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THE OUTLAW EDITORS 
The Blue Family 
Contact: 

C/O Peter Wright, 
17 Chesterwood Road, 
Kings Heath, 

Birmingham B13 0QG 
Email:  

outlaw@arthur-ransome.org 
 

EDITORIAL 
Welcome to issue 75 of The Outlaw Magazine!  

Tawny owls are becoming more vocal, establishing their territories; 
mosses and lichens are coming into their own, appearing more 
luxuriant in response to soft, autumnal rains; the rutting season 
for red deer has begun, as our largest land-mammal species battle 
for supremacy; ivy has begun to bloom, as insects feed heavily on 
the heavenly, nectar-rich flowers before going into hibernation. 
Through the annual seasons we can learn to interpret natural clues 
and signs around us, a language in itself ð birdsong (about now, 
youõll notice the gradual disappearance of many summer songbirds, 
such as warblers and nightingales, then the swifts, swallows and 
house martins, who will be interchanged with thrushes, fieldfares 
and redwings, even flocks of geese and swans flying in from the 
Arctic!), berries, seeds; changes in leaves, sun, moon, stars, 
weather ð & in noticing these, we are natural navigators, 
immersing ourselves in the patterns around us. Take a look at our 
Signs of a Landscape/Portrait of a Trail chapter and discover how. 

We think that AR would have really enjoyed TARS ð think of all 
of the adventures he could have taken part in! Especially IAGMs! 

This summer has found us mountain-trekking in the English Lakes 
and Snowdonia, which was exhilarating. We looked forward, though, 
most of all to catching up with fellow Tars at various events ð 
especially so the IAGM in the Peak District in August! Were you 
there? Slater Bob was consulted, Mrs Blackettõs conditions were 
satisfied by camp-shifters, pioneers pioneered, stay-at-homes 
zoomed in, hurrying moles combed the High Topps and edges after 
sharing rattletraps, armadillos prospected for gold and found 
Timothy, claims were staked, scouts at dusk scouted,  decoding 
cryptic messages & clues to discover where he was but not who, 
puddings were charcoaled and an AGM brought news from the 
wilderness that Picts or Martyrs are boxing in the hills next May.  

In June there was the once-only 50th Anniversary 
Celebration of the 1974 film Swallows and Amazons in 
Bowness-on-Windermere! Lots to see and do, lots to 
discover with fellow Tars who shared your AR enthusiasms 
and stories. We feature a pictorial report from former 
TARS Chairman, Peter Wright. Look further. The heartful 
hawthorn and a golden misfit combine to present a handful 
of hearty recipes for you to try in The Golden Bounty. 

See our IAGM Gallery ð you might spot a memorable 
picture of you! We shared high fun, interesting 
presentations, crafty competitions, stalking Squashy 
Hat with stealth, kayaking, paddle-boarding & 
sailing, hikes with grand horizons, outdoor swimming, 
tasty provisions and so much more! How about you?  

 

òWeõll get back to the beck at once,ó said Titty. They could hear 
it, not far away, when they listened for it, and indeed they had 
left it only when they had been tempted by seeing the clearing 
where the cart-track ran through the wood. é through the gap 
in the old wall, they came to the bridge, a low, wide, ivy-covered 
arch. The road ran over it, but the ivy was so thick and the trees 
below the bridge grew so close to it that the explorers found that 
they could follow the stream right into the arch without being seen 
by anybody ... they could see the bright greens and browns of the 

larch wood and the glitter of sunlight é 

Swallowdale 
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TARS NEWS FROM THE         

WILDERNESS - 

JUNIORS½ SUMMER 

JOURNAL CHALLENGE! 
CREATE A SCRAPBOOK/DIARY/JOURNAL  

          OF YOUR IAGM ¼24 EXPERIENCE OR 50TH ANNIVERSARY 

CELEBRATION WEEKEND! 

PRIZE FOR MOST 

DETAILED AND 

CREATIVE: 

YOUR OWN 

CHOICE OF 

CARNEGIE 

MEDAL-WINNING 

BOOK! 

Choose from Pigeon Post, The Family from One End Street, Sea Change, The Last Battle, The Owl Service, 

The Exeter Blitz, River Boy, Skellig, Buffalo Soldier, Where the World Ends and many more! 

 

 

 

  

The decision of the Library 
Association in 1936 to mark the 
centenary of the birth of Andrew 
Carnegie with the institution of a 
Medal to improve standards in 
childrenõs books meant the 
appointment of M. C. Carey as 
the first childrenõs book editor at 
Dentõs and Grace Allen as 
assistant editor at Oxford 
University Press.  Plot, style, 
characterization and format were 
the principal criteria of choice. 

ôThe Carnegie Medal got off to a good start with a book (Pigeon Post) which has style, 
meaning and pace.õ (Crouch & Ellis) ôHe makes a tale of adventure a handbook of 

adventureõ. (E. Linklater) ôEvery writer wants to have readers, and in children there are 
no better readers in the worldõ. (AR in his response letter upon winning the award.) 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

!® ®qj «®]ª® ~o >]· ÞM~¯®qjª| Ljpr~|ï« M§ªr|p 
*]{§ r| M¯ªªj·Ï .hÏß 6 «®]·jh ]® .®qjªzj· 3]ª{ 
*]{§«r®j r| M¯ªªj·Ï 6 µj|® µr®q {· o]{rz· ]|h 
µj {j® ]|~®qjª O]ª« o]{rz· µr®q fqrzhªj|Ï 
Oqjªj µjªj ]z«~ «~{j pª~µ|¯§«Ð r|fz¯hr|p ~|j 

f]zzjh L~«j{]ª·Ï 

6 j|x~·jh ª~]«®r|p {]ª«q{]zz~µ« ~| ~¯ª ~µ| 
f]{§orªj ]|h {jj®r|p ®qj ~®qjª fqrzhªj|Ð 

;~||· ]|h >]ª®q]Ïô 

ć)· .¯]|Ð ]pj Æ 

 

Membersõ Summer õ24 adventures! 
Vq~ ~| 
®qr« 
§]pj r« 
,¯hzj·Ö 
Ó 
!|«µjª« 
®~ 
jhr®~ª«Ð 
§zj]«jÏ 

 



 

 

  

 

A REVIEW OF WAVEWALKER: BREAKING FREE, by Esme 

ΖIcy water, black, grey and foaming white, 

flooded in through a hole above me.Η Imagine this? Read Wavewalker and youΔre in for a 

thriller! 

Aged seven, Suzanne Heywood suddenly set sail with parents and brother on a 3-year 

voyage around the world. This became, however, a decade-long way of life, through storms, 

shipwrecks, reefs and isolation, accusations of piracy - and no schooling. 

ΖItΔs so remote, it only makes sense if youΔre sailing from South America to Africa, and not 

many people do that, Ν Boatharbour Bay is also unprotected, so itΔs often impossible to get 

ashore. Even the Portuguese explorer who discovered it, Mr Da Cunha, never managed to 

land.Η Father to Suzanne. (Tristan Da Cunha, mid-Atlantic Ocean) 

I shall therefore conclude this introductory discourse with desiring the reader to excuse 

the inaccuracies of style, which doubtless he will frequently meet within the following 

narrative; Ν it is the production of a man, who has not had the advantage of much school 

education, but who has been constantly at sea from his youth. (Captain James Cook, 7th 

July 1776, 2cnd voyage). 

From England to South America to Africa and on to Australia and everywhere (as remote 

as possible) in between, follow Suzanne and her family who put adventure (and Cptn. CookΔs 

3rd voyage) above everything else. 

CAN YOU FIND THESE 

THINGS HIDDEN IN THE 

PAGE?!  

6 SAILING BOATS   

1 LIGHTHOUSE         

2 FLAGS               1 SHELL 

14 FISH/SHARKS                   

2 WAVES 

Oqj §jªojf® 
O]ª« ªj]hÔ Þ.hß 

 



 

Celebrating the 50th film-anniversary of Swallows and Amazons at Windermere Jetty 

 

 

  

This year is the 50th anniversary of the much-
loved Swallows and Amazons film ð Iõm sure 
most of you will have watched it. To celebrate 
this, TARS decided to reunite the cast and 
crew from the film and organise a fun-filled 
family weekend. It was a superb event, 
attended by about 500 people, perhaps you 

were lucky enough to attend. 

 
Here are four members who did.   

 

You may know that TARS now owns the two boats used in 
the film. They were both at the event. Swallow is under 
repair so could not go in the water, but Amazon could and 
lots of people were taken out for sails in her. The original 
Amazon boat from 1928, owned by the real Walker family 
(called Altounyan) came out of retirement and also took 
people out, although a great deal of bailing was necessary! 

One of the highlights for lots of you was the recreation of 
the Wildcat Island camp. Exploring inside the two tents 
revealed hay bag mattrasses, just as the Swallows had in 
the book. There was a campfire and all the cooking pots, 
food, tins and artefacts were all from the 1930õs. There 
were even cannons to fire! 

The Swallows and Amazons actors are all adults now, so it was not easy to 
recognise them. Can you guess who these four are? From left to right they are: 
Suzanna Hamilton (Susan), Kit Seymour (Nancy), Sophie Neville (Titty) and 
Simon West (John). Lesley Bennett who played Peggy lives in Holland and 
could not attend, nor could Sten Grendon who now lives in France. Someone else 
who could attend was Peter Robb-King, the original make-up artist. He went on 
to have a fabulous career in films. We learnt he did the make-up on over 70 
films including such greats as; Aliens, Star Wars and Indiana Jones and the 
Temple of Doom. 

 

 



 

 

 

  

There was plenty for the adults to enjoy too. The Boatband 
played some jolly folk tunes and sea shanties during the 
day, adding to the atmosphere, bringing both days to a 
close with a beautiful programme of specially-selected songs 
directly related to those in ARõs books. 

Sophie Neville who played Titty gave a talk on her reminiscences and some of the secrets of making the 
film and she had also brought with her lots of memorabilia. These included her original script, one of 
the Amazonõs bows and arrows, the flag (Burgee) she made for Swallow and even a dress she wore.   
There was another talk on how Arthur Ransome came to write the book plus two exhibitions, more film 

memorabilia and lots of photos.  A great time was had by all. 

There were a number of activities to take part in. Many of you got tied up in knots 
trying your hand at knot-tying. The clove hitch, bowline and reef knot werenõt too bad 
but a couple of you struggled with the sheepshank! There was a jigsaw to complete, 
but the most popular activity with over 40 entries was the colouring competition. The 
three winning entries are shown below. The winners each won a copy of one of the 

Ransome books of their choice. 

 Minnie Ellery   Peter Vyner-Brooks   Heidi Lindhofer 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

Signs of a Landscape/ 

Portrait of a Trail 

 

For many of us, with the simple act of placing one foot in front of the other, we become 
champions of walking and in just walking from our own doorsteps we can be immersed in the 
purpose of the rhythmic step-look-step of adventure. A walk is an invitation to adventure 
and more. The naturalist Charles Darwin grew up in a manor house surrounded by a 7-acre 
estate near to Shrewsbury. He was raised with a ôright to roamõ through a broad expanse of 
Nature. Upturning stones and logs on his knees, he discovered earwigs and beetles but also 
the love of discovery itself, through close observation, exploration, fascination, wonder. 

AR once described his grandfather as a first-rate field naturalist, an ideal companion on 
country walks. AR himself kept journals, noting such observation as, ôRedstart at Gilheadõ 
and ôSaw a spotted flycatcherõ. As a child, ARõs family holidays were spent in the English 
lake District at Swainsonõs Farm in the hamlet of Nibthwaite at the foot of Coniston Water. 

Here he would fish for minnows.  

I had a private rite to perform. Without letting the others know what I was doing, I had 
to dip my hands in the water, as a greeting to the beloved lake or as proof to myself that 

I had indeed come home. (AR) 

When you walk in the landscape, beyond the urban sprawl, you are faced with the question 
ð which way am I looking? At dusk, heading northwards, you can look for the North Star 
to guide you on a clear night. During daylight you can navigate south by studying the 
shapes of trees; needing light they grow towards it, harvesting extra light and energy, 
yielding longer branches on the south edge. 

The Greenland Inuit peoples navigate their ways in kayaks along the coasts in fogs, using 
birdsong to identify where their home fjord lies. 

Which AR stories find which characters needing to navigate on land or water in fog or 
mist? 

 

 

Now is the time of year where the mists play an important role, giving extra humidity to 
fungi. Go out and look for Fly Agaric (Amanita muscaria)  - the classic fairytale 
mushroom, red cap and white spots ð you should see birch trees nearby. Birches are 
pioneering trees, found on the edges of woodlands. Spot the mushroom, seek the tree. Find 
the woodland edge. Itõs an ecological stepping-stone map! Natural navigation and 
observation, yes; but these are the seeds of a shared (ancient) language. 

Fog and mist differ by how far you can see through them. Fog is when you can see less 
than 1,000 metres away, and if you can see further than 1,000 metres, we call it mist. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

We are fortunate in Great Britain that our natural wonder is enhanced by our access to countryside, meadows, or riversides. 
It used to be the way that footpaths had much less to do with getting ôfresh airõ than with how people and communities 
made connections with each other, created by use over centuries. Bodies were once carried from remote, rural areas to 
cemeteries along coffin roads; or a path would lead to a church; livestock would be driven to markets along droversõ roads; 
there are smugglers lanes in Cornwall, minersõ tracks in Yorkshire and Wales, stalkersõ trails in Scotland. What paths or 

trails are important to you? 

The expedition had followed their old track of the year before, past Low Farm, turning up from the Amazon beside the 
little beck, that usually came tumbling down to join the river but this year was no more than a trickle. They had come up 
out of the trees close by last yearõs half-way camp, and were following the cart-track up to the quarries. é òNo point in 

pretending no oneõs ever been here, when weõre going up to see Slater Bob.ó (Nancy, Pigeon Post) 

Some paths date to 5000BCE ð The Ridgeway, Britainõs oldest known road, stretches 87 miles from Avebury to Ivinghoe 
Beacon in Buckinghamshire. When the Romans invaded in 43CE they left a network of roads, such as the 229-mile Fosse 
Way linking Exeter and Lincoln. (Isca dumnoniorum to Lindum colonia) In the 12th century, long after the Anglo-Saxons 
had established villages, the Cistercians established networks of trails, ôMonk Trodsõ. In the 20th century the Pennine Way 
appeared as a national trail and, in 1968, the Waterways Act allowed public access to all canals. In England and Wales, 
there are four main public rights of way: footpaths, bridleways (also open to horse-riders and cyclists), restricted byways 
(also allowing non-mechanically propelled vehicles), and byways (all traffic). There are also permissive paths, where 
landowners grant access, and green lanes which are ancient paths that follow the contours of the landscape. We can roam 

moors, mountains, heaths and downland. What an opportunity! 

You may know of the Kinder Scout Trespass in 1932, when 400 walkers took to the moorland plateau in the Peak District, 
clashing with gamekeepers sent to remove them? This led to the creation of the first National Park in 1949. When you walk 
along these paths, try to imagine that you are immersing yourself not only in the natural world, which is enough in itself as 
an adventure and a journey of discovery, but that you are walking in the footsteps of ancestors! If you find yourself making 

such a journey, why not share this with fellow Tars ð see back cover for details of how to do so. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

  

Hawthorn Infusion 

Ingredients 

 1 tbsp hawthorn leaf 
 1 tbsp hawthorn blossom 
 1 tbsp hawthorn berry 
 500ml water 
 A warmed jar with lid 

Method 

Boil the water (check with your AP!)  

Add the ingredients to the jar and pour the boiling 
water over  

Leaving at least an inch to the top of the jar, add 
the lid and leave to infuse overnight 

Strain the water and discard the berries, leaf and 
blossom 

Enoy the infusion throughout the day, adding water 
to taste! 

Hedgerow Hawthorn Fruit Leather 

Ingredients 

 1kg of wild foraged edible berries ð about half        
should be hawthorn berries 
 100-200ml water 
 1-2 tbsp honey 

 

Method 

Place the fruit and water in a pan, cover and simmer for 10-
15 minutes until the fruit is soft and mash-able.  

If needed add a little extra water, but donõt let it get too 
runny! Weõre aiming for a puree.  

Once the fruit is soft, mash it well.  

Sieve the fruit into a separate bowl and rub the pulp to 
discard the skins and seeds.  

While still warm, add honey to taste. 

Line a tray with baking paper and pour the fruit onto it.  

Place in a dehydrator or in the oven on the lowest heat with 
the door slightly ajar as the pulp dries (You donõt need to 
leave on all the time ð alternate between one hour on and 
off, but the open door lets the moisture escape).  

It can take between 2-8 hours to dry.  

When dry to the touch cut into 4cm strips and roll in 
greaseproof paper. 

Store in fridge for up to two weeks or freeze for up to a 
year.  

 

 

 

Hawthorn is often found in hedgerows. It is a tree 
with a thick mass of thorns and often found around 
fields and properties. 

The branches are covered in thorns, and leaves 
start to appear in March. The leaves are deeply 
lobed and resemble small oak leaves. 

www.foragingcoursecompany.co.uk/foraging-guide-
hawthorn  

The Bounty of Hawthorn 
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     Dandelion Honey 

Ingredients 

Makes about 400-450ml 

 125g dandelion heads, stalks removed (about 200 dandelion heads) 
 2 thin slices of lemon 
 500ml water 
 Approximately 450g granulated sugar 

Method 

1. Give each of the dandelion flowers a little shake over a bowl to knock out any 
insects. Put the dandelions and lemon slices in a saucepan and pour over the 
water. Put the mixture on the hob over a low heat until it simmers, then leave 
for a few minutes. Cover the pan and leave for a couple of hours. 

2. Strain the mixture through a piece of muslin or a clean tea towel to remove 
the dandelion heads, squeeze well to get every last drop! Measure the liquid you 
have left (1g = 1ml of water). You should have about 450ml of liquid.  

3. Put the liquid into a saucepan (it will bubble up as it cooks so make sure you 
have plenty of space) and add the same amount of sugar as you have liquid (if 
you have 450ml of liquid add 450g granulated sugar). Turn onto medium-low 
heat and stir until all the sugar has dissolved. Next bring to the boil for 5-15 
minutes.  

[Test the honey frequently by taking a little bit on a spoon and putting it on a 
saucer or a plate, if it is thickening even a little it is ready. It will still look 
very liquid in the pan, but it will thicken considerably as it cools.] 

4. Pot the mixture into a warm sterilised jar, while it is still hot. Because of the 
high sugar content, the dandelion syrup will keep for at least 6 months. 
Delicious! 

ǿǿǿΦǘƘŜŜŘƛōƭŜƅƻǿŜǊΦŎƻƳκǊŜŎƛǇŜǎκŘŀƴŘŜƭƛƻƴπƘƻƴŜȅ  
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The Golden Dandelion! 

¢ƘŜ ŘŀƴŘŜƭƛƻƴΣ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŦƻǊ 

5ŜƴǘǎπŘŜπ[ƛƻƴκ[ƛƻƴΩǎ ǘŜŜǘƘΣ ƛǎ ŀ ǎȅƳōƻƭ 

ƻŦ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜΣ ǊŜŦǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘŀƳŜŘΦ Lǘ 

ƎǊƻǿǎ ǇŜǊǎƛǎǘŜƴǘƭȅΦ !ƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ 

ŜŀǘŜƴ ς ǘŜŀǎΣ ǾƛƴŜƎŀǊǎΣ ǎŀƭŀŘǎΣ ǊƻŀǎǘŜŘ 

ǊƻƻǘπŎƻũŜŜΣ ǇŜǎǘƻ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜΦ 

 

http://www.theedibleflower.com/recipes/dandelion-honey
http://www.rhs.org.uk/


 

 

IAGM 2024 

Here are some fabulous photos from the IAGM! Can you 
see yourself in the pictures, or someone you know?! Can 
you guess what activities were happening? Why not share 
some photos of fun AR-inspired events you have had?  
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Thank you to everyone who shared photos!  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Squashy Hat or Scouts at Dusk? 
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