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Welcome to issue 77 of The Outlaw Magazine! What 

adventures have you had so far this year? What literary 

delights have you enjoyed? Over the following pages 

you will see samples of adventures we have been blessed 

with, alongside books that inspired us. 

Winter will soon be upon us in the northern hemisphere. 

As you know, itõs a stunning opportunity to observe the 

night skies. The Constellation of Orion dominates 

southern horizons ð examined closely, the sword reveals 

the ômiddle starõ of 3 to be a fuzzy patch of light-dust: 

M42, Orion Nebum, 1344 light years distant.  

Have you read Winter Holiday? What fun amateur 

astronomy is had! Our visits to Keele Observatory, in 

Staffordshire, apparently coincided with a hot Jupiter 

orbiting a metal-rich K dwarf star, a strongly-irradiated 

transiting gas-giant planet and a partial eclipse of the 

moon!  

It's truly great that so many of you have been in touch 

and sent in your super pictures and reports from the 

field. A hearty Well Done!! from all of the editors. 

mailto:outlaw@arthur-ransome.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Midland & Wales 

Region recent 

visits to Keele 

Observatory. See 

From Keele to 

Combs for full 

article. 

Recent readings to preoccupy us revolve around the peaceful ecology of night. First, 

Under the Stars by Matt Gaw (Also wrote: The Pull of the River, a Journey into the Wild & 

Watery Heart of Britain). His immersive travelogue explores the power of the natural 

lights of night ~ moonlight, starlight, the glow of winter snow. At a time when artificial, 

urban light surrounds us, which can be harmful to wildlife and people, disrupting our 

natural rhythms, Gaw ventures forth into darkness to see what we are missing. 

At night, we cast aside our vision and tune into sounds and smells that reveal to us a new 

space away from the chaos and bustle of daytime. 

Underland, by Robert Macfarlane (Winner of National Outdoor Book Award for Natural 

History Literature, etc and sequel to The Old Ways: A Journey on Foot), congregates 

around a common theme, that we are only ever visitors in the alien landscape of night; 

night is untameable. The author explores subterranean landscapes through caving in the 

Mendips, descending into the ice-blue depths of a glacier, observing the Karst Plateau 

that extends across the border of southwestern Slovenia and northeastern Italy. 

Merlin Sheldrakeõs Entangled Life (Winner of the Wainwright Prize for writing on global 

conservation) considers things beneath our feet, especially fungi ð including 

decomposition, fermentation and nutrient distribution. 

John Lewis-Stempleõs Nightwalking: Four Journeys into Britain After Dark leads you 

through diary-like entries that follow several nocturnal forays into the countryside. 

Arthur Ransomeõs Swallowdale features an incident where the characters need to sleep 

out on the heights of ôKangchenjungaõ (The Old Man of Coniston), beautifully described. 

Have you read this? 

Leave your lairs and go night-traipsing ð see the hidden natural world become slowly 

visible! 

 

 



 

  

 

SEA SHANTIES 

Sea Shanties were sung by sailors, mainly on merchant ships, and were vastly 

popular during the 19th century. They were often used to help sailors synchronise 

whilst completing tasks, such as hoisting sail, weighing anchor or pumping water. 

There were Halyard Shanties (sung whilst hoisting sail) Capstan Shanties (sung whilst 

weighing anchor) and Fore-bitters (sung during leisure time).  

They originate from many countries, mainly Britain and France, and were often 

adapted by sailors, who included local stories, locations and musical styles from those 

which they encountered.  Below are short descriptions on the origins of some shanties 

which AR included in his books. Why not discover which are mentioned in which S&A 

book and send in your answer? 

 SPANISH LADIES  

Spanish Ladies is a traditional 

British Naval song which describes the 

journey from Spain to the Downs.  

The oldest version was found in 

the 1796 logbook of the HMS Nellie. 

The book suggests that the shanty was 

created during the War of the First 

Coalition in 1793-96. There are many 

different variations to the lyrics.  

 BLOW THE MAN DOWN 

Blow the Man Down  is thought 

to have been written in the 1860s. It 

was often used to keep in time whilst 

hauling the halyards.  

In 1879, George Haswell wrote 

an article on sea shanties he heard on 

the journey from London to Sydney. 

His lyrics use the theme of the Black 

Ball Line.  

 A LONG TIME AGO 

A Long Time Ago was a popular 

shanty on American and English ships 

in the 19th century. The song was sung 

as a halyard shanty.  

  

 HANGING JOHNNY 

 Legend claims that Hanging 

Johnny is a shanty about the infamous 

Jack Ketch.  

It was often use to gallant 

halyards. The full origins of the song 

are unknown.   

  AWAY O RIO 

Away Rio was a popular British 

capstan or windlass Sea Shanty.  

 

  

       THE MAID OF AMSTERDAM 

The Maid of Amsterdam, also 

known as A-roving, dates from the 

Elizabethan or Jacobean era, and was 

popular in Britain, Denmark and 

France. There are many variations of 

the lyrics.  

  



 

  

 

 HANGING JOHNNY 

They call me hanging Johnny, 

Away, boys, away! 

They say I hang for money! 

So hang, boys, hang! 

They say I hanged my mother, 

Away, boys, away! 

My sisters and my brothers 

So hang, boys, hang! 

They say I hanged my granny, 

Away, boys, away! 

I strung her up so canny 

So hang, boys, hang! 

They say I hung a copper, 

Away, boys, away! 

I gave him the long dropper 

So hang, boys, hang! 

Iõd hang the mates and skippers, 

Away, boys, away! 

Iõd hang 'em by their flippers 

So hang, boys, hang! 

A rope, a beam, a ladder, 

Away, boys, away! 

Iõll hang ye all together 

So hang, boys, hang! 

Hang 'em from the yardarm, 

Away, boys, away! 

Hang the sea and buy a pig farm 

So hang, boys, hang! 

They say I hang for money, 

Away, boys, away! 

I hang because itõs funny 

So hang, boys, hang! 

They call me hanging Johnny, 

Away, boys, away! 

Ainõt never hanged nobody 

So hang, boys, hang! 

  

  

  A LONG TIME AGO 

A smart Yankee packet lay out in the bay, 

to me way hay, o-hi-o.     

a-waiting for a fair wind to get underway,  

a long time ago. 

She was waiting for a fair wind to get 

under way,       

to me way hay, o-hi-o.      

she was waiting for a fair wind to get 

underway,       

a long time ago.  

If she hasnõt a fair wind, sheõs lying there 

still,          

to me way hay o-hi-o.            

if she hasnõt a fair wind sheõs lying there 

still,         

a long time ago. 

With all her poor sailors all sick and all 

sore,         

to me way hay o-hi-o.     

for theyõd drunk all their lime-juice and 

could get no more,      

a long time ago.  

 

 

  

Why not have a 

go at writing 

your own Sea 

Shanty and 

send it in to us? 



 

  

 

  AWAY RIO 

Iõll sing you a song, a good song of the 

sea 

Away Rio! 

Iõll sing it to you if youõll sing it with me 

And weõre bound for the Rio Grande 

Chorus: 

And itõs away Rio! Away, away Rio! 

Sing fare thee well, my pretty young 

girls, and 

Weõre bound for the Rio Grande 

The chainõs up and down the bosun did 

say 

Away Rio! 

Heave up to the hawspipe, the anchorõs 

away 

And weõre bound for the Rio Grande 

Chorus 

The Anchor is weighed and the sails they 

are set 

Away Rio! 

The girls that weõre leaving weõll never 

forget, 

And weõre bound for the Rio Grande 

Chorus 

Oh Well, fare ye well all ye ladies of town 

Away Rio! 

Weõve left you enough for to buy a silk 

gown. 

And weõre bound for the Rio Grande 

Chorus 

 

 

 

  

Chorus 

Oh Well, fare ye well all ye ladies of 

town 

Away Rio! 

Weõve left you enough for to buy a silk 

gown. 

And weõre bound for the Rio Grande 

Chorus 

Heave with a will and heave long and 

strong 

Away Rio! 

Sing a good chorus for õtis a good song 

And weõre bound for the Rio Grande 

Chorus 

And itõs goodbye to Ellen and Molly 

and Sue 

Away Rio! 

And those that are listening, itõs 

goodbye to you 

And weõre bound for the Rio Grande 

And itõs away Rio! Away, away Rio! 

Sing fare thee well, my pretty young 

girls, and 

Weõre bound for the Rio Grande 

And itõs away Rio! Away, away Rio! 

Sing fare thee well, my pretty young 

girls, and 

Weõre bound for the Rio Grande 

Sing fare thee well, my pretty young 

girls, and 

Weõre bound for the Rio Grande 

Oh weõre bound for the Rio Grande 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  

 

ôHe (captain Flint) played on, and 

Nancy and Peggy danced their 

hornpipe and captain John, Mate 

Susan, Able-Seaman Titty, and the 

Shipõs Boy danced theirs. The 

stamping on the deck could have been 

heard a mile away in the quiet 

evening. Faster and faster played 

Captain Flint. Faster and faster 

danced the Swallows and Amazons, 

until the tune went as fast that it 

stopped being a tune at all, and they 

all flung themselves on the deck, tired 

out.õ Swallows and Amazons, The 

Battle in Houseboat Bay.  

Ahead of them, the woods seemed to 

stretch across from side to side, closing 

the valley with a green curtain.  

òWeõre nearly there,ó said John. 

òStick to it, Titty éó òItõs such a 

pull,ó said Roger.  

òLetõs have a chantyó, said John, and 

Titty, though she had not much 

breath, started ôHanging Johnnyõ, and 

the rest of them, shouting the chorus 

and stamping their feet on the road, 

felt handcart and dromedaries 

suddenly lighter. Pigeon Post, Trek to 

Tysonõs.  

 At last, there was a noise of shouting, and 

then, above the shouting, they heard 

Captain Flint in song: 

òWeõll rant and weõll roar, like true British 

sailors, 

Weõll range and weõll roam over all the salt 

seas. 

Until we strike soundings in the channel of 

old England, 

From Ushant to Scilly is thirty-five 

leaguesó Missee Lee, Miss Lee buys Captain 

Flint. 

 



 

 

  

LETTERS TO THE EDITORS! 

Ahoy! We have received 

dispatches from Juno Mesner 

Lyons. Juno has been hard at 

work achieving Able Seaman 

challenges, and has sent in a 

Free Choice Report. 

òKeep your crew on the jump 

and thereõll be no time for 

mutiny!ó 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

  

BOOK ILLUSTRATORS 
 

Iõve just heard something on the radio ð òThereõs no such thing as too many books, just not enough 

bookshelves.ó I couldnõt have said it better myself! I donõt even attempt to put books onto shelves any more, 

the recently read ones are just added to the piles on the floor. 

Why, I hear you asking, would you suddenly be reading, for the first time, an old book like Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory, by Roald Dahl? The answer is that a friend and I were asked by one of our Fair Trade Schools 

here in Dumfries to go and talk to a primary 4 class about why we are enthusiastic about Fair Trade chocolate. 

The class had been reading Charlie together in preparation for our visit, so I thought I should read it too. 

Iõm sure you all know the story, but my favourite characters were the Oompa-Loompas ð arenõt they 

everyoneõs? At the end of the story, they sing this song all about READING! Of course, itõs a bit outdated now, 

but you could replace the ôtelevision setõ with the ôsmart phoneõ, couldnõt you? 

Thereõs a problem here, because Iõm sure the editors wonõt have room to print the whole song, so the only 

solution is for you to go back and re-read Charlie for yourselves, and see what you think. 

 

 

Last, but definitely not least, is the 2025 

winner of the Carnegie Medal for Illustration, 

Clever Crow, written by Olivia Lomenech Gill, 

and illustrated by Chris Butterworth. This is 

described by the publisher, Walker Books, as 

a ônature storybookõ, aimed at children in 

years 1 to 4, though I have read the text and 

looked at the pictures over and over again, 

and enjoyed them each time. Even if you 

donõt buy a copy, do go and pore over one in 

your nearest bookshop, or better still, ask 

your local library to buy a copy, where more 

people can see it. The same goes for all the 

books we recommend ð and it solves the 

problem of those growing piles of books all 

over the floor! Libraries ð USE THEM OR 

LOSE THEM! Regards Winifred Wilson 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Perhaps you have read one of these Carnegie 

Medal-winning books for Illustration (formerly 

Kate Greenaway Award)? If so, your review could 

reward you with a copy of another! Send it in! 

2024 Aaron Becker, The Tree and the River, Walker Books 

2023 Jeet Zdung, Saving Soyra: Chang and the Sun Bear, Kingfisher 

2022 Danica Novgorodoff, Long Way Down, Faber 

2021 Sydney Smith, Small in the City, Walker Books 

2020 Shaun Tan, Tales from the Inner City, Walker Books 

2019 Jackie Morris, The Lost Words, Penguin 

2018 Sydney Smith, Town Is by the Sea, Walker Books 

2017 Lane Smith, There is a Tribe of Kids, Two Hoots 

2016 Chris Riddell, The Sleeper and the Spindle, Bloomsbury 

2015 William Grill, Shackletonõs Journey, Flying Eye 

2014 Jon Klassen, This Is Not My Hat, Walker Books 

2013 Levi Pinfold, Black Dog, Templar 

2012 Jim Kay, A Monster Calls, Walker Books 

2011 Grahame Baker-Smith, FArTHER, Templar 

2010 Freya Blackwood, Harry & Hopper, Scholastic 

2009 Catherine Rayner, Harris Finds His Feet, Little Tiger Press 

2008 Emily Gravett, Little Mouseõs Big Book of Fears, Macmillan 

2007 Mini Grey, The Adventures of the Dish and the Spoon, Jonathan Cape 

2005 Emily Gravett, Wolves, Macmillan 

2004 Chris Riddell, Jonathan Swiftõs òGulliveró, Walker 

2003 Shirley Hughes, Ellaõs Big Chance, The Bodley Head 

2002 Bob Graham, Jethro Byrde ð Fairy Child, Walker 

2001 Chris Riddell, Pirate Diary, Walker 

2000 Lauren Child, I Will Not Ever Never Eat a Tomato, Orchard Books 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Early February, late Winter, seven Tars met at Keele University, in the scenic grounds of Keele 

University, Stoke on Trent. There were no specific objectives or challenges set other than to meet, 

chat, roam the lakeside woodlands and to visit the Keele Observatory. The Observatory was founded 

in the 1960s but hosts a 31cm refractor (originally the Oxford University Observatory telescope), 

made by Grubb of Dublin, dating back to 1874; the current Keele Obs. Dome, we were told, had to 

be cut in half (again from Oxford) to transport it by road! Keele has since acquired a 60cm reflector 

telescope. Tuesday evenings and Saturday afternoons have been devoted to public sessions for 60+ 

years. (Given freely and with free parking!) 

KeeleΔs Science and Innovation Park has been connected to its Central Campus via a rewilded, 

hedgehog-friendly, habitat of woodlands, open meadows. It being the scrag end of winter, there was 

much mud, wet, dead briar and leaf litter to trudge through but this never diverted our path nor 

distracted our discussions.  

Things were looking up once we emerged from the woods to be met by the dome of the observatory. 

We were also met by two more members of TARS! Though cloudy skies meant the dome was closed, 

a demonstration was given of its operation. Inside we were given a spoken tour. We could view various 

objects collected over time ΐ a piece of Silicon Carbide, rare on Earth but common to the Cosmos, a 

mineral that is put to use in ceramic disc car brakes in Lamborghinis and Ferraris; a splinter of 

unvaporized meteorite from the Arizona Meteor Crater; a Foucault Pendulum that allows you to 

observe the rotation of the Earth; memorabilia pertaining to the 1969 Moon Landing event; various 

objects printed from a 3-D printer, including moon landers, rockets, miniature planets and planetary 

satellites; a bust of Sir Patrick Moore. There was time for questions but after hearing about the 

strongly-irradiated transiting gas-giant exoplanet, WASP ΐ 3b, discovered by Keele Observatory in 

collaboration with SOPHIE, photometric data analysis not being, in my case, a current preoccupation, 

I could only think of something relevant relating to Sidereal time and star time ΐ the timekeeping 

system used by astronomers, based on EarthΔs rotation relative to distant stars, rather than the 

Sun. How do we track the passage of Time relative to the Sun? Well! ΓA Sidereal Day (the time it 

takes for the Earth to rotate once relative to the stars) is a little shorter than a solar day (the 

time it takes for the Earth to rotate relative to the Sun). A Sidereal Day is approximately 23 

hours, 56 minutes, 4 seconds in length.Δ Apparently there exist clocks that are designed to track 

these times, running at the same rate as the EarthΔs rotation. This was explained in an interactive 

manner, with me moving about the room whilst rotating in orbit!  

 

FROM KEELE TO COMBS! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Peggy, Brock, Serendipity, Baby 

Bridgie and a couple of canoes which 

sported home-made masts ð these 

were the craft made available by  

very generous members of TARS in 

July across a very humid and warm 

weekend with intermittent and 

changeable whispers of enough wind 

to carry the faithful 11 over the 

much-diminished reservoir. Fabulous 

memories, fun and a good deal of 

effort and skill on show! 



 

Autumn & Winter Bounties 

 

C O R N E D B E E F F M M K U R W A S X R F V G C 

X V P U I B R A O Q U I I N N O S A E S H L U A O 

G H O J B E E C I L S X C Y H O T P O T J H S M V 

N N T G A U A H R V D M I L K T Z C V O M S S P E 

I G A H K Y D O U G H Y U F D G T M H R E T I R R 

K F T Y E H L N K O W P E E L S I Q T R B I W L D 

A E O W W F O I I L D Y I W A A N U O A O U S K E 

B R E A D S P O U D S E K E S F I L K C L K L H G 

D H S E S R T N N E R A G U S R E T S A C N H G N 

F L P I A H N L F N R S L R N V G C G J L S N U B 

O V E N C L I O D N V T P Y B B G E N J O Y M N U 

O R E T R E P P E P D N A T L A S D E G J D E O T 

L I O L K R T W E S X V N B G T S I M M E R A S T 

G C E T L A Y E R U B O W L I K F L O U R N M A E 

I C I N G S U G A R G F R T I S L I C E D E C F R 

Igloo Hot Pot  

Ingredients: 

N Tin of corned beef 

N One onion sliced 

N 8 medium sized potatoes 

N 3 medium carrots 

N 1 pint stock 

N Salt and pepper 

 

Method: 

N Slice the onion, peel and slice the potatoes and carrots. 

N In a casserole pot, layer the corned beef, onion, potatoes and carrots. Add the stock and season 

with the salt and pepper.  

N Cover and simmer gently for 45-60 minutes. 

N Enjoy with a large slice of buttered bread! 

 

Can you find the words that are underlined on the recipe pages in 

the wordsearch? Tell us which word isnõt there and the first one out 

of the ôhatõ gets their choice of book from the TARS stall! 



 

 

 

  

Ċ 200 ml Milk (of choice) 

Ċ 115g Butter 

Ċ 300g Strong White Flour 

Ċ 250g Plain Flour 

Ċ 140g caster sugar  

Ċ 7g easy bake yeast 

Ċ 2 Eggs beaten 

Ċ 200g Icing Sugar  

 

Swiss Buns - Method 

Ċ In a pan, warm the milk and butter until it's lukewarm with the butter melting. 

Ċ Sift the flour together into a large bowl.  

Ċ Gently mix the sugar and yeast through to combine.  

Ċ Add the milk mixture and stir in a little, then add the eggs. Mix until you have a soft, slightly 

sticky dough. 

Ċ Transfer the dough to well-floured surface, then knead the dough for 10 minutes. 

Ċ Place the dough into an oiled bowl and cover with a damp tea towel. Leave to rise in a warm 

place for 1-2 hours, until it has doubled in size. 

Ċ Lightly grease a large baking tin and dust it with a little flour. Set aside. 

Ċ After your dough has doubled in size, turn it out onto a lightly floured surface and knock it back. 

Divide your dough into 12 even-sized balls, create a sausage shape with each. Place buns into 

your prepared tin, with a little space between each; cover loosely with a damp tea towel. 

Ċ Leave to rise in a warm place for 1-2 hours until they look light and puffy. 

Ċ Once the buns have completed their second rise, bake them in a pre-heated oven at 180Ác for 15-

20 minutes until golden in colour. 

Ċ Allow the buns to cool.  

Ċ To ice the buns, mix 200g of icing sugar with a little cool water. Add food colouring if you want! 

Make sure that itõs not too runny, then add to the top of your buns.   

Ċ Enjoy! (maybe eat with some delicious blackberries!) 

 

Mrs Dixon had given them 

sandwicheséa big bottle of milk and 

two enormous hunks of cake. 

(WHXIX) 

The big saucepan, that had been the 

first thing taken out of the packing-

case, was standing on the hearth, full 

to the brim. Dorothea had unpacked 

the case and arranged its contents 

along one of the benches, food 

enough to last a dozen people for a 

whole day: two cold chickens and a 

Christmas pudding and what noté  

(WHXXIII) 

 



 

 

 THREEMILLION CHEERS!

Hurrah for Evelyn 

who won this superb 

Swallows and 

Amazons colouring 

book! 

Congratulations to 

Gideon, Theo and Nat 

who won a copy of 

ôGreat Northernõ! 

Juno recently took part in a TARS event which 

included a visit to an RNLI station, a water safety 

video and talk, and training on how to use a 

throwbag/line. Donõt forget to discover what events are               

happening in your region! 

Have you enjoyed any TARs events or Ransome-inspired activities recently? Send in 

your photos or drawings and they could be included in the next edition of ôThe 

Outlawõ. See Editorial page for contact details. 

ARE YOU A BUDDING PHOTOGRAPHER?                       

We are on the lookout for potential pictures for the 

front cover of ôThe Outlawõ.  The photograph must 

be your own work and be inspired by Arthur 

Ransome and his books. Send photos in by 

November 30th and your image may be on the 

cover of the next magazine! 

Well done to Suilven, who 

won a copy of ôLarkõ for his 

puzzle answers! 


