Ôradio playÕ format: parts read from scripts, no costumes Ð apart from a Squashy Hat, and a red one for 
Nancy Ð and with a few telling sound effects. So a scratch team was assembled, many from the old Hopton 
Repertory Company with a few newcomers to fill in the gaps.  
    Some could only be described as typecast: Paul Crisp is Col Jolys and Hilary Weston is Nancy, but Jill 
Goulder is less easy to tie down. Over the years she has graduated upwards from Nancy, creating the part of 
the absent Molly Blackett with a prologue and epilogue of her own. 
    The GA herself was played by Mary Pritchard, a newcomer to the Company. Possibly a little too likeable, 
but then the GA herself mellows towards the end, after eviscerating Tommy Jolys and realising Nancy (Ruth, 
please!) is cast in her own mould. What came across very clearly in the performance was what a hugely 
amusing scene this was. Did we notice when we first read Pict and Martyrs? Had Brian inserted jokes of his 
own? No, they were all ArthurÕs. Alan Hakim
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The cast (with very far left, the 
blue-clad shoulder of producer 
Rosemary Beal): Jill Goulder, 
Molly Blackett; Paul Crisp, Col. 
Jolys; Mary Pritchard, The GA; 
Peter Willis (in a squashy hat), 
Timothy; Hilary Weston (in red 
hat), Nancy; Barbara Flower, 
Dot; Andrew Silk, Dick; Sarah 
Samuel, Billy; David Middleton, 
police sergeant.!
Not pictured, Elizabeth Howard 
played Jacky and Police 
Constable.

A Literary Afternoon 
Saturday was launch day for Amazon PublicationsÕ 
latest book: Kirsty Nichol FindlayÕs Novel Ransome, in 
which Ð very charmingly and readably Ð she makes the 
case for AR as a Òmodern novelistÓ. Copies still 
available from Amazon or the TARS Stall. 
ThatÕs Kirsty in the middle Ð the only one without a 
copy! And how many of these other Ôladies (mostly) 
who launchÕ can you identify? (see right) 

Also on display were 
the LibraryÕs 
recently-donated 
copies of ArthurÕs 
first books Ð The 
ABC of Physical 
Culture, Highways 
and Byways in 
Fairyland and six 
other titles, donated 
by US Tar John Tyler 
II, who joined the 
IAGM by Zoom link 
on Sunday. Also on 
show was the album 

of Ransome family 
birth, marriage, 
divorce and death 
certificates from Jim 
and Judy Andrews.

Back: Rachel Chalmers, Liz Crisp, Christine 
Ray, Peter Wright, Andrew Haig, Krysia Clack, 
Elizabeth Williams, Wendy Willis, Christina 
Hardyment. Middle:  Susan Gouldbourne. 
Margaret Ratcliffe, Kirsty Nichol Findlay, Kirsty 
Taylor. Front: Jane Wilson, Linda Hendry 

LibraryÕs rare originals
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É and Þnally the TARS ßag is 
furled and Southern Chair Iain
Kahn-Gilchrist hands it over to 
North Chair Elizabeth Williams
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PeterÕs Journal, again 

After breakfast I enjoy a long chat 
in the leather-sofa lounge with 
Andrew Harvey, who has written, 
and published, a fanfic paperback 
called ÔWhatever HappenedÉ?Õ 
which IÕve read , as well as two 
articles for Mixed Moss - on ÔWas 
Ransome Near-Sighted?Õ and, 
coming up, ÔWas Ransome 
Autistic?Õ This is his first IAGM, 
and heÕs greatly enjoying it. I 
encourage him to write an article 
for Signals about it, and he has 
(see ShipÕs Log page 6). 

Outside I run into John Sergeant 
and his nice wife Mary. We grab 
the chance to fix up a sail on 
Nancy for him. 

For the IAGM,t he East-West 
RoomÕs big screen provides good 
audio-visual contact with about 
nine Tars, including my good 
friend Lesley Wareing rightly in 
the centre. She is invited to speak, 
and does so, very cogently. (Alas, 
my notes donÕt record on what.) 

After lunch the usual fun and 
games getting the flag hoisted in 
order to be taken down again. 
(And thereÕs something oddly 
familiar about those two little 
people beside the flagpole in that 
photo.) 

Then a quick round of goodbyes 
and itÕs time for Wendy and me to 
catch the bus, just opposite.  
As we await we observe a long 
crocodile of over a hundred what 
weÕve been told are Belgian 
students coming down off the hill 
and into the drive of Juniper Hall.  
The AGM was definitively over. 

Later, Rosemary reported that  
the Susan Cup had reached its 
rightful owner  (Jane Wilson) but 
the cakes were all eaten before 
photos were taken. 

And on the final head count, she 
tells us only three rabbits were 
left behind. Those who were there 
will understand.  

It wouldnÕt be an IAGM  
without the 
Dick Callum Cup
Ð but itÕs not compulsory. A 
select group holed up in 
the East-West Room for a 
Saturday eveningÕs 
quizzing. 
Inevitably the winning 
team was the one with 
Hilary Weston in it.      

Newest team member Andrew 
Harvey was sent to receive the 
cup from Southern Regional 
Treasurer Iain Kahn-Gilchrist

Another cup Ð the AusTARS Cup Ð
was presented to Peter Wright, taking 
advantage of the narrow period when 
he was not a Board Member (who are 
not eligible to receive it). Peter, after 
in effect a yearÕs furlough while he got 
on with editing Mixed Moss and 
planning next yearÕs Literary 
Weekend, is now back on the Board

Rachel Chalmers 
greets President 
John Sergeant
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2025 IAGM REPORT 

The 27th International Annual 
General Meeting of the Arthur 
Ransome Society took place on 4 
May 2025 at the Juniper Hall Field 
Studies Centre at Box Hill, 
Dorking, Surrey, UK.   

It was attended in person by 
some fifty TARS members, and a 
Zoom link enabled a further eight 
members, some from 'overseas', to 
join the meeting. 

TARS President John Sergeant 
welcomed participants, reminding 
them of Ransome's many links with 
southern England and the English 
Channel, as resident and sailor. 

Apologies for absence had been 
received from Phil Forsyth, Marc 
Grimston, Nick Liggitt, Veronica 
Priest, Helen Sumner, Hilary 
Weston, Nicola Wilberforce and 
Diana Wright. 

The report on the 26th IAGM, 
held on 18 August 2024 in the 
Derbyshire Peak District of the UK, 
was approved as a true record; there 
were no matters arising. 

Chair's report  
TARS Chair Rachel Chalmers 
presented her report for the year, 
which had been circulated to 
members in advance. She thanked 
and encouraged members for their 
participation in TARS activities and 
efforts. The meeting expressed its 
appreciation. 

TARS Secretary John Pearson 
expressed his relief that the 
President had safely arrived at the 
meeting, given that his official 
invitation, drafted by John P, had 
been for the imaginary date of 6 
May. John P added that he, like 
others, was enjoying the well-
organised IAGM, and in particular 
the previous day's visit to the top of 
Box Hill. He had naively expected 
something rather remote and 
austere, and been astonished to find 
a flattish area full of people 
enjoying themselves, like a 
medieval village on market day. 
John thanked members for the help 
he had received in his secretarial 
duties over the past year. 

TARS finances 
TARS Treasurer Susan 
Gouldbourne presented the TARS 
accounts for 2024, already 
circulated to members; she 
regretted the typographical error 

stating they were for 2023.  She 
replied to a number of questions 
and comments from participants. 

The meeting formally received 
the accounts and approved the 
proposal to re-appoint Sally-Ann 
Balment as independent examiner 
of the accounts. 
  
Arthur Ransome  
Literary Estate  (ARLE) 
Christina Hardyment , senior 
ARLE executor, presented to the 
meeting a comprehensive report on 
its current and likely future role and 
activities (reproduced on pages 
10-11). The meeting received her 
report with satisfaction. 

Election to the  
Board of Trustees  
The Board adopted the proposal for 
Peter Wright to rejoin the Board. 

AusTARS Cup 
The meeting took note with 
approval of the nomination by 
AusTARS and endorsement by the 
TARS Board  of Peter Wright as 
winner of the cup for the year 2025.  
Rachel presented the cup to Peter, a 
very worthy recipient. 

Other business 
Margaret Ratcliffe  informed the 
meeting of the exceptionally 
important donation by TARSUS 
member John Tyner II of books by 
Ransome, including very early 
titles.The meeting expressed with 
applause its appreciation of the 
donation. Margaret added that the 
next Amazon Publication would be 
Paul Crisp's 'With a Blunt 
Instrument', his account of 
Ransome's reviews of  detective 
fiction by various authors. 

Ann Farr  reminded the meeting of 
forthcoming performances, in 
London and Leeds, of Karen 
Babayan's show 'Swallows and 
Armenians'. 

Chris Birt  announced a planned 
TARS visit to the Hebridean Isle of 
Lewis in 2026, with a request for 
expressions of interest. 
 
Linda Hendry  reminded the 
meeting of the social media in 
which TARS participates. 

Krysia Clack drew attention to the 
urgent need to find new 

accommodation for both the TARS 
Library and the Stall; she appealed 
to members to suggest possible 
locations. 

Date and place of next 
IAGM weekend 
Elizabeth Williams confirmed that 
the next IAGM, organised by 
Northern region, would take place 
from 14 to 17 August 2026 at Rydal 
Hall in the English Lake District. 

MEMBERS' FORUM 
A brief Members' Forum 
immediately followed the IAGM. 

It was recalled that, in so far as it 
was available, information on the 
death of TARS members was 
published periodically in 'Signals'. 

Roger Sturge commented on the 
fine work of Peter Willis and the 
Nancy Blackett Trust in conserving 
and operating this vessel. 

In discussion of the 2024 TARS 
celebration of the fiftieth 
anniversary of the 1974 'Swallows 
and Amazons' film, it was noted 
that this event had never been 
intended to produce a financial 
surplus or even break even.  It had 
nevertheless been a major success 
for TARS in many ways, including 
television and radio publicity for 
the society and its ownership of the 
two dinghies, attracting new 
members, strengthening relations 
with Lakeland Arts, reuniting in 
person most of the main members 
of the film's cast.... 

It was noted that the next TARS 
Literary Weekend was likely to be 
held in the south of England in 
October 2026. 

RANSOME WALK IN 
LONDON 
On the following day, Monday 5 
May, nine TARS met, under the 
leadership of Iain Khan-Gilchrist, 
for an enjoyable and informative 
walk and talk around Chelsea, 
London, to view a series of 
buildings associated with Arthur 
Ransome. This included quotations 
from 'Bohemia in London' and a 
view of the house in Gunter Grove 
where he lived in 1904/5, as now 
recorded on a blue plaque recently 
fixed there. (report page 21)
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The Arthur Ransome Literary Estate 
In his Will, Arthur Ransome bequeathed royalties 
from the sale of his books and other income from 
fees and rights, to the Royal Literary Fund . One of 
the UKÕs oldest charities, established in 1790, the 
RLF supports writers in financial need and every 
year provides over £5 million in grants, educational 
support and outreach programmes. The Arthur 
Ransome Literary Estate is one of the RLFÕs 
principal sources of income. 

Historically there have always been three 
executors of the Literary Estate. Originally, they 
were RansomeÕs publisher Rupert Hart-Davis, 
Pamela Whitlock (co-author of the Far Distant Oxus 
books) and her husband John Bell, an editor at the 
Oxford University Press. The Estate lodged 
RansomeÕs letters and papers and books mainly at 
the Brotherton Library, Leeds University, but also at 
Abbot Hall, in Kendal. 

After publication in 1984 of Hugh BroganÕs 
biography of Ransome and of Captain FlintÕs Trunk, 
my own quest for the inspirations for the 12 
Swallows and Amazons novels, the Altounyan 
family, owners of Mavis, the original of Amazon 
launched an appeal for her  repair. Brigit Sanders 
(nŽe Altounyan) wrote to me, and I wrote to the 
many people who had written to me after reading 
CFT asking for donations for Mavis and suggesting 
celebrating success in the venture by forming an 
Arthur Ransome Society. 

Other Lakeland bodies such as Abbot Hall and 
the Coniston Museum also supported the idea and to 
cut a long story short Mavis was rebuilt, TARS Ð The 
Arthur Ransome Society Ð was formed with Brigit as 
its first President and a terrific jamboree at the 
Windermere Steamboat Museum, and Rupert Hart-
Davis and John Bell asked me to join them as an 
Executor of the ARLE. 

After RHD died, Dave Sewart, whom many of 
you will remember as TARSÕ first membership 

secretary as well as computer wizard and composer 
of many early publications, was invited to join us. 
After the death at a ripe old age of John Bell and the 
tragically sudden death of Dave Sewart from a heart 
attack, I invited Elizabeth Sewart, who as Dave's 
widow had a good knowledge of the Estate's roles 
and activities, and Geraint Lewis, then just retiring 
as Chair of TARS, to replace Dave and John 
respectively. When Elizabeth retired in 2015, her 
place was taken by Paul Flint, ex-navy, ex-TARS 
Trustee and a very active promoter of Ransome in 
and around Windermere. GeraintÕs and Paul's skills 
and experience have usefully added to the EstateÕs 
expertise in legal and marine matters. 

All of Arthur RansomeÕs works are in copyright 
until 31 December, 2037. Arthur RansomeÕs 
copyrights and the ÔSwallows and AmazonsÕ 
trademark are held by the Arthur Ransome Literary 
Estate. 

Although Cape, now subsumed into the Penguin 
Random House Group, deals with rights and 
permissions for the 12 Swallows and Amazons 
novels, the Estate manages such matters for all 
RansomeÕs earlier writings and keeps a constant 
lookout for attempts to infringe its rights. 

The Arthur Ransome Society (TARS) 
High in importance of the various Ransome bodies is 
The Arthur Ransome Society (TARS) which has 
several regions. It has some 1,000 members of all 
ages and offers a programme of activities across 
Great Britain and overseas.  

The Estate gives TARS free use of RansomeÕs 
writings and illustrations for the benefit of TARS 
members. The TARS journal Mixed Moss and its 
magazine Signals record new research and advertise 
society events. There is a biennial Literary Weekend 
which hosts talks about RansomeÕs writings. Its 
subscriber-funded publication wing, Amazon 
Publications, produces a book each year.
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ARLE  TARS  ART  NBT  ATR   
What are they? What do they do and where are they going? 

Report by Christina Hardyment , Senior Executor, Arthur Ransome Literary 
Estate, given at the 2025 TARS IAGM 

ÒGiving a report of the ARLEÕs doings used to be an annual item at TARS IAGMs, and 
it was decided to re-establish this so that recent members might understand its role and 
that of the various other Ransome bodiesÓ CH 
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The Arthur Ransome Club of Japan 
TARS was not however the first Ransome society. 
That honour goes to The Arthur Ransome Club of 
Japan, founded in 1987 by Tamami Nakayama, who 
came over to Britain on her own to explore Ransome 
locations. She introduced herself to me at an early 
TARS meeting, and presented me with an album of 
the story of her quest, which is now in the ARLE 
Archive. We still exchange Christmas cards.  

The two Arthur Ransome Charities:  
The Nancy Blackett Trust (NBT)  
Founded in 1997, the NBT a registered charity 
which, thanks to the energies of Peter Willis, raised 
the £25,000 asking price for Arthur RansomeÕs 
favourite yacht Nancy Blackett, after she was put up 
for sale in 1996. It now maintains her.  

As you all know, Nancy Blackett appears lightly 
disguised as Goblin in his novels We DidnÕt Mean to 
Go to Sea and Secret Water. Opportunities to sail 
Nancy are open to NBT members of all ages, as well 
as to young people via the TrustÕs Young Sailors 
Fund. Each year many Ransome fans enjoy the 
experience of sailing Nancy, and many more visit 
her at maritime events.  
(website nancyblackett.org) 

The Arthur Ransome Trust (ART)  
Founded in 2010, ART is a registered charity 
dedicated to the establishment of a Ransome Centre 
in the Lake District via legacies and donations and to 
presenting the life and work of Ransome. It provides 
exhibitions, events, educational materials, and, under 
licence from the Estate, early Ransome works and 
ÔSwallows and AmazonsÕ merchandise.  

Its online shop supplies these, as well as hardback 
and paperback editions of RansomeÕs 12 childrenÕs 
novels. Royalties from sales of ART's licensed books 
and products support the Royal Literary Fund. 
(website arthur-ransome-trust.org) 

All Things Ransome  
(allthingsransome.net) 
This website, initiated by the late Dave Thewlis, is 
intended as research tool for those interested in 
discovering more about the works and life of Arthur 
Ransome, and the sources and influences relevant to 
his work. In particular, the goal is to provide a 
permanent home for Ransome-related materials, 
especially for non-ephemeral works such as the 
literary pages, essays, articles, and the like. All 
Things Ransome also provides links to other Arthur 
Ransome resources available on the world wide web. 

So much for the background.  
Now for the future: 

Hardbacks future 
Foremost in importance is the publisherÕs decision to 
halt production of the hardbacks. ItÕs a unique 
achievement to have kept them in print for so long, 
but annual sales, especially on the eleven less known 
novels, are very low. The Estate is exploring ways of 
keeping them in print, and ART is negotiating with a 
Dorset firm who have suggested a promising way of 
supplying fine quality hardbacks on demand. 

2030 Centenary of the publication of 
Swallows & Amazons.  
The Estate has commissioned additional coloured 
drawings by Jim Wilson in the hope that Cape will 
agree to publish these in a one-off hardback edition 
of Swallows and Amazons. 

A new biography?  
Jim Ring, who spoke so well on Ransome at the last 
Literary Weekend and has written a biography of 
Erskine Childers, is keen to write a definitive 
biography of Ransome. The Estate is supporting the 
idea with information and advice, as is Peter Willis. 
Jim has sent a proposal to his agent, who is offering 
it to publishers. (ThereÕs a profile of Jim Ring on 
page 14 in this issue Ð PW) 

Fishing Essays 
There is interest from Macmillan in publishing a 
more complete volume of RansomeÕs fishing essays; 
the previous publisher of Rod and Line is 
withdrawing.  

ÔBook coverÕ mugs 
Yes - the ceramic Ôbook coverÕ mugs are back! See 
https://arthur-ransome-trust.org.uk/shop/Book-
Cover-mugs-c178505770 

Expiry of Copyright. 
Ransome comes into the public domain on 
01.01.2038. Do you have an S&A story bubbling 
away inside you? If so, that will be the time when 
you can think of dragging it out and publishing it. 
The Estate is discussing what role Cape and Vintage 
plans to take in continuing paperback publications. 
We hope they will continue to attach information 
about TARS, the NBT and ART as they do now.  
Christina Hardyment  
<christina@christinahardyment.co.uk>
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My First Ever IAGM
by Andrew Harvey

IÕve been a member of TARS for a few years now, 
but up until this year, IÕd never attended the IAGM. 
Indeed, up until last year IÕd never attended any 
TARS gathering or function of any kind, and even 
the one I went to last summer I only decided to try 
because it was a local area group, one-day event, and 
was geographically quite close to where I live. 

But because it was the 
easiest way to meet a few 
TARS people I would 
probably be involved with, I 
was persuaded to try the 
IAGM, so I gathered up my 
courage, booked and went. 

Being me, I got there in 
what I considered to be good 
time, arriving within 10 
minutes of when registration 
opened. Rather to my 
surprise, I found the carpark 
was already almost full, and 
there was a queue at the 
reception desk! But I was 
welcomed, booked in 
efficiently, and given all the 
details I needed. 

 At first, I wondered how 
the weekend would go: it being 
the Friday night, everyone was busy greeting friends 
and old acquaintancesÉ and as I knew no one else 
there, I felt a little left out. But my room was fine, 
the evening meal was good, the first talk was most 
informative, the sales stalls were full of AR-related 
books and other items I hadn't bought, several people 
saw I was alone and made a point of speaking to me, 
and so the evening passed. My bed was comfortable, 
I slept well, and Saturday was a new day. 

A while after our excellent breakfast, a good 
number of people gathered for the walk that had 
been organised. I know about organised walks. I 
used to help run one each month for our Church. 
Group walks are often a really good way to get 
talking with new people, as you are busy doing 
something together so silences are never awkward, 
there are usually views, buildings, flowers and such 
things you go past or see that someone will comment 
on Ð and every time you go over a stile or through a 
narrow gate, you usually finish up with someone 
new beside you. 

This walk, and the picnic lunch we enjoyed on a 
hilltop, proved to be exactly like that, and I came 
back having greatly extended the circle of people I 
had now spoken to. 

The play reading, ÒThe Great Aunt Returns and 
Leaves,Ó a dramatisation of the closing chapters of 
P&M, was brilliant: I now feel I know exactly what 
Colonel Jolys sounds like . . . 

At the main meal that evening it was realised 
that, purely by chance as far as I know, five of us 
sitting together at one of the tables were all from the 

same TARS Region, and 
someone suggested that we 
might therefore make 
ourselves a team to enter the 
Dick Callum Quiz that 
followed.  
   That apparently random 
grouping very obviously 
worked well, as we ended the 
first round one point ahead, 
and maintained that lead 
throughout, increasing it from 
time to time until eventually 
we won by something like 
five clear points Ð and as the 
newbie in the team, I was the 
one nominated to go and 
receive the trophy, which now 
resides in my living room!  
   The actual IAGM on the 

Sunday morning was in some 
ways less interesting, but it gave me a good insight 
into how TARS runs, and who the people are that do 
all the work behind the scenes that actually helps 
make it run, so although I feared I might find it 
boring, it wasn't, and IÕm very glad I attended it.  

And then, after another good meal and more chat 
in the dining room, it was time to battle my way 
around the M25 and head for home. 
Was it worth going? Yes, it was. 

Will I go again? The dates are already in my 
diary for next year, and IÕm in the process of 
adjusting our normal family plans for August 2026 
to try and fit them around it (which may entail 
driving a campervan from eastern Kent up to the 
Lakes in a single day). 

So, especially as IÕll have that very special trophy 
to return, IÕll hopefully be able to make it . . . and if 
so, IÕll see you at Rydal Hall next year! 

Andrew Harvey has written a fanfic paperback 
called ÔWhatever HappenedÉ?Õ as well as two 
articles for Mixed Moss Ð on ÔWas Ransome Near-
Sighted?Õ in 2024 and, coming up in 2025ÔWas 
Ransome Autistic?Õ
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Andrew, left, with the Dick Callum Cup
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Just over a century ago, in May 1925, Arthur and 
Evgenia Ransome completed the purchase of Low 
Ludderburn, a house high above the Winster Valley 
to the south of Windermere.  
     After many years spent together in various places 
in Russia and the Baltic, Arthur had finally been able 
to bring Evgenia to England in November 1924, 
following their marriage the previous May. It was 
the first house they had owned together and it was to 
remain their home for the next ten years.  
    The Low Ludderburn house was in a wonderful 
location with superb views. Although it was a little 
primitive in terms of utilities, Evgenia oversaw 
renovations that turned it into a comfortable home. 
   

ÔThe best workroom I ever hadÕ     
The upper floor of the adjacent barn was converted 
into a large study for Arthur Ð Òthe best workroom I 
have ever hadÓ Ð in which he could Òprance up and 
downÓ whilst composing his articles and books. He 
wrote Swallows and Amazons there, though it would 
be four years before he began it. 
     The first few years at Low Ludderburn were very 
busy ones for the Ransomes. Arthur had spent many 
years studying, pondering and practising the art of 
storytelling and had written about it extensively. 
After a decade or more of journalism, he longed to 
return to writing fiction but he needed to keep 
earning sufficient money to keep the bread buttered 
and so he continued working at the Manchester 
Guardian as a journalist, book reviewer, leader-
writer, columnist and foreign correspondent.  
     The Lake District was new to Evgenia, but for 
Arthur, after years of wandering about Europe, it 
was a welcome homecoming to his beloved ÔLake 

CountryÕ, an area he had known and loved for most 
of his life.  As a young lad on family holidays, he 
had spent time with farmers, shepherds, game- 
keepers, gypsies and charcoal burners; he fished and 
rowed on Coniston Water, and explored the 
surrounding fells. He was a great walker as a young 
man and ÔtrampedÕ for miles around the Lake 
District, absorbing the sights, sounds and smells and 
getting to know the countryside intimately.  
    After he was ÔadoptedÕ by the Collingwood family 
in 1904, he was taught to sail by Dora, Barbara and 
Robin. So he already had a very rich pool of 
memories, augmented by fresh experiences at Low 
Ludderburn. Famously, he set up a signal code, 
hanging white-painted shapes from an upper 
window, to plan fishing expeditions with Col Kelsall 
and his sons, their neighbours down the valley. 
     The ground was thus well-prepared for him to 
write a book set in the Lake District. Then in April 
1928, three years after the move to Low Ludderburn, 
Ernest and Dora Altounyan brought their five 
children to stay at Bank Ground Farm for several 
months so that they could visit their Collingwood 
grandparents at Lanehead. Old friendships were 
renewed and new ones made. Arthur and Ernest 
acquired two sailing boats (Swallow and Mavis) and 
the four older children spent time out on Coniston 
Water messing about in the boats with Arthur.  
     This was possibly the catalyst; on 19th March 
1929, not long after the Altounyans had returned to 
Syria, Arthur, in a leap of faith, gave notice that he 
would be resigning from the Manchester Guardian 
to concentrate on writing books.  
     Just five days later his diary entry for 24th March 
reads: ÒBegan S and AÓ. 
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Low Ludderburn: A Centenary Reflection 
by Lesley Wareing 

Arthur and EvgeniaÕs first proper home, where Swallows and Amazons was born

Left: The former barn, which became the 
workroom; below: facing the valley to 
which the ÔsignalsÕ were addressed

Photos: Paul Flint
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Jim Ring 
LIFE SENTENCES 
The biographer of Ernest Childers is now  
turning his attention to Arthur Ransome 

I first met Jim Ring in the foyer of  the Vaudeville 
Theatre in LondonÕs West End, early in 2012. Wendy 
and I had booked to see the touring show of 
Swallows and Amazons (the Bristol Old 
Vic production) and weÕd dropped in early 
to pick up our tickets. The only other 
people there was a small family. Ð father, 
mother and a boy of about 11, and 
naturally we got chatting. The boy, Ash, 
became very excited when I mentioned my 
name. I was deputy editor of Classic Boat 
at the time, and it turned out he was a 
massive fan of the magazine Ð in fact 
within two years heÕd built his own small 
dinghy (to an Iain Oughtred design) and 
went on to start restoring a one-third size 
sailing barge before heÕd left school. (it 
took Ash a great deal longer than heÕd 
anticipated, but Growler is now in service 
and Ash is running a sailing school).  

Lifeboat rescue 
Jim and I kept in touch Ð we both got 
involved in the rescue and restoration of a 
historic lifeboat, the Lucy Lavers, at 
Stiffkey, and I gave a talk on The Big Six at one of 
his literary festivals in Wells-next-the-Sea.  

I also discovered and read (several times) with 
deep pleasure the biography he wrote about Erskine 
Childers, one of my literary heroes, and even more 
so after reading JimÕs book. Childers, of course, 
wrote The Riddle of the Sands, which Dorothea 
decided ÒwasnÕt her kind of bookÓ when she found it 
on the shelf in Captain FlintÕs houseboat. (I like to 
think the more mature Dorothea might have revised 
that view.)  

Ransome as we  know admired it greatly, and was 
not above borrowing an incident from it for We 
DidnÕt Mean to Go to Sea. 

So it was a great pleasure to catch up with Jim 
again at the last Literary Weekend, in Harrogate, 
where he managed to energise the normally-
soporific after-coffee slot on the Sunday morning 
with a lively presentation challenging the notions 
that the Swallows and Amazons books were Òa 
seriesÓ or even Òfor childrenÓ. 

According to Jim, Swallows and Amazons runs in 
his family. When his mother was a child, she read 

the books as they came out; then she read them to 
Jim and his siblings. When he was 12, he came at 
last in the train from the south, changing at the 
junction as Roger and Titty had in Pigeon Post. ÒThe 
journey to the lake in the north was  just as Ransome 
had described it. So too were Rio and its bay and its 
lake and the high enclosing hillsÉ Later the books 
proved one of the first things my wife and I 
discovered we had in common.Ó  

Later still, he read the whole series to their own 
children, twice. Clearly to their benefit. 

By way of a career, he went into advertising, then 
moved into documentary film-making. As well as 
the award-winning Childers biography, he has 

written a number of books, about naval 
history, the British ÔconquestÕ of the Alps,  
Ð and in 2020, Interregnum, a rather 
splendid Buchanesque thriller in which a 
Thames barge features in a race with an E-
boat to outwit the kidnappers of the 
princesses Elizabeth and Margaret 
following the German conquest of Britain. 
He also helped set up a fund to restore the 
original of the barge.  
    Now, heÕs got the urge to write another 
biography Ð again of an author-adventurer, 
and fellow-admirer admirer of Childers: 
Arthur Ransome himself. 

Do we need one? 
 Over a very long lunch, I pose the 
inevitable question Ð do we need one? Ð 
though I can already think of several 
(entirely affirmative) answers and we 
thrash them out together.      
   Hugh BroganÕs authorised biography, 
fine though it is, is now over 40 years old, 

and since then Ð doubtless often inspired by it Ð a 
great deal of further research and interpretation has 
taken place: Christina Hardyment, with Captain 
FlintÕs Trunk and the World of Arthur Ransome; 
Roland Chambers on his Russian period in The Last 
Englishman Ð as well as our own Ted Alexander and 
Roger Wardale, to name but two of an army of 
amateur Ransome researchers whose findings have 
appeared in Mixed Moss and books from Amazon 
Publications over the 35-year lifetime of TARS.  

The Brotherton Library (repository of the famous 
Trunk) still has secrets to reveal.  

And perspectives on writing for children have 
changed Ð as Jim observed, itÕs now accepted that 
what we read as children can help to shape the adults 
we become.  

He began the project about a year ago, has 
already gained the approval of RansomeÕs Literary 
Estate and appointed a literary agent (two publishers 
showing interest) and with the centenary of the 
publication of Swallows and Amazons on the horizon 
has a goal to aim at. Or as Ransome might have put 
it, a chance to grab.
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The TARS Library: Are we unique?  
3 great collections!

The early ARs recently donated by John Tyner II should be introduced properly.!

The Stone Lady surprised me initially by not being a single story. Inside the book I see that it is 
sub-titled Ten little papers and two mad stories. And so they are. Pastoral and beautifully observed, 
they are almost fantasy, slightly other-worldly as if AR is dreaming. 

In The Great Down Trodden he muses on footwear in an essay on the virtues of boots for the 
vagabond. Clearly, he is in camping and tramping mode. In Lilian, who loved the world, Tolstoy and 
Carpenter are mentioned. Carpenter? I had to Google him and in A Walk in February I had to look 
up Coventry Patmore. The two fairy stories are indeed different in tone with the final The Incense 
Burners being darker; the vocabulary is less gentle with words like death, blood, slave, torture, 
furious, sacrifice, red-hot incense to the fore. Altogether an intriguing mixture. 

In The Little People of the Wood the main character is named John, and we have 
a charcoal-burnerÕs hut. John tells us: ÒNurse always tells me a story if she wakes 
me up.Ó to which stumpy mouse replies: ÒWe always nurse our own children 
unless we have too many of them. Then we eat them.Ó Which comes as a shock 
amongst the pastoral sweetness. Charm soon returns though as John is formally 
introduced to all the little animals. 

 Nurse appears again in Highways and Byways in Fairyland 
Ð perfect bed-time reading Ð a delightful little book whose 

chief attraction has to be its unusual size. As Ransome says: ÒIf you take this 
book in your pocket when you go to Fairyland, you will be able to find what 

you want by just looking in the right chapter.Ó 

The Things in our Garden is dedicated to ARÕs younger 
sister, Joyce, and ÔadoptedÕ sister, Kitty. Whilst similar in style 
to the previous book, it is also very different in that it has 
beautiful full-page colour illustrations and is genuinely 
instructive. He tells us the origin of Ôthe early bird catches the wormÕ and that slugs 
have one foot. I checked this out and they do! 

The ABC of Physical Culture is very different. Pure AR as a young man. Clearly him saying 
exactly what he thinks (except where he acknowledges other sources, which he faithfully does). I 
found it hugely entertaining.  
A few extracts: 

On Swimming: ÒÉ I have no patience with the stupid people who say that 
they only bathe in the open air, as if it was something to be proud of. The 
prejudice against swimming baths is due to three things: (a) the knowledge 
that open air bathing is healthier, (b) the idea that the water is dirty, and (c) 
arrant snobbery.Ó 

On Muscular Development: ÒÉ I must insist on the folly of over-
development. It may be a mere fad; but I have within me an immense 
disdain for decorative muscles.Ó Much more in this vein. He would 
disapprove of the muscles on show on the front cover. 
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In relation to Sleep: ÒIf on waking up in the night you feel your throat dry you may safely 
conclude that your mouth has been open. In getting to sleep again take care that it is shut.Ó ThatÕs 
the easy bit Ð but he doesnÕt say how to keep it shut. 

On women Smoking: ÒMany intellectual women affect the cigarette, and though smoking has no 
hold on the women of the middle class, but only on those above and below them, the use of tobacco 
by women must be considered.Ó Is he right? 

On Food: ÒEat slowly and carefully. While you are eating eat, donÕt read.Ó IÕm doomed then. 

Body and Brain: ÒOne of the tests of health should be the pleasure afforded by hard continuous 
work. If the body is out of form, that pleasure is very small indeed. I knew a writer who had but 
little work to do and probably took no trouble about his body, consequently doing that little badly. 
Now he behaves more sensibly and as for work Ð he writes sometimes two or three thousand words 
in a day and works in a few visits to Editors as well.Ó Autobiographical surely! 

   I will quote from the PublisherÕs Prospectus to introduce The WorldÕs Story-
tellers: ÒThe Publishers intend to issue a series as will form a library of the best 
fiction specimens from all the masters of story-telling. Each volume will 
contain an introductory essay on the author by Mr. 
Arthur Ransome.Ó 
   It is in these Introductions that we, of course, 
are particularly interested. Did AR choose the 
authors I wonder? He was going through his 
French phase: six of the eleven published are 
French. He certainly chose the stories, edited the 
work and was responsible for the translations Ð 

either by himself or a third party. We certainly know all the names but 
not necessarily their works. This is an ideal opportunity to extend our 
reading knowledge. Short stories are easily digested. The TARS 
Library has just purchased the last two titles (Balzac and Cervantes) which, together with the three 
volumes kindly donated by John Tyner, means we now have all eleven volumes published. 

The complete Mariners Library 
The Library has been collecting the Mariners Library titles 
from its (our) very start in 2000 and we have all 48 titles 
from No. 1, Sailing Alone Around the World by Joshua 
Slocum, to No. 48, The Last Grain Race by Eric Newby 
and including ARÕs own RacundraÕs First Cruise being 
No. 38.  
AR wrote Introductions for seven of the books. 

Our third complete collection is Carnegie Medal Winners starting with Pigeon 
Post and now including the 2025 winner, Glasgow Boys by Margaret 
McDonald, recommended by our former Librarian, Winifred Wilson. 

So, I pose the rhetorical question: are we unique Ð possibly in the world Ð in 
having these three collections: The WorldÕs Story-tellers, Carnegie Medal 
winners and the entire Mariners Library? Margaret Ratcliffe, July 2025 
      (PLEASE NOTE THE LIBRARY IS TEMPORARILY  CLOSED FOR LOANS)
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Ahoy!
I have been working on the Challenges in 
my Able Seaman Log Book. I am enclosing 
the report I wrote for the Free Choice Event

Flint Knapping Workshop

Every week I go to an outdoors ancestral 
skills group. We do things how they would 
have been done during the stone age, we 
whittle things out of wood that we gather in 
the forest, make cordage out of nettles, 
weave baskets, forage wild foods which we 
sometimes cook over a Þre that we have lit 
ourselves (using Þre strikers we have made 
ourselves) just like Susan. In the spring we tap Birch trees for their sap and drink it!!
    The other fun thing we do is ßintknapping. This is making stone age tools out of ßint (not Captain 
Flint!). My report is about a ßint knapping workshop that I did at the group. I made a knife, a 
scraper and some awls. To make this you start off with a piece of ßint which you hit with a hammer 
stone. When you hit the ßint with the hammer stone ßakes come off which are very sharp. Flakes 
can be used to make knives. The original piece of ßint minus the ßakes can be struck again to 
make awls and scrapers. 
      We put wooden handles on our knives, sticking them on with stone age glue that we made by 
melting beeswax, pine resin and charcoal over the Þre. It is important to wear goggles and gloves 
while ßintknapping so you donÕt cut yourself or get a piece of ßint in your eye! I have enclosed a 
picture of the tools I made and me making them.!
Q. If the retired pirate was asleep in his houseboat what would he be doing? 
A. Flintknapping!            Until my next dispatch  ShipÕs Boy Juno Mesner Lyons
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Committee 

South Western  Wiltshire, Somerset, Dorset, Devon, Cornwall, Isles of Scilly 

Chair   Susan Gouldbourne 01271 831520 susan@ttars.co.uk  
Secretary  Barbara Flower  01963 350199 souwesters@gmail.com 
Treasurer  Elizabeth  Crisp 
Editor   Barbara Flower 
Regional Rep. Trustee Barbara Flower 
Committee  Diana Dicker, Naomi Hemingway, Diana Wright  

mailto:jane.pippinfort@googlemail.com
mailto:jane.pippinfort@googlemail.com


Signals September-December 2025

Greater London! Berkshire! Kent! Surrey! East and West 

Sussex! Hampshire! Isle of Wight and Channel Islands 

Southern Region     

IAGM Weekend at Box Hill

This event is covered in ShipÕs Log, but thanks are due to everyone from the Region who helped to 
make the event a success.  We can rest for a few years before thinking about planning another one!
There were no other events in the spring and weÕve not yet had the Cobnor camp so we move on to

COMING EVENTS

Autumn Gathering 

SATURDAY 25TH OCTOBER 2025 2 to 5 pm

At St MatthewÕs Church Hall, Station Road, REDHILL, RH1 1DL

This is a new venue but is, as the address suggests, close to Redhill station and convenient by road, 
with a small car-park next to the church.  We hope that it will attract a good audience for an 
illustrated talk by Nada Wakeford.  Those who were able to attend the IAGM weekend, will have 
heard Nada speak with great knowledge and passion about the polar explorer Ernest Shackleton.  
This is another of NadaÕs talks,  this time onÉ

No Way Back - The Ross Sea Party!

While Ernest ShackletonÕs daring voyage aboard 
the Endurance, his epic boat journey in the James 
Caird, and the dramatic crossing of South Georgia 
are legendary, few know the harrowing story of the 
other half of his expedition Ñ the Ross Sea Party. 
In this talk, weÕll uncover the gripping tale of these 
forgotten men Ñ left stranded on the icy coast of 
Antarctica in the very clothes they stood in, after 
their ship, Aurora, broke her moorings in a violent 

blizzard. Swept out to sea and trapped in pack ice, the ship drifted north, leaving the men cut off 
with no way home and no communication with the outside world. 
Tasked with laying vital supply depots for ShackletonÕs Imperial Trans-Antarctic Expedition, they 
believed they were the key to his survival Ñ all while not knowing he would never arrive.

There will be refreshments and cake, of course.   Junior members are very welcome and there will 
be additional polar themed activities for them.

It will be necessary to charge £5 per adult toward the hall hire.  Please let Rosemary know if you 
plan to come along (rjbealtars@gmail.com).
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Birthday Lunch  January 17th

This is moving back to the west of the region and will take place in Haslemere on Saturday 17th 
January 2026.   The venue, The White Horse Hotel in the High Street, is a short walk from the 
train station and has a small car-park.   Further details will be sent out to Southern Region members 
in the autumn when menus become available.  Members from other Regions are also most welcome 
and if you let the Secretary know you are interested the information will appear in your inbox, or 
letter box too.

After the IAGM: the Chelsea Walk,  Monday 5th May

On the Monday after, reports Peter Willis, a select party of enthusiasts assembled at the corner of 
Cheyne Walk and Old Church Street. Rachel Chalmers and Nick Liggit, John Pearson, Ros 
Wetherall, a nice couple, John and Lisa (whose surname I didnÕt get) and Wendy and myself met up 
with Iain Khan-Gilchrist to explore RansomeÕs Chelsea and see some of his residences in his 
ÔBohemianÕ years. IÕm on fairly familiar territory, having lived in a ßat in Beaufort Street in the 
1960s, and Ð on Classic Boat Ð worked in an ofÞce overlooking the river near Battersea Bridge. 
    Iain is a past master at doing this tour and leads us unerringly to 1 Gunter Grove, with its 
(comparatively recent) Blue Plaque, Edith Mansions nearby, where the Collingwoods stayed when 
on a visit, Rectory Chambers (which Rachel found particularly thrilling as there had been a dairy 
next door, with live cows). ThereÕs also AA MilneÕs house Ð he was a friend of ArthurÕs.      

      ArthurÕs Þrst home in ÒBohemiaÓ was here (left) in 
Hollywood Road Ð  a large square room above a 
grocerÕs shop; the following year he moved to Gunter 
Grove (below, right) where he had the front ground-
ßoor room, and which now sports the Blue Plaque.  
     120 Cheyne Walk, below left, also sports a Blue 
Plaque, but to Sylvia Pankhurst. It was occupied by 
Arthur, Ivy and Tabitha for only Þve weeks in 1911 
before they moved to Hatch in Wiltshire, and out of 
Chelsea altogether.

Above: the Blue Plaque 
at 1 Gunter Grove, right

IainÕs guided tour was 
comprehensive and 
entertaining; he says 
heÕs always willing to 
show Tars around.
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SouÕwesters and  
Seaboots  

News from the South-West Region  

ÒWITH A BLUNT INSTRUMENTÓ  

On the 12th of April Paul Crisp, on zoom, treated us to a wonderful talk about 
the next Amazon Publication, the 120 literary reviews in 21 articles for The 
Sunday Observer of William Blunt, aka Arthur Ransome. It was very well 
attended.  

He told us about some of the authors he was writing about including, Miles 
Burton, Josephine Bell, Anita Boutell, E.C.R. Lorac and Michael Green. ! 
I have already started reading some of the books and can't wait for Paul's book to 
be published. When we know it is going to be available, you may want to schedule 
in a few months of free time so you can read this book and then all the other 
books reviewed. 
Susan  

BAMPTON WALK Ð 17 th  May  

Lying on the edge of the Exmoor National Park, Bampton is a small town in north 
east Devon, about nineteen miles north of Exeter. The Romans are believed to 
have had a fort there, and there are Saxon remains to be seen. A Norman Motte 
and Bailey castle dates from 1067. The church of St. Michael & All Angels is 
Grade 1 Listed, the inside of which contains a model railway. There are a number 
of excellent cafes. It is home to Naomi, who organised an excellent visit for SW  
TARS on Saturday 17 th !May. !Meeting at 
her house we went into town for coffee 
at !Six on Castle , to join our guide from the 
Heritage Centre. She led us on a good 
tour around the town, uphill to the castle, 
and then through narrow streets past the 
site of mills which used to employ many 
in the town. We finished at the Heritage 
Centre in St. MichaelÕs. Bampton used to
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have a busy railway station, which became 
a victim of the Beeching cuts. The very 
detailed N-Gauge model gives a good 
view of what it was like. The railway had 
run through a cutting near the church, but 
almost all trace of it has gone, the cutting 
now filled in and is now a car park. We 
would recommend Bampton any TAR 
visiting the area.

fterwards, we enjoyed our picnic lunches 
at Naomi’s house, sitting in the garden to 
enjoy a perfect early summer afternoon. 
All too soon it was time to say a reluctant 
farewell, and make our several ways 
home. 	

Thank you so much, Naomi, for 
organising such a pleasant Saturday. Paul!

BELATED BIRTHDAY LUNCH  

AND HAYNES VISIT Ð 7 th  June  

“Any colour you like as long as it’s black” read the advert for the Model T Ford – and it seemed to 
work, for over fifteen million were sold between 1908 and 1927. The Motor Museum at Sparkford 
almost works on the same principle, only the colour is red: not Ferrari or Porsche Red, but Haynes 
Red after the famous manuals. If you have any of these mouldering in your garage, hang on to 
them, for they are apparently no longer being produced to buy off the shelf at your local Halfords: 
instead, seemingly they will be printed “on 
demand” or “on line.”	

SW TARS met for lunch at The Orchard, a 
privately owned village inn at Galhampton 
between the A303 and Castle Cary; and 
very good it was too! 	

The food was excellent and the young staff 
friendly and helpful. Your SW TARS Food 
Critics thoroughly recommend it.

Afterwards, some of the Rattletrap 
Enthusiasts went to visit the Museum, and see whether there is a Rattletrap within the vast 
collection. It is a great way of spending several hours on a wet Saturday afternoon. It is also
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good value, for your 
ticket continues to be 
valid for a whole year. 
When you have gone 
round, there is an 
excellent café. This can 
be used simply as 
somewhere to eat if you 
are travelling along the 
A303 – it is two minutes 

from the road – and you do not need to buy an entry ticket for the Museum, though be warned for it 
is tempting to do so!	

Paul

Some of the SW committee on a recce at 
Buckfast Abbey conference centre as a 
possible venue for the 2027 IAGM – hope we 
can afford it – watch this space!

FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN THE SOUTH WEST 	

Members from other regions are always welcome to join us – email Barbara on 
souwesters@gmail.com	for further information.	
Saturday 27th September – Simon Dell gave us a very interesting talk via Zoom in October 2023 
about the Tavistock Canal, which was built for the export of copper. He is now going to lead us on a 
walk of about 2 hours along it’s banks. We’ll meet at 10.45 for an 11 am start, have lunch after the 
walk and then have a look round town and possibly the Abbey ruins – there’s a fantastic pannier 
market in Tavistock.	

Saturday 11th October – 10.45 – 4.00 pm – Bring & Scoff literary day at Creech St Michael, near 
Taunton. This is always good fun – bring food to share – we haven’t decided on the activity yet, but 
will let you know what it is nearer the time. (NB Change of date from the 18th for this event due to 
the hall committee wanting to use our room for breakfasts on the 3rd Saturday of the month!)	

Saturday 22nd November – 4 pm – Zoom quiz – the link will be on the website in due course.
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�I�R�U�P�H�U���Y�L�O�O�D�J�H�V���R�I���3�D�U�W�L�F�N���D�Q�G���*�R�Y�D�Q�����R�S�H�Q�H�G���L�Q���������������Z�K�L�F�K��
�K�D�V���D�O�U�H�D�G�\���K�D�G���D�������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���I�R�R�W�I�D�O�O���D�Q�G���K�H�D�G���I�R�U���*�R�Y�D�Q���2�O�G��
�3�D�U�L�V�K���&�K�X�U�F�K���I�R�U���R�X�U���J�X�L�G�H�G���W�R�X�U���D�W���������Q�R�R�Q�����,�Q�V�L�G�H���W�K�H��
�F�K�X�U�F�K�����Z�H���Z�L�O�O���H�[�S�O�R�U�H���������P�R�Q�X�P�H�Q�W�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H�����W�K�������� �W�K��
�F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O�O�\���F�D�U�Y�H�G���F�U�R�V�V�H�V���D�Q�G���F�U�R�V�V��
�V�K�D�I�W�V���D�V���Z�H�O�O���D�V�������L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H���9�L�N�L�Q�J���K�R�J�E�D�F�N���V�W�R�Q�H�V�����7�K�H��
�K�L�J�K�O�L�J�K�W���R�I���W�K�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q���L�V���W�K�H���*�R�Y�D�Q���6�D�U�F�R�S�K�D�J�X�V�����W�K�H���R�Q�O�\��
�R�Q�H���R�I���L�W�V���N�L�Q�G���F�D�U�Y�H�G���I�U�R�P���V�R�O�L�G���V�W�R�Q�H���I�U�R�P���Q�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���%�U�L�W�D�L�Q���� 

�2�S�S�R�U�W�X�Q�L�W�L�H�V���I�R�U���O�X�Q�F�K�����L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���I�D�F�L�O�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q�V�L�G�H���W�K�H���5�L�Y�H�U�V�L�G�H���0�X�V�H�X�P���R�U���W�K�H���F�D�I�H�V���R�Q���W�K�H���*�R�Y�D�Q���V�L�G�H��
�R�I���W�K�H���U�L�Y�H�U���&�O�\�G�H�� 



�6�L�J�Q�D�O�V���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U���������� 

����  

�)�L�Q�D�O�O�\�����D�I�W�H�U���D���V�K�R�U�W���Z�D�O�N���D�O�R�Q�J��
�*�R�Y�D�Q���5�R�D�G�����Z�H�¶�O�O���D�U�U�L�Y�H���D�W���W�K�H��
�)�D�L�U�I�L�H�O�G���+�H�U�L�W�D�J�H���&�H�Q�W�U�H���D�W��
���������S�P���I�R�U���D���J�X�L�G�H�G���W�R�X�U����
�6�S�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�Z�R���F�H�Q�W�X�U�L�H�V�����I�U�R�P���W�K�H��
�P�L�G�������W�K���F�H�Q�W�X�U�\���W�R���H�D�U�O�\�������W�K��
�F�H�Q�W�X�U�\�����V�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���R�Q���W�K�H���&�O�\�G�H��
�L�Q���*�O�D�V�J�R�Z���Z�D�V���W�K�H���X�Q�G�L�V�S�X�W�H�G��
�F�H�Q�W�U�H���R�I���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�����S�U�R�G�X�F�L�Q�J��
�P�D�Q�\���R�I���W�K�H���O�D�U�J�H�V�W�����I�D�V�W�H�V�W���D�Q�G��
�P�R�V�W���E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O���Y�H�V�V�H�O�V���H�Y�H�U���E�X�L�O�W����
�6�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D�W���)�D�L�U�I�L�H�O�G�V���E�H�J�D�Q���L�Q��
�����������Z�K�H�U�H���L�W���F�R�Q�W�L�Q�X�H�V���D�V���%�$�(���6�\�V�W�H�P�V�����7�K�H���&�H�Q�W�U�H���L�Q���W�K�H���$���O�L�V�W�H�G���I�R�U�P�H�U���R�I�I�L�F�H���K�H�D�G�T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H��
�)�D�L�U�I�L�H�O�G���6�K�L�S�E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���(�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J���&�R���/�W�G���Z�D�V���R�S�H�Q�H�G���L�Q������������ 

�7�R���U�H�J�L�V�W�H�U���D�Q���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�Q���W�K�L�V���W�U�L�S���S�O�H�D�V�H���H�P�D�L�O�����H�U�L�F�J�R�W�W�V�����#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P 

 

�3�H�U�W�K�����/�L�W�H�U�D�U�\���'�D�\���±���6�D�W�X�U�G�D�\���������2�F�W�R�E�H�U 
�$�Q���D�O�O���G�D�\���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���5�D�Q�V�R�P�H���D�Q�G���6�W�R�U�L�H�V���Z�L�W�K���,�D�Q���6�W�H�S�K�H�Q���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���,�V�O�H���R�I��
�/�H�Z�L�V�����$���6�D�L�O�R�U�����3�R�H�W�����6�W�R�U�\�W�H�O�O�H�U�����$�X�W�K�R�U�«���D�Q�G���5�D�Q�V�R�P�H���(�Q�W�K�X�V�L�D�V�W 

�$�I�W�H�U���������\�H�D�U�V���L�Q���W�K�H���&�R�D�V�W�J�X�D�U�G���6�H�U�Y�L�F�H���E�D�V�H�G���L�Q���6�W�R�U�Q�R�Z�D�\�����W�K�H�������������L�Q�D�X�J�X�U�D�O���5�R�E�H�U�W���/�R�X�L�V��
�6�W�H�Y�H�Q�V�R�Q���)�H�O�O�R�Z�V�K�L�S���O�H�G���,�D�Q���W�R���D���U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�F�\���L�Q���*�U�q�]���V�X�U���/�R�L�Q�J����
�I�R�O�O�R�Z�H�G���E�\���R�W�K�H�U�V���L�Q���V�X�F�K���S�O�D�F�H�V���D�V���6�W���$�Q�G�U�H�Z�V���D�Q�G���7�D�V�P�D�Q�L�D�����+�H��
�K�D�V���W�U�D�Y�H�O�O�H�G���D�F�U�R�V�V���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G���I�U�R�P���&�D�Q�D�G�D���W�R���,�Q�G�L�D���±���D�Q�G���D�F�U�R�V�V��
�D�U�W���I�R�U�P�V���I�U�R�P���S�K�R�W�R�J�U�D�S�K�\���W�R���F�U�H�D�W�L�Q�J���E�O�R�J�V�����$���S�D�U�W�L�F�X�O�D�U���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���L�V��
�W�K�H���I�R�O�N�O�R�U�H���R�I���P�D�U�L�W�L�P�H���D�U�H�D�V�����Z�K�H�W�K�H�U���W�K�H���%�D�O�W�L�F���R�U���W�K�H���:�H�V�W���R�I��
�6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G�����$�V���W�K�H���R�Z�Q�H�U���R�I���D���F�U�X�L�V�L�Q�J���\�D�F�K�W�����K�H���K�R�S�H�V���W�K�L�V���V�X�P�P�H�U��
�W�R���V�D�L�O���W�R���W�K�H���)�D�U�R�H�V���D�Q�G���,�F�H�O�D�Q�G���F�R�P�S�D�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�L�H�V���D�O�R�Q�J���V�H�D��
�U�R�X�W�H�V�����,�D�Q�¶�V���E�R�R�N�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H���%�R�Q�H�V���D�Q�G���%�U�H�D�W�K�����������������6�D�O�W�L�U�H��
�6�F�R�W�W�L�V�K���3�R�H�W�U�\���%�R�R�N���R�I���W�K�H���<�H�D�U�������$���%�R�R�N���R�I���'�H�D�W�K���D�Q�G���)�L�V�K��������������
���D���*�X�D�U�G�L�D�Q���%�R�R�N���R�I���W�K�H���<�H�D�U�������%�R�D�W�O�L�Q�H�V���±���6�F�R�W�W�L�V�K���&�U�D�I�W�V���R�I���6�H�D����
�&�R�D�V�W���D�Q�G���&�D�Q�D�O�����������������$�Q�G���±���W�K�H���F�K�H�U�U�\���R�Q���W�R�S���R�I���W�K�H���F�D�N�H���±���K�H���L�V��
�I�L�Q�D�O�L�V�L�Q�J���D���Q�R�Y�H�O���Z�L�W�K���D���*�U�H�D�W���1�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q�"���F�R�Q�Q�H�F�W�L�R�Q�� 

�$�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���W�K�L�V���H�[�F�L�W�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���Q�H�Z���W�R���X�V���Y�R�L�F�H�����Z�H���K�D�Y�H���J�U�H�D�W��
�L�O�O�X�V�W�U�D�W�H�G���W�D�O�N�V���I�U�R�P���W�Z�R���7�$�5�6���6�F�R�W�O�D�Q�G���V�W�D�O�Z�D�U�W�V�����(�O�V�L�H���0�L�O�O�H�U���Z�L�W�K��
�3�D�U�W�������R�I���µ�6�W�R�U�L�H�V���R�Q���6�W�D�P�S�V�¶�����D�Q�G���$�Q�G�U�H�Z���-�R�Q�H�V���Z�L�W�K���µ�3�L�H�F�H�V���R�I��
�(�L�J�K�W�����I�R�U�H�L�J�Q���P�R�Q�H�\���L�Q���³�W�K�H�������´�¶���� 

�:�H���Z�L�O�O���E�H���L�Q���3�H�U�W�K�¶�V���'�H�Z�D�U���&�H�Q�W�U�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���K�D�V���D�P�S�O�H���S�D�U�N�L�Q�J���±��
�V�R�P�H���O�L�P�L�W�H�G���I�U�H�H���V�S�D�F�H�V���±���D�Q�G���L�V���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J���G�L�V�W�D�Q�F�H���R�I���W�K�H���E�X�V���D�Q�G���W�U�D�L�Q���V�W�D�W�L�R�Q�V�����6�F�R�W�W�L�V�K��
�P�H�P�E�H�U�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W�H�G���Z�L�W�K���E�R�R�N�L�Q�J���G�H�W�D�L�O�V���Q�H�D�U�H�U���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���±���D�Q�\�R�Q�H���H�O�V�H���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�H�G���L�Q���M�R�L�Q�L�Q�J���X�V��
���Z�H�¶�G���E�H���G�H�O�L�J�K�W�H�G���W�R���V�H�H���\�R�X�������S�O�H�D�V�H���F�R�Q�W�D�F�W���W�K�H���6�F�R�W�W�L�V�K���6�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\�����(�U�L�F���*�R�W�W�V���D�W��
�H�U�L�F�J�R�W�W�V�����#�J�P�D�L�O���F�R�P���I�R�U���I�X�U�W�K�H�U���L�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q�� 

 

�6�Z�D�O�O�R�Z�V���D�Q�G���$�P�D�]�R�Q�V���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�� 
�* �z�E�K�O�D�Q�D�Q���J�D�R�L�W�K�H���µ�V���%�D�Q�D���J�D�L�V�J�L�F�K���J�X���V�u�R�U�U�D�L�G�K��!
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When we got to Kinver we decided to go for a walk. I normally have to stay 
�Z�L�W�K���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���H�O�V�H���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���,���G�R�Q�·�W���K�D�Y�H���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���W�D�O�N���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�����E�X�W���W�K�L�V���W�L�P�H��
we had a radio to talk to our mums so we could go ahead. It was great 
because I felt grown up. We got lost along the way when we were going to 
look for the treasure so we needed some help but we found it in the end. We 
were one short of having equal amounts (of the edible treasure �² and the 
adults got what they wanted too). Then we enjoyed some of the treasure with 
lunch. 

We next went to the Holy Austin Rock and were looking for objects in the  
houses (from an activity leaflet) and we were allowed to go ahead again. It was 
amazing how the houses were just cut out of the rock. They were so much 
nicer inside than I expected. It also surprised me how there were bats inside. 
Then we went to the tearooms and had ice-cream and we also explored the 
�U�H�P�D�L�Q�V�� �R�I�� �V�R�P�H�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �R�O�G�H�U�� �U�R�F�N�� �K�R�X�V�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �R�W�K�H�U�� �S�H�R�S�O�H�·�V�� �L�Q�L�W�L�D�O�V�� �Z�H�U�H��
�F�D�U�Y�H�G���L�Q���W�R���W�K�H���Z�D�O�O�����%�\���W�K�H�Q���W�K�H���K�R�X�V�H�V���Z�H�U�H���F�O�R�V�L�Q�J���V�R���Z�H���G�L�G�Q�·�W���T�X�L�W�H���I�L�Q�L�V�K��
the activity. 

Lily Mashiter and Evelyn Goodwin  

 
�¶�:�H�·�O�O���G�R���W�K�H���O�H�Y�H�O���E�L�W���I�L�U�V�W�·�� �V�D�L�G���6�D�U�D�K���� �D�V���Z�H���P�H�W���D�W���W�K�H���V�W�D�U�W���R�I�� �R�X�U���Z�D�O�N���� �V�R���R�I�I�� �Z�H���V�H�W���� �R�Q�O�\�� �W�R���I�L�Q�G���R�X�U�V�H�O�Y�H�V���Q�H�J�R�W�L�D�Wing a 
steep valley!  However, it levelled off quite quickly and we had a pleasant walk on open ground, overlooking the vast Severn 
valley.  After a while Sarah challenged us all to get out our compasses and take bearings to decide which path we should take to 
reach our next destination.  All seemed to go smoothly and there was no need to believe that any of the compasses had been 
dropped and broken. 

On coming up to a ridge we found a gold mine, or at least a stone structure that was labelled as one, so this seemed an 
appropriate place to eat our lunch.  From there we followed the western edge of the ridge, with a view down to the Malvern 
show ground, finally coming up to the summit of Worcestershire Beacon.  What had been a glorious sunny day felt rather 
overcast up here, so no great distant views, but it was still good to be there. 

�)�U�R�P���W�K�D�W���S�R�L�Q�W���L�W���Z�D�V���D���V�O�R�Z���D�Q�G���V�R�F�L�D�E�O�H���G�H�V�F�H�Q�W���E�D�F�N���W�R���W�K�H���F�D�U���S�D�U�N�����W�R���E�U�L�Q�J���D�Q���H�[�F�H�O�O�H�Q�W���G�D�\�·�V���Z�D�O�N�L�Q�J���W�R���D���F�O�R�V�H�� 
Jane Wilson  



����  
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We met at the Avoncroft Museum of Historic Buildings, just outside Birmingham, four adult and three Junior members, just 
enough for a good adventure. Our visit coincided with a meeting of miniature traction engines (though still around the size of a 
small car), puffing and whistling around the site, giving rides to anyone they met. Our first stop was a lovely little tin tabernacle 
�R�U���F�R�U�U�X�J�D�W�H�G���L�U�R�Q���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���F�K�X�U�F�K�����F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���Z�L�W�K���P�L�Q�L�D�W�X�U�H���S�L�S�H���R�U�J�D�Q���·�����\�R�X���F�D�Q�
�W���E�H�D�W���D���Q�L�F�H���F�U�L�Q�N�O�\���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J�����1�H�[�W�����Z�H���F�O�Lmbed 
�L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���P�X�V�H�X�P�·�V���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�Q�G�P�L�O�O���Z�K�H�U�H���Z�H���Z�H�U�H���J�X�L�G�H�G���U�R�X�Q�G���D�Q�G���V�K�R�Z�Q���K�R�Z���L�W���Z�R�U�N�H�G���� �,�W���Z�D�V�Q�
�W���D�F�W�X�D�O�O�\�� �J�U�L�Q�G�L�Q�J���I�O�R�X�U��
that day, but the sails were pushed around manually so that we could see the process. To set sail you had to untie and pull 
across the canvas on all four sails. Talk of flour made us hungry so picnic lunch was the next stop, then on to the smithy.  

The blacksmith, who admitted he was an insurance broker by day, showed us how to make iron nails. He then quickly adapted 
the new nails into keyrings with all the Juniors getting one, hammered with their initials. 

Via a lovely little Victorian cottage, furnished as it would have been in the 1920s, we arrived at a post-war prefab where we 
admired its rather fine fittings. It really did look pretty comfy despite its size, and we all liked the kitchen, so maybe we shouldn't 
live in a tent in the jungle despite the lack of rent!  Then, after a quick visit to a medieval house and a toll house, we retreated to 
the tea shop situated within the old Co-op re-located from Shrewsbury. Ahhh Tea! 

But whistles were calling us, and soon we were standing on the platform awaiting a rather small steam train. Due to it following 
a standard British timetable it was running late, so we were given a free ride on the dirty diesel which arrived ahead of schedule. 
Once back at the station we took the steam train for a second lap of the museum. 

Now a feature of the Avoncroft Museum is that it has the national collection of phone boxes. For most people this would not 
be a huge attraction, but some bright spark, or perhaps a bright sparkie, had the idea of actually connecting the phones within 
the boxes. So, you could dial the box next to you, insert your coin and if in an older box, press button A and chat to your 
friends. As you can imagine, we spent rather a long time in these, it's not every day you can phone the Tardis! They even sup-
�S�O�L�H�G���X�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H���F�R�L�Q�V���W�R���X�V�H�����$�Q�G���R�I���F�R�X�U�V�H�����Z�H���¶�Q�H�Y�H�U���P�L�V�V�H�G���D���F�K�D�Q�F�H���W�R���S�U�H�V�V���E�X�W�W�R�Q���%�·��  

Slightly randomly our visit coincided with a get together of town criers, resulting in the slightly odd site of a diminutive traction 
engine ploddling along with a couple of town criers, complete in full outfit and bells, towed behind. Such sites seemed to nicely 
sum up the day!  A brilliant day out visiting the era of Arthur Ransome. Our huge thanks to Sarah Samuel for arranging it all. 

Rebekah, David and Kathryn Hambleton  



Discovery Event 
�7�L�W�W�\�·�V���&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H 

(Able Seaman Log Book) Nautical Event Adventure Event 
�6�X�V�D�Q�·�V���&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H 
(Mate Log Book) 

�-�R�K�Q�·�V���&�K�D�O�O�H�Q�J�H 
(Captain Log Book) 

 

 
 

 
 

Become a Mrs Dixon and learn to create your own pork pie 
(non-meat option also available) in Gloucestershire.  Further 
details available from Nick Ardagh-Walter by e-mailing  
nickandamanda1558@gmail.com or phoning 07484 284261. 

 
 

Join us at Flaxmill Maltings, Shrewsbury for our regional AGM 
and Junior Parley, followed by lunch (bring your own or use 
the cafŽ ('delicious vegetarian and plant-based food'). There 
will be time to explore the Flaxmill itself - the grandparent of 
the modern skyscraper - and its exhibition space. 
 Junior activities: following in the tradition of Mrs Swainson, 
who covered every surface with hand made doilies, make a 
woven mat for your own home. There are also junior trails to 
explore the site. 
 Exhibition Cost: English Heritage members free, Adults 
£10.50, Juniors 50p (with the usual Midland and Wales Junior 
subsidy). For further information please contact Sarah Samuel 
on sarah@sarahsamuel.plus.com or 07952 587273. 

 
 

�-�R�L�Q���W�K�H���6�Z�D�O�O�R�Z�V���D�Q�G���$�P�D�]�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���'�·�V���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���O�R�Q�J-awaited 
Antarctica Expedition.  Find out about the famous polar 
explorer, ornithologist, natural historian, physician and artist, 
Edward Wilson at The Wilson - Cheltenham Art Gallery & 
Museum. It holds a unique collection of watercolours and 
drawings made by Wilson, who accompanied Scott on two 
Antarctic expeditions, plus collections about his life and the 
heroic age of Antarctic exploration. 

We will look round The Wilson in the morning and after 
lunch we will have a go at painting our own watercolours of 
illustrations from Winter Holiday. 

Meet at 11.00 at the entrance to The Wilson, 51 Clarence 
Street, Cheltenham GL50 3JT.  Bring a packed lunch or visit 
the cafŽ on site.  Admission is free, with a suggested donation 
of £5. Art materials will be available to use but you are 
welcome to bring your own. Please contact Kathryn 
Hambleton - kathrynhambleton7@gmail.com or 07879 832318 
for more information and to let us know you are coming.   

����  

�6�L�J�Q�D�O�V���6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U-�'�H�F�H�P�E�H�U���������� 

 
 

 
 

Another opportunity to hone your Amazon archery skills 
under instruction from the Centaura Field Bowmen in South 
Derbyshire.  Arrive at 11am for practise at the butts, then after 
lunch there will be the chance to tour the targets around their 
woodland.  Please bring your own packed lunch. 

For further details and to book please contact Paul Green on 
paul-midtarscym@gmx.com or 01654 791256 or 07563 
962496. 

 
-  

Come to camp beside Llyn Tegid / Bala Lake in North Wales.  
�%�U�L�Q�J�� �D�� �E�R�D�W�� �L�I�� �\�R�X�� �K�D�Y�H�� �R�Q�H���� �R�U�� �¶�J�U�D�E�� �D�� �F�K�D�Q�F�H�·�� �L�Q�� �V�R�P�H�R�Q�H��
�H�O�V�H�·�V���� �� �%�U�L�Q�J�� �D�� �V�Z�L�P�P�L�Q�J�� �F�R�V�W�X�P�H�� �W�R�R���� �L�I�� �\�R�X�� �D�U�H�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�D�\��
inclined. 

For further information please contact Nick Ardagh-Walter 
on nickandamanda1558@gmail.com or 07484 284261. 

 
 

Join in online for a Ransome-based quiz, with a festive feel.  For  
more details and a Zoom link, please contact Sarah Samuel on 
sarah@sarahsamuel.plus.com or 07952 587273 

-  
When the clocks go back in the autumn, cheer your Sunday evenings by joining our shared reading of  Missee Lee on Zoom.  You 
can eithcymer take a turn at reading, or just listen in if you prefer.  If you would like to take part please send an e-mail to Paul 
Green on paul-midtars@gmx.co.m.  When the sessions are about to start he will send you a link to the reading on Zoom, which 
will be led by Fiona Fyfe. 
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Rusland Ð 3 rd June 

Krysia Clack, Kirsty Nichol-Findlay and Liz Haworth were the sole representatives this year 
at Rusland to remember ArthurÕs death. Some roses were added to a posy surrounded by 
the usual pile of pine cones on the grave.! It was a chilly evening Ð we enjoyed a quick 
sandwich sitting on a bench.! Very sadly, due to structural problems with the tower, St 
PaulÕs Church is now not used and so the church entrance has been made inaccessible as 
has the old school community room that we used to have our picnics in.  The graveyard 
remains open to visitors and continues to be maintained.

34

Upcoming event
This may be of interest to anyone in the south west of our Region Ð 

Manchester, Chester, Preston, Lancaster.
Northern Region will host an Arthur Ransome Day in October  

based at Hornby Village Hall,
Saturday 18th October Ð 10-4

Talks, stalls, displays
Come and celebrate AR and bring a friend.

The village institute is a very attractive grade2 listed building situated at 
Main Street, Hornby, Lancaster.  LA28JR
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Winifred and I attended this yearÕs event, hosted by 
The Kipling Society, at the University of Sussex at 
Falmer, between Brighton and Lewes, along with 
two other Tars: Amanda Ardagh-Walter, our ALS 
committee member, and David Smith; and with over 
60 other participants from ALS societies.  
      WeÕd realised that it was exactly 50 years since 
Winifred graduated from Sussex with her BA in 
African History and my Biochemistry DPhil. We 
hadnÕt been back to the campus since! 
     We stayed in Lewes, as weÕd always 
preferred this lovely county town of East 
Sussex to brash Brighton when we were 
students.  
      On Friday evening there was a dinner 
at the Old Ship Hotel on the Brighton 
seafront. The seating plan had been 
carefully arranged to introduce members 
of the different societies to each other. 
During the meal, there was the usual quiz, 
arranged by Amanda, which stimulated 
much discussion and hilarity.  
    Next morning we were up early to get to the 
campus in good time before the meeting Ð we 
wanted to see how much things had changed in the 
50 years since we were last there.      
     We recognised the entrance to the site, with 
Falmer House predominant; our immediate reaction 
was how much the parkland trees have grown. We 
were disappointed the Meeting House (the 
University Chapel) was closed, as we were both 
members of the chapel choir, where we first got to 
know each other.  
     We progressed up the valley to where we were to 
meet in the old Refectory building. We wanted to see 

the residences where we 
lived in Park Village, but 
came up against 
hoardings protecting a 
large building site, with 
several massive cranes, 
and no obvious way 
round. A helpful member 
of staff informed us that 
the Village had been 
recently demolished to 
make way for new high-
rise en suite student 
residences! 
    Moving to the 
University Conference 
suite on the 3rd floor of 

Bramber House, we were impressed by the 
conference facilities: a very well equipped meeting 
room, a large room for display tables from the 
various constituent societies and a smaller 
refreshment room. In addition, a terrace gave 
excellent views of the campus, with its many new (to 
us) buildings among the trees. We had time to 
register, have a coffee and meet other participants Ð 
some we had met before, others were new to us 
(including one contemporary fellow-Sussex student) 

Ð before proceedings began with welcomes 
from the chairs of The Kipling Society 
and ALS, followed by President Jim 
Naughtie  (left) in his usual inimitable 
enthusiastic style.  
     Then the real business of the 
conference began: Rudyard Kipling. TKS 
chair, Andrew Scragg, gave a most 
interesting overview of his life, work and 
legacy Ð particularly helpful for those of 
us who didnÕt have much previous 
knowledge! After the coffee break, Alex 

Bubb of TKS spoke about Kipling in relation to 
other authors.  
      A long lunch break followed, with an excellent 
buffet, and more time for socialising and looking at 
the society stalls. There were also representatives of 
Slightly Foxed, who were sponsoring the event, and 
BatemanÕs, the National Trust Kipling home nearby 
(where there was a visit next day); and the 
University Special Collections Archivist, Karen 
Watson, who is also responsible for TKS archives 
and library, housed at The Keep, a purpose-built 
centre a mile down the Brighton road.  
     The break allowed Winifred and me to visit the 
University Library, much extended, where we were 
made welcome by staff after our half-century 
absence Ð Winifred had worked there during the 
vacations Ð although they were unable to produce 
my thesis as it wasnÕt a weekday! I also found the 
building, opened in 1972, where I had spent the last 
two years of my lab work.  
     Dashing back after our explorations, we had the 
formal ALS AGM, very efficiently run by chair 
Marty Ross, followed by talks by Tim Pye, National 
Curator, Libraries at the National Trust, who is very 
keen to make his libraries more accessible, and 
Dominic Edwardes of The Trollope Society, who 
spoke about the r™le of literary societies in the digital 
age, with excellent advice on recruiting new 
members to our societies. Another dinner, at the 
Hotel du Vin, and for us, home in the morning.
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Alliance of Literary Societies !
AGM & Conference: 

University of Sussex 16-18 May 2025!
!

A nostalgic return for Paul and Winifred Wilson

Winifred !
outside the 
Library
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JACK BLAKE and his pals

 

JuliaÕs sailing sisterhood 
Nancy Blackett does get at least one mention in this survey of inspiring 
female sailors. So does Mate Susan. One would expect no less from 
Julia Jones Ð author and owner of Arthur RansomeÕs Peter Duck. But her 
focus is on real-life exemplars, including Evgenia Shelepina/Ransome.      
Other recognisable names include Ellen MacArthur, Clare Francis, 
Tracy Edwards, Molly Childers (see page 14 of this Signals), Claudia 
Myatt - and about 90 other less famous female mariners (marinesses?) 
with intriguing and sometimes surprising stories. One of my own 
favourites is Marion Wyllie, spouse and active crew of ÒBillÓ who turns 
out to beÉ well, have a guess. The words Ômarine artistÕ might be a 
clue. So I got a biography of him as well as her. This is a book for 
dipping into rather than ploughing through, and immensely pleasurable. 
(Stars to Steer By by Julia Jones, pub Adlard Coles 2025, 327pp £22.00) 

 And one more - a podcast on BBC Sounds from Radio 4: Radical with Amol Rajan, interviewing childrenÕs 
author Katherine Rundell on the decline in childrenÕs reading  and ÔWhy Every School Needs a LibraryÕ.
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LesleyÕs Dolphins

One of my favourite parts of Coot Club is the description of the exciting and perilous passage of the Teasel 
and Titmouse down through Yarmouth from the northern to the southern river systems. However many 
times I read it, I find it a breathless read, especially the part where Tom has to bring the Teasel alongside 
the mooring dolphin to wait for the tide to be exactly right to go under the Yarmouth bridges safely. 
   But IÔve always been puzzled about the dolphins as I had never heard the term before. 
   Now IÕve discovered that dolphins are an essential part of the coastal infrastructure. Man-made structures 
that extend above the water level and arenÕt connected to the shore, they provide a fixed structure where it 
would be impractical to extend the shore to provide a dry-access facility or to protect docks and bridges 
from damage caused by ships or to provide a stable base for navigational aids. In addition, dolphins can be 
used to help prevent shoreline erosion by deflecting the force of waves. 
    But why ÔdolphinsÕ? The origin of the name is uncertain. The Oxford English Dictionary says the term is 
Òapplied to various contrivances fancifully likened to a dolphinÓ. This usage dates from the early 18thC. 
    One suggestion is that early mooring dolphins, constructed from wooden piles driven into the seabed, 
were thought to resemble a line of dolphins swimming together when viewed from a distance. Another 
suggestion is that the term originated with actual dolphin-shaped mooring cleats used on wharves in France 
and the name was later transferred to all mooring devices. Both ideas are plausible but not entirely 
convincing. Any other suggestions? Lesley Wareing

ÔTied up to the dolphinÕ Coot Club  ch18 
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The TARS Stall  
(TEMPORARILY  CLOSED) 

PUBLICATIONS FROM TARS 

Literary Weekend Transcripts 
Report and talks from Edinburgh, 2017  
£6 (+ 2.50) Previous events,1995, 1999, 2001, 
2003, 2005, 2009, 2013, 2015, also available.  

Encountering the Ransomes: DVD set 
Personal memories of Arthur & Evgenia  
Presented by Sophie Neville, recorded interviews 
filmed 1996-2010. 2-DVD set £20 (+ £1.50) 

Mixed Moss 
The TARS Journal since 1990 
Most previous issues available. £4 (+£1.50) 

BOOKS ABOUT ARTHUR RANSOME 

A Thoroughly Mischievous Person 
The other Arthur Ransome  
by Alan Kennedy  £15 (+£2.50) 

The Life of Arthur Ransome, by Hugh 
Brogan £12 (+ £3) The definitive biography. 

Good Little Ship: Arthur Ransome, Nancy 
Blackett and the Goblin, by Peter Willis  
The story of Nancy Blackett, inspiration for Goblin 
in WDMTGTS, her restoration by Mike Rines and 
the Nancy Blackett Trust. £14 (+ £3.50)  

Swallows, Amazons and Coots 
a reading of Arthur Ransome by Julian 
Lovelock  A literary overview of all Ôthe 12Õ by the 
former editor of Mixed Moss. £17 ( + £1.80) 

Arthur Ransome on the Broads 
by Roger Wardale Beautifully illustrated and 
draws on diary entries from the RansomesÕ Broads 
trips, linked to the relevant books. £15 (+ £3.50) 

Arthur Ransome Afloat in Lakeland 
W. R. Mitchell) Attractively illustrated account of 
ARÕs haunts by a local author.  £10 (+ £1.80) 

Arthur Ransome, a Bibliography   
by Wayne Hammond A comprehensive guide to 
all RansomeÕs published writing. £20 (+ £3)  

Ransome in Russia, by Ted Alexander & 
Tatiana Verizhnikova £18 (+ £3.50) 
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AMAZON   
PUBLICATIONS 
Novel Ransome 
by Kirsty Nichol Findlay  
Transforming ChildrenÕs Reading £14 (+£3.50 p+p)  
Red Skies (2024) by Ivan Cutting  
When Orwell met the Ransomes £12 (+£3.50 p+p)  

No Holds Barred (2022) EvgeniaÕs diaries 

1927-1933 , ed. Margaret Ratcliffe £14 (+£3.50 p+p) 

Ransome Centre Stage (2021) TARS amateur 
dramatics, ed. Alan Hakim £14 (+ £3.50) 
 

Sunlight and Shadows (2020) 
Mike Bender £14 (+ £3.50)  
 

The Twilight Years, Vol II - London  
ed. Margaret Ratcliffe £20 (+ £3.50) RansomeÕs 
diary 1950-1963, Foreword by Griff Rhys-Jones. 

The Twilight Years, Vol I - Hill Top,  
£15 (+ £3.50)  RansomeÕs diary entries 1956-1964. 

Robert Louis Stevenson, Arthur RansomeÕs 
study, ed. Kirsty Nichol Findlay. £8.50 (+ £3.50) 

Ransome the Artist, by Roger Wardale, Sketches 
paintings etc by Arthur Ransome. £5 (+ £3.50) 

Ransome on Blue Water Sailing, ed. Christina 
Hardyment. Writings about sailing. £5 (+ £3.50)  

A Ransome Bookcase, by John Cowen 
Illustrated guide to RansomeÕs books. £10 (+ £3) 

Bohemia in London, RansomeÕs Ôfirst real bookÕ 
with the original 1907 illustrations. £7.50 (+ £3.50)  

From our Special Correspondent - Journalism 
of Ransome in Egypt, £25 (+ £3.50)  

Ransome in China, 1927, special correspondent 
to the Manchester Guardian and the Baltimore Sun,  
by David Jones. £7.50 (+ £3.50)  

Arthur Ransome, a Bodley Head Monograph, 
Hugh Shelley. £2 (+ £2.50)  

Before a Peak in Darien, ed Paul Crisp. From 
Arthur RansomeÕs early writings. £7.50 (+ £3.50)  

Fair Cops and Glowworms, ed. Paul Crisp An 
anthology ARÕs fishing articles. £10 (+ £3)  

Genetic Building Blocks, Arthur RansomeÕs 
forebears, by Margaret Ratcliffe. £10 (+ £3) 

Collecting our Thoughts, Essays from TARS 
Library catalogues, 2000-2009 £15 (+ £3.50) 
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The TARS Stall 
UK	postage	and	packing	shown	for	individual	items.		
To	order,	or	for	mul-ple-item	or	overseas	costs,	or	any	
queries	please	contact	Chris9ne	Rae,	
e-mail:	tarsstall@arthur-ransome.org	
Phone	+44	(0)7881	505390,	preferably	6-8pm			
(but	!"# 	to	make	card	payments,	can’t	be	done);	
or	SAE:	The	Manor	House,	Church	Lane,	
Houghton,	STOCKBRIDGE,	Hampshire	SO20	6LJ;		
Payment	may	be	made	by	PayPal	to:	
tarsstall@arthur-ransome.org	or	by	cheque	to	
$%&'('#)**+(BACS	payment	details	on	request.		

BOOKS BY ARTHUR RANSOME 

RacundraÕs First Cruise  
Arthur RansomeÕs first ÔproperÕ 
boat, built and sail in Baltic in the 
1920s re-edited by Brian 
Hammett, with additional 
material. Hardback £10 (+ £3.50) 
 

RacundraÕs Third Cruise  
Previously unpublished account of 
RansomeÕs honeymoon cruise in 
Latvia in 1924, (includes his draft 
of RacundraÕs Second Cruise) 
edited by Brian Hammett. 
Hardback £10 (+ £3.50) 

The 12 Swallows and Amazons books 
Vintage Classics paperback edition. Set of 12 £75 
(+ £17) Single copies £7 each (+ £3.50)  

Audio CDs of Ôthe 12Õ  
Read by Gabriel Woolf 
All 12 titles available. £14 ( + £3.50) each. 

Old PeterÕs Russian Tales  
Introduction by Christina Hardyment, with 
illustrations by Faith Jaques. £7 (+ £3.50) 

Swallows and Amazons musical 
The script and songs for the Bristol Old Vic stage 
musical production, £9 (+ £2) 

 

WaltonÕs Secret Water  
Film by David Webb of the Walton 
Backwaters, the setting of Secret 
Water country, and including the 
River Orwell and Nancy Blackett 
Run time 75 mins 
DVD £15 (+ £2) 

FICTION INSPIRED BY  
ARTHUR RANSOME 

Strong Winds series by Julia Jones 
Contemporary teenage thrillers set in East 
Anglia, with a strong sailing element.  
Now seven in series: 
1.The Salt-Stained Book  
2. A Ravelled Flag 
3. Ghosting Home  
4. The Lion of Sole Bay  
5. Black Waters  
6. Pebble 
LATEST: Vol 7: Voyage North 
£7.99 each (+ £1.60) / Set: £49 (+£3.50) 

Those Kids  
series by Jon Tucker  
A series of Tasmanian adventure stories for 
children by TARS member and live-aboard sailor 
Jon Tucker. Ask about available titles £10 (+ £1.80) 

The Boat in the Bay by Alan Kennedy 
Ransome-referenced adventure story £10 (+ £2) 

Burgees  

For your boat, or for a 
ÔhomelyÕ decoration for 
your bedroom 
Polyester burgees, 
50x30cm, including 
halyard and toggle.  
Three designs:  
TARS (Swallow+ Skull 
and Crossbones) 
Skull and crossbones, 
Swallow, £18 (+ £2.50) 
 
TARS Enamel pin badge 
(Swallow + Skull and 
Crossbones)  approx 
2x3cm  £3 (+£1.50)

39

TARS Teddy 
Need a mascot? Or 
a stocking-filler? 
Here he/she is! 
companionable 

soft toy, 24cm high 
(plague flag not 

included) 
£10 (+ £3.50)

mailto:tarsstall@arthur-ransome.org?subject=
mailto:tarsstall@arthur-ransome.org
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ISSN 2633-9331 

S I G N A L S 
THE MAGAZINE OF THE ARTHUR RANSOME SOCIETY

S I G N A L S

JANUARY-APRIL 2024      WITH IAGM DESPATCHES

LITERARY 
WEEKEND 

 

WhoÕs coming  
to Harrogate? 

Twenty years of 
Signalling to TARS 

RansomeÕs winter 
and summer pair 

ÔHolly HoweÕ É and  
a tall(ish) ship

!

SIGNALS is the SocietyÕs 
Magazine, published three times 
a year with news of events, 
activities and Ransome-related 
happenings in the UK and 
overseas, as well as letters, 
features, reviews and 
contributions from members. 
     The January-April issue 
includes Despatches, with news 
and booking forms for the 
International AGM.  
    The May-August issue has the 
Library Supplement, while the 
September-December issue 
includes ShipÕs Log, which 
carries reports from the IAGM.  
     Each of the six UK Regions 
has up to three pages for its own 
events and news. 
     Some overseas material is 
included; overseas TARS groups 
also have their own newsletters 
Ð see below. 

Signals Editor is  
Peter Willis 
signals@arthur-ransome.org  
01394 387907 / 07979 721901 
Copy deadlines 1 March,  
1 July, 1 November 

USA/Canada: Signals from 
Tarsus/North Pole News, 
Editor: Simon Horn 
shorn@colba.net 
Australia/New Zealand: 
Furthest South 
Editor: Phoebe Palmieri, 
phoebe.palmieri@gmail.com.  

MIXED MOSS, the SocietyÕs 
Journal, is published annually 
and contains generally longer 
articles on literary, historical 
and research matters. Potential 
contributors are invited to 
contact the Editor with articles 
or outlines/suggestions.  
     Copy deadline is June, with 
distribution to members in the 
autumn. 
Mixed Moss 2024; 
Editor Peter Wright 
peterwright180@btinternet.com  
Published with Signals December 
Back issues: most in stock at 
the TARS Stall, £4 + p+p 

LITERARY WEEKENDS 
Transcripts of Talks from  
previous events are available 
from the TARS Stall, £6.50 

Amazon Publications  
produces a Ransome-linked 
book yearly on a subscription 
basis. Next title (2026 With a 
Blunt Instrument. Some back 
issues on TARS Stall. 
Enquires to Christine Rae: 
tarsstall@arthur-ransome.org 

THE OUTLAW  is the TARS 
magazine specially for Juniors, 
sent to all Youth and Group 
members, three times a year, 
along with Signals.  
Contact the Editors on 
outlaw@arthur-ransome.org 
or Outlaw Editors c/o TARS, 
17 Chesterwood Road,  
Birmingham B13 0QG 

RANSOME ONLINE 

TARS WEBSITE: 

arthur-ransome.org 
with log-in access for 
Members pages 

Webmaster: Ben Hambleton 
email: webmaster@arthur-
ransome.org 

OTHER WEBSITES 
The Arthur Ransome Trust: 
arthur-ransome-trust.org.uk 

The Nancy Blackett Trust: 
nancyblackett.org 

allthingsransome.net 
a useful resource site 

tarboard.net discussion forum 

FACEBOOK GROUPS 
The Arthur Ransome Group 
(monitored public group) 

The Arthur Ransome Society 
(TARS) Facebook Group 
(monitored TARS-only group) 

TARS Publications etc

mailto:peterwright180@btinternet.com
http://arthur-ransome.org
http://arthur-ransome-trust.org.uk
http://nancyblackett.org
http://tarboard.net
mailto:shorn@colba.net
http://arthur-ransome.org
http://arthur-ransome-trust.org.uk
http://nancyblackett.org
http://tarboard.net
mailto:shorn@colba.net
mailto:peterwright180@btinternet.com
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TARS Subscriptions  
2025 rates  

(renewals due 1st January) 
Adult  (including Seniors) £25 

Family/Group  £35  
Junior or Student £15 

Overseas as UK, with Signals/Outlaw online 
(otherwise + £5 postage surcharge) 

Corporate rate £60
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TARS Committees etc
Literary & Resources:  
Krysia Clack (Chair), Elizabeth Williams 
(Secretary),Chris Birt, Paul Crisp, Ann Farr, 
Susan Gouldbourne, Ben Hambleton, John 
Pearson, Christine Rae, Lesley Waering, 
Winifred Wilson, Peter Wright

Publications:  
Susan Gouldbourne (Chair), Barbara 
Flower (Secretary), The Blue Family, Peter 
Willis, Peter Wright

Rosemary Beal 01243 605889  
rebealtars@gmail.com

Contribute to Signals! 
Letters, articles, reviews, news, photos always 
welcome. Send them to the Editor at 
peterwillis1144@gmail.com or  
Creek View, School Lane, Martlesham, 
Woodbridge IP12 4RR     tel 01394 387907
Advertisements also accepted. Ask for rates.

RED SLIPPER FUND  
Research and publishing grants 
available with new grant criteria 

The Red Slipper Fund exists to encourage research into 
all aspects of Arthur RansomeÕs life and writings. This 
is one of the five objectives of the Society and we believe 
there is still much to discover!  
    To encourage more of you to undertake research, 
whether for a small article, pamphlet or book, for pleasure 
or academic study, grants may be used towards travel costs, 
incidental expenditure or the costs of publication.  
     All we ask is that the TARS contribution is 
acknowledged in your work and that a copy is forwarded to 
the TARS Library.  
     For an application form and more details please contact: 
Peter Wright, peterwright180@btinternet.com 
17 Chesterwood Road, KingÕs Heath  
Birmingham B13 0QG    Tel: 0121 443 2910  

Junior Adventure Fund 
Calling all young TARS aged 13 to 19: If you are 
planning to take part in a Ransome-inspired outdoor 
activity, the TARS Junior Adventure Fund may be 
able to to help with the costs.  
The range is enormous – sailing, climbing, archaeological 
events, walking and camping, Scouting etc to name just a 
few. There are a few rules: School trips and GCSE field 
studies, or trips with parents are not eligible; Only one 
award per person. 

Please see the TARS website for further details or 
contact Paul Crisp: p.crisp048@btinternet.com  

The TARS Library  
contains over 1,000 books written by Ransome, read 
by him, written about him or connected with him. 
Browse the complete list on the TARS website, or 
request a paper copy for a small charge. 
The	Manor	House,	Church	Lane,	Houghton,	
STOCKBRIDGE,	Hants	SO20	6LJ	

(TEMPORARILY	CLOSED)	
email	tarslib@arthur-ransome.org

Book	DonaMons	Guide	
If	you	have	Ransome-related	books	to	
dispose	of,	or	have	been	offered	some,	and	
would	like	advice	from	TARS,	guidelines	are	
now	available	on	the	Website,	from	all	
Regional	Secretaries	or	the	Chair	of	the	
Literary	Resources	CommiCee,	Krysia	Clack	
(steve@ksclack.plus.com)	

mailto:tarslib@arthur-ransome.org
mailto:tarslib@arthur-ransome.org
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