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The Fund provides grants to help young Tars take part in Ransome-inspired activities. It is
named after Bridget Altounyan, who was TARS’ first president, and the fund was set up in
her memory. Bridget was the fifth Swallow.

Are you Eligible? Tars between age /3 and |9 may apply and this includes those who are
part of family memberships. The fund is trying to encourage adventurous activities that will
stretch you and enable you to learn new skills._Young Tars from anywhere in the world can

~_Aapply. !
What may you receive? The fund glves financial grants towards the cbs&.oi undertaking

Ransome-inspired activities. VWe usually don’ t cover the full cost of any activity because we
feel that raising fundlng yourself 15 an'important part of undertaking an activity.

What activities are covered? The range is wide — sailing, climbing, camping, cycling,
riding, chess tournaments, St:lem:_lfc activities, archaeological events, or activities involving
birds or the conservation of wildlife. They can be under the supervision of any recognised

adventure-training group.

What activities are not covered? School trips and GCSE field trips.

How do I apply? Email: Paul Crisp: p.crisp048@btinternet.com
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“The most important thing we've learned,
g

So far as children are concerned,
Is never, NEVER, NEVER let
Them near your television set—
Or better still, just don’t install
The idiotic thing at all.

In almost every house we've been,

We've watched them gaping at the screen.

They loll and slop and lounge about,
And stare until their eyes pop out.
(Last week in someone’s place we saw
A dozen eyeballs on the floor.)

They sit and stare and stare and sit
Until they're hypnotised by it,

Until they're absolutely drunk

Witk all that shocking ghastly junk.
Oh yes, we know it keeps them still,
They don’t climb out the window sill,
They never fight or kick or punch,
They leave you free to cook the lunch
And wash the dishes in the sink—
But did you ever stop to think,

To wonder just exactly what

This does to your beloved tot?

IT ROTS THE SENSES IN THE HEAD!

IT KILLS IMAGINATION DEAD!

IT CLOGS AND CLUTTERS UP THE MIND!
IT MAKES A CHILD SO DULL AND BLIND
HE CAN NO LONGER UNDERSTAND
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And How The Monkey Lost His Rump, THE WORLD’S NO.1 STORYTELLER
And Mr. Toad, and bless my soul, Sl
There’s Mr. Rat and Mr. Mole—
Oh, books, what books they used to know, L
Those children living long ago! =
So please, oh please, we beg, we pray,
Go throw your TU set away,
And in its place you can install
A lovely bookshelf on the wall.
Then fill the shelves with lots of books,
Ignoring ali the dirty looks,
The screams and yells, the bites and kicks,
And children hitting you with sticks—
Fear not, because we promise you
That, in about a week or two
Of having nothing else to do,
They'll now begin to feel the need
Of having something good to read.
And once they start—oh boy, ok boy!
You walch the slowly growing joy
That fills their hearts. They'll grow so keen
They'll wonder what they'd ever seen
In that ridiculous machine,
That nauseating, foul, unclean,
Repulsive television screen!
And later, each and every kid
TWill love you more for what you did.
P.S. Regarding Mike T eavee,
We very much regret that we
Shall simply have to wait and see
If we can get him back his height.
But if we can’t—it serves him right.”
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WINTER NIGHT SKY 2024/25

MAIN CONSTELLATION LINES
215t December — 20 March 2025
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